MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 12, 2011
6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Nash called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
Members Present: Luke Nash, Chuck Bradford, Don Swanson, and Jim Maxson

Members Absent: Sherry Roth

Others Present:  Gretta Becay, Bryce Gunderson, Nicki Smith, Kathy Trana, Meg Lambert, Kathy Sandstrom, Duane Quam, Paul Larsen, JJ Williams, Terry Eckstein, and Cami Reber.  

2. Pledge of Allegiance - Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda - None
4. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Swanson to approve the consent agenda as follows:  
a) City Council Meeting Minutes August 22, 2011
b) Special City Council Meeting Minutes August 15, 2011

c) City Council Meeting Retreat August 29, 2011  
d) Warrant List September 12, 2011
e) Dodge County Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda
f) EDA Meeting Minutes August 10, 2011
g) MFD Meeting Minutes August 3, 2011

h) Park Board Meeting Minutes August 30, 2011

i) Minnesota Mayors Association Dues Notice

j) League of MN Cites Membership Dues Notice
Questions were asked about the warrant list and a reminder given that purchases over $250 need to have notification given to the finance committee or approval from the entire council if it is a high dollar amount.  Cami is to check on the payment to the LMC for the annual dues before mailing to make sure the comments match what the check is for.  Motion passed unanimously.     
5. Public Concerns – State Representative Duane Quam was in attendance and addressed the Council regarding some things going on at the State level.  He is meeting with everyone locally regarding any concerns/issues we may have so he can bring those up at the State level.  

There are some flood projects that the DNR is looking at for the future.  Does the City of Mantorville have any concerns or issues with permits, or cost or efficiency issues that might be causing delays in work or dollars?; Mayor Nash noted that the City struggles with the median income limit and the problems the City has had in obtaining grants due to this.  It is looking for grants for its infrastructure upgrades needed; mainly with the WWTP and Storm Water.  Mr. Quam said he would take note of these concerns and see what can be done.    

Paul Larson – gave a thank you to all City staff and everyone for all their help in the 46th Annual Marigold Days Celebration.  Any comments, questions or concerns should be brought to the Chair.  They will meet in October to close things up.  Mayor Nash noted that it would be beneficial to have someone from the City be a part of the Marigold Days Committee so everyone is informed of what is going on.  Paul welcomed that idea.    
6. Public Hearing  
a) 6:40 PM – Proposed Rezone

Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Swanson to close the regular meeting and open the public hearing at 6:40 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Nash explained the proposed rezone and asked if anyone in the audience had any questions or concerns.  Paul Larson asked about the purpose of the rezoning and what properties are affected by it.  Mayor Nash explained that the properties affected are currently uses that are either commercial or governmental.  Rezoning this does not change the use in any way but allows the current uses to fall within the current zoning code.  Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Maxson to close the public hearing at 6:43 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.    
The regular Council Meeting was opened at 6:43 PM.  Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Swanson to approve Resolution 2011-14, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REZONING OF LANDS AND AMENDMENT TO THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ESTABLISHED UNDER SECTION 150.066 OF THE MANTORVILLE CITY CODE.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Maxson to approve AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 150, SECTION 150.066 OF THE MANTORVILLE CITY CODE.  Motion passed unanimously.    

7. Old Business/New Business

a) Dog Park Discussion 
Bryce Gunderson presented the information to the Council in regards to the Dog Park Proposal.  Two people went door to door in a designated area of town and collected 110 surveys.  The group found it to be very beneficial because before we did not specifically survey Mantorville.  Bryce noted it was the right thing to do since the hopes are that the dog park will be located in Mantorville.
There was one concern stated that if the water tower lots are the option, before the Council signs a resolution on park designation, the dog park committee would like to know the specific amount of area that they will have to work with.  Just because the resolution states a certain amount of park land doesn’t mean the dog park is going to fill the entire area.  
The Committee would like to put up some sort of a buffer between the residents back yards and the dog park; a generous buffer but not too large.  They are asking for the city to designate some additional portions east of the water tower that is outside of the designated area as City Park so they can extend the buffer area.  
Jennifer and Kathy have been attending the dog park committee and are happy with the collaboration and Kathy is reassured by the survey outcome that Mantorville is behind this.  Bryce noted that the group will continue to look into other alternative locations.  He noted that the land around the county dump station is already taken for commercial and industrial use.  He checked on another parcel that is privately owned but the owner isn’t willing to donate any of the land.    
JJ Williams, MFD Chief, asked about the future maintenance and who will be responsible.  It was noted that several volunteers have come forward who are willing to maintain the dog park.  It was also noted about the possible generation of fees for dog park use when people come in to buy a dog tag.  The people that want to use the dog park will need to buy a tag before they can use it.  
Kathy requested keeping a 50’ buffer all the way around.  We have been working on compromise all along and she would like to see this continue.  
Terry Eckstein stated that they would like to leave tonight knowing that the Council has confirmed the location for under the water tower as the dog park.  
Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Swanson to pull off the table Resolution 2011-13.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Swanson to approve Resolution 2011-13, A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING CITY LAND AS PARK LAND.  Motion passed unanimously.         

b) JJ Williams – 2012 Budget Request

JJ Williams, Chief of the Mantorville Fire Department, discussed the 2012 budget with the Council.  He thinks that everything that has been proposed sounds good and would request that any changes to the Fire Departments proposed budget will come back to them. 

The FD has been approved for up to a $5,000 matching DNR Grant.  They need to commit to this by September 25, 2011.  They have a list of items that total $10,754.  They would like to take the $5,754 matching portion out of their CIP line item in the FD Budget.    

The FD received a reimbursement from MBFTE for $2,250 which will go towards Fire Fighter Certification training.  

The FD has applied for the AFG Grant for a rescue rig.  The amount of the grant is for $147,000 and it is a 5% matching grant that the City would need to match $7,300.  We won’t know on this until Spring.   

On behalf of the Relief Association they would like to thank the City for allowing the use of the fire department quarters.  They received positive numbers this year for the breakfast and the dance, and he noted how good the Saloon is to work with.    
c) Fire Hall Rental Requests 
The City has been asked if citizens/groups can rent out the Fire Hall for events.  JJ brought this up to the members of the FD and he noted a lot of negative feedback.  Mayor Nash noted that the biggest negative is that they can’t get consistent support to make the events happen and there are concerns on the property inside the fire hall and that there is no place to relocate things.  It was the consensus of the Council that the City pass on this request at this time.  

d) Resolution 2011-15, A RESOLUTION SETTING THE PRELIMINARY 2012 LEVY 
Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Swanson to approve Resolution 2011-15, A RESOLUTION SETTING THE PRELIMINARY 2012 LEVY.  Mayor Nash noted that the preliminary is set at a 5% increase and the Council will work between now and the end of December to find area’s to cut expenses or increase revenues.  Motion passed unanimously.  
e) Franchise Fees 

Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Swanson to table this based on more information he would like to present at the next meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.
f) Final Pay Request; Acceptance of 5th Street Culvert Project 
Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Maxson that they approve and accept the final pay request and 5th Street Culvert Project.  Motion passed unanimously.  
8. TBD

a) Public Works Report - None
b) City Clerk Report – Cami reported on the following items:
· Updated Council on permits issued for the year.

· Informed Council of new tenant next door and the shop they will be opening up.  He will be at the next City Council meeting to discuss a request.

· Update on the trailer court and things going on there.

· Complaint on condition of bathrooms in Riverside Park.

c) Consultant Report - None
d) Committee Report 
· Chamber – Member Swanson updated the council that preliminary indications are that everyone had a very good weekend. 

· Fire Department – Member Swanson thanked them for the fantastic job they did.   
e) Council Member Report
· Member Maxson – everyone did a good job for Marigold Days.
· Member Bradford – echoed Jim’s comments

· Member Swanson – the parade was nice, the whole Marigold Days weekend looked good; prompt in getting things cleaned up; tell everyone thanks.
f) Mayor Report – Mayor Nash asked Member Swanson if he has looked into the flag situation? Member Swanson replied that he is.  Updated Council about the Wednesday meeting in Pine Island from LMC.  Let Cami know if you plan on going.
9. Executive Session - None
10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Swanson to adjourn the meeting at 7:47 pm.  Motion passed unanimously. 
