Mantorville Economic Development Authority

Agenda and Minutes for Tuesday November 3rd, 2010
7 pm, Mantorville City Hall
Call to Order

Present: Commissioners Terry Eckstein, Chuck Bradford, Karl Huppler, Bryce Gunderson, Andy Galbus. Called to order by Chuck Bradford at 7:10pm. 
Approval of Minutes
· October 5th, 2010 general meeting
· Motion to approve with minor change [change from, “please Andy or Jane Olive know” to “please let Andy or Jane Olive (Terry/Bryce) know” passed by vv
Financial Report
· No report this month
Subcommittee reports

Happy Trails (Shared by Andy Galbus, David Dripps, Dick Leonard, and
 Jane Olive)

David shared the bike lane proposal for Clay Street. 
Motion: (Terry/Andy) The EDA endorses option 1 and directed David to get questions answered on who owns Clay street, who would do the work proposed, and what Luke Nash is working on that might affect these plans. These details should next be brought to the city council for their endorsement with the EDA’s support.
David next shared the bike / walking path route under the Hwy 57 bridge. Happy Trails EDA subgroup and the DCTA are asking the EDA help to approach the council for support on one of two options that are around the east side of Main, by Casey’s. Discussion was that there is the need to have input from Casey’s as to which option they prefer.

Planning (Shared by Terry)
Motion: (Terry/Andy) The EDA endorses both option 1 and option 2 and requests that Jane Olive (as DCTA) approach Casey’s to find their input on both options and subject to their input, call the necessary meetings to generate a formal request to the city council.

Motion passed by vv

David Dripps next showed a city map with bike routes that have been approved in 2006 by EDA, park board and city. He asked that it be made more public and that the EDA take action to get it posted on Mantorville’s web pages. It was once on mantorville.com, but it was removed at some time because there was concern that it was showing routes that could currently be considered unsafe. Dave is working to get it in the comprehensive plan. Terry suggested that if we are clear that it is a plan, not reality, then there should not be a liability. Karl mentioned that there are two items in this – one to make it known that a route has been approved and the other to make sure that the route is real. Karl asked whether it should be on the city page, where no other maps are, or on the mantorvilletourism site, where it would be more visible.  Dave suggested that we mark “existing” and “future” on the map. Discussion steered toward the Happy Trails committee working with the Tourism committee to facilitate this. 

Motion: (Karl/Terry) Ask Tourism Committee to work with Happy Trails committee to create a bike trails map to be available from the same locations that the walking tours are available. 

Motion passed by vv.

Discussion: Bryce mentioned that the walking tour is not as broad in distance as the bike tour. This was not seen as a problem. There could be two maps or they could be color-coded with enlarging capability.  Chuck mentioned that the trails have not just been shelved at City Hall and we are moving in the direction that the map indicates. He does not see that it needs to be on public view. Dick Leonard indicated that there is a request from the DNR for a master plan map that includes the location of parks. 

Walking tour will be split in two parts – Downtown and historic homes. The downtown one is almost done. Bryce is moving toward doing the other one.  Jane mentioned that there could also be motorcycle tours centered around Mantorville, equestrian routes, etc. 

Andy brought forward a 3-part proposal for bike safety – 1) a crosswalk across MN57 south of 4th Street, a crosswalk across 4th street west of MN57 and 3) extending the fog line/white paint stripe along the west side of MN57 showing cars where they need to drive and showing bikers and pedestrians where they should be able to travel. 

Terry asked if the City has a sidewalk fund. Perhaps this could come from that. Chuck will look into this. 

Bryce suggested moving item 2 to the east side of MN57 and item 1 to the north side of 4th, because there is already a sidewalk on the NE corner of that intersection. David suggested that the frontage of Caseys is almost all paved and could be designated/painted as a side walk, and the gravel access to the dam in the park could be considered a walk, so the plan could stay the same. Terry suggested that perhaps we need cross-walks on all four directions. David emphasized that this is State property and we should be asking the State to make their route more safe. It was also mentioned that the City will not take action without MNDot’s approval. Andy will go to MNDot to get their input and support. He will also ask whether that would be under MNDot’s funding or the City’s. 

The bike racks are still in the works. The cost estimates are likely to be under $2000. 

Acquisitions and Development: 

Karl reported that a couple had asked the city for advice on a location to establish an antique business. Karl pointed them to Davidson Properties and to Kent Keller, as well as pointing them toward other possibilities. David Dripps has responded to them and is hoping to work with them. David also reported his plans for improvements over time. He is still working on getting the necessary drawings to move forward with flood mitigation. Karl indicated that there is a 5-year window in the purchase agreement before the project needs to be completed or offered back to the EDA.  Terry asked whether David would be interested in selling the lots if someone else has another potential use, such as establishing a band shell. David indicated that he would be hesitant, because he feels the properties have significant value for commercial use. 

Planning: 

Tammy submitted a proposed update to the EDA portion of the Comprehensive Plan for approval by the EDA. 

Motion (Terry/Andy) to approve the clean copy of the comprehensive plan, amended to include the currently approved bike trails map. 
Terry called the question. Motion to end debate passed by vv

Motion passed by vv

Other old business: Terry will ask a rep from USDA to discuss loaning grant programs for the next meeting. 

Motion to adjourn (Andy/ Terry) passed by vv

