MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY JULY 11, 2011
6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Nash called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
Members Present: Luke Nash, Chuck Bradford, Don Swanson, Jim Maxson and Sherry Roth
Others Present: Jim Jenson, Matt Maas, Bill McHugh, Dale Brannan, Gretta Becay, Tim Hruska and Cami Reber
2. Pledge of Allegiance - Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda


7a) and 7e) were pulled from the agenda.  Paul Lushinsky will be speaking in place of JJ for item 7d).
4. Consent Agenda – Motion made By Member Bradford, second by Member Swanson to approve the consent agenda as follows:
a) City Council Meeting Minutes June 27, 2011  
b) Warrant List July 11, 2011
c) Dodge County Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda July 11, 2011

d) City Contractor’s License W/S Connections – DeCook Excavating, Inc.

Motion passed unanimously.  

5. Public Concerns 
Bill McHue of 420 Mantor Drive spoke with the Council regarding the Mantor Drive Sewer Extension Project and the cleanup work that has been done so far.  He is disgusted on the seeding that has been done. He has weeds growing and not grass.  He has been very patient during the project and didn’t complain when the crew used his driveway during the project.  He wants to know who is in charge of these projects when they are completed.  He is also concerned about the way the road tips to his land and possible future flooding.  He has been flooded out twice already.  He brought this up 3 years ago and nothing was done.    
Tim Hruska, WHKS, explained that it is up to the contractor to get seed established.  The City has not accepted the project yet.  Ellingson, the contractor hired for the project, is ultimately in charge of the project.  It is their responsibility to get turf established.  July is not in the seeding window time to establish seed.  Tim will follow up with Ellingson and go back out there and look at things.  Mayor Nash asked if he could meet with Bill McHugh out there and take some photos.  He and Tim have set up to meet Thursday (7/14) at 4:00 pm at his home.  They will also look at the road while they are out there.  
6. Public Hearing – None 
7. Old Business/New Business

a) Joe Waugh Property Insurance 2011/2012 Renewal – pulled
b) ARMER System Coverage Concerns – Matt Maas

Matt Maas, Dodge County Emergency Manager and Jim Jensen, Dodge County Sheriff, were present to start a discussion on the new radio system they have.  The new ARMER system was put in place in May.  Although it is a much better system, because of the layout of the land and the site of the fire hall building in Mantorville, there is a dead spot to be able to communicate from inside the building.  We can find a way to fix the issue but it’s going to fall back on the funding.  
The ARMER system is considered a State System; with a regional radio board.  They have received a grant for 6 million dollars for enhancement and improvements to the system.  The County of Dodge has been awarded potential grant dollars of $430,384 for enhancements.  It is a 50% matching grant so whatever the costs are to fix the dead zone, the cost would have to be split 50/50.  The first step in the process would be to get an engineering study done to determine how to fix the dead zones.  Matt would like to know if the City of Mantorville is interested in joining Dodge County for their share of the matching grant dollars.  
Other cities in the County don’t have this coverage issue so they aren’t going to be participating most likely.  Matt is thinking they would be looking at a small local enhancement, not a tower.  Most likely an antenna but without the engineering study it’s hard to know.  Proposals would be gotten first to get an idea of how much this will cost.  
The grant dollars will need to be spent by 2012.   The money has been awarded; it’s just the project that needs to get done.  The reason the Engineer is hired is to tell us how/and where we will get the best tower reception.  Mayor Nash asked if this had come up previously when engineers were hired to look at the new system with the County.  Matt noted that yes, Mantorville was shown to have some potential issues but until it was all finished, it was hard to know exactly what.  With the tower going up in Dodge Center, it was hoped that it would pick up enough so we didn’t experience dead zones.  Unfortunately that is not the case.  Matt cannot even give an estimate at this time to what he thinks the cost for enhancements will be.    

Mayor Nash said the City is open to looking at what sort of dollars we are talking about.  We don’t need to make a commitment right away.    
c) Dale Brannan – Water Line Extension Request

Dale Brannan was present for his request to have the City run the water line to his property along 5th Street East or allow him to connect a new structure on his second lot to his existing well.  This was tabled from a previous Council Meeting so Council could gather some information on the history and why it was never stubbed to his property to begin with.  Mayor Nash and Member Bradford did some searching and found that when that area of town was built, the Brannan home was one of the first homes built, although owned by someone else.  The then owners went with a well and declined city water at that time.  It was their intent to share their well potentially with others.  At that time, the City did not have a policy requiring connection to City utilities when available.  The new code makes it mandatory.  

The Council needs to make a decision on the water service; will the City pay the cost to bore the line to his property or require him to make the connection himself.  The Council also needs to make a decision on if we will allow him to connect to his existing well.  Member Swanson thinks it’s the City’s responsibility to have water available to his property.  Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Roth that the City decline paying for the cost to bring the water to his property line. Motion passed unanimously.  

Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Roth to be consistent with our ordinance and decline allowing a connection to the existing well.  Motion passed with Member Maxson abstaining.    

d) JJ Williams – Fire Department Requests/Fire Fighter Resignation 
Paul Lushinsky was present from the MFD to get permission for some purchases.  Their winter survival rescue suit was damaged and they have attempted to repair it twice.  The second time they sent it to the manufacturer who then condemned it for use in water; they can only use it for dry land training.  The cost for a new one is approximately $650.  

The second request is for helmet replacement.  Each year they budget for this but it is an expense that has been put on the back burner.  They would like to replace 5 of the helmets now.  They will be an orange helmet and will be given to the new members which will allow them to standout at a scene.  Newer members are restricted in what they can do because they haven’t completed training.  The helmets are getting pretty old and they are starting to spend more dollars on replacement parts.
Motion made by Member Roth, second by Member Maxson that if this is in their budget I move we accept $1,600 for spending.  Maxson made a friendly amendment to bump it up to a maximum of $1,700 for tax/shipping costs.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Peirce Lushinksy Resignation – Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Bradford to accept the resignation of Pierce Lushinsky from the Mantorville Fire Department.  Motion passed unanimously.  
e) Dave Dripps – Sidewalk Request – pulled
f) Resolution 2011-09, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FEE AND ADDING TO THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE 
Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Maxson to approve Resolution 2011-09.  Motion passed unanimously.  
g) Resolution 2011-08, A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A DONATION 
Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Maxson to approve Resolution 2011-08.  Motion passed unanimously.   
8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – Member Swanson asked if the tall grass between the Marigold Flower Bed and the brush dump could be mowed.  Member Maxson said he would take a look at it. 
b) City Clerk Report – Cami updated the Council on the following:
· Invoices for the Mantor Drive Project went out last week.  Those residents have 60 days to respond.  Only 3 have not connected and they were sent notices.  They have 60 days to respond to whether they are requesting deferral or not.

· An update on the annexation for the Wilcox Subdivision was given.

c) Consultant Report – Tim Hruska updated the Council on the Storm Sewer pre con meeting that was held last week.  Utility companies will be moving in on Monday to lower their lines. Storm sewer work to begin on the 25th of July.  
Mayor Nash discussed the request for a quick turn around on any change orders needed by the contractor.  Due to the short time period for the project, the contractor requested the City have the ability to approve things faster than have to wait for a Council Meeting which could take up to two weeks.  Motion made by Member Swanson to approve a change order based on the need.  Member Roth made a second and friendly amendment that as long as it is a cost that is borne by the City, not someone else.  A friendly amendment made by Member Bradford to place a cap at $1,000 with the stipulation that an emergency meeting can be called at any time.  Motion passed unanimously.  

d) Committee Report

· Chamber – had concession stand at the Civil War Days and came a little ahead after all expenses were paid.

· EDA – approved to pay for the pamphlets; still looking for EDA candidates; talked about doing a Military Ball during Old Tyme Days every year

· Finance/Budget – will be starting budget talks 

· Fire Department – they accepted the resignation of Pierce Lushinsky; had a couple fire calls 

· MRA – the project they are working on now is the Greek Revival House
· Park Board - talked about phasing in the ash tree removal in Riverside Park.  Member Swanson noted that there is a tree in Slingerland Park that some kids were swinging on that he was thinking about taking care of.  Mayor Nash said he should let Adam know.  Council Members discussed the water spicket in the Park which has been found left running and it needs to be replaced or fixed or the water turned off.  They should talk to Adam on this.  The Bike Ride for MS is coming on July 25.  

· Personnel – Council Members all handed in their employee reviews.

· Relief – the quarterly meeting showed they are still earning on their investments.  They are not in the red.

e) Council Member Report
· Member Maxson – has been working with Dave Dripps on his requests; has worked with the MRA on the positioning of the out houses during Marigold Days and they do not want them moved.  
· Member Roth – is looking into information on Franchise Fee’s; we should be generating dollars from community events which costs the City electric, street closings, etc.  Mayor Nash asked for those items to be added to the retreat agenda.  There are still some concerns about what is going on at the Ruports property.  Cami let the Council know that has spoken with the property owner and they will be coming in for a CUP application.  
· Member Swanson – when the different activities come through town, we will have the walking tour brochures to hand out.  

· Chuck – reported that the North Mantorville sign has been fixed from the bullet holes; USDA sent a decline letter to the EDA in regards to the revolving loan/matching fund grant they applied for.  They will try again next year.
f) Mayor Report – He had the Leadership meeting on Thursday morning with the Kasson Mayor and Planner, the New school Superintendent, a couple of County Commissioners.  This is a quarterly meeting where they exchange information on how things are going; share ideas etc.  He attended the Preconstruction Meeting for the Storm Sewer; he is working with people on a dog park proposal; he updated Council on the CEDA survey and that we are short the number that we need for grant purposes.    

9. Executive Session - None
10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Swanson to adjourn at 8:55 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.  
