Mantorville Park and Recreation Board
8-26-14

Members Present: Cresta Melcher, Ann Tuma, Henry Blair, Elizabeth Oolman, Will Lambert, Arlene Wallin, and Don Swanson  
Members Absent: none 
Guests: Gary Wallin and Scott Larsen

1. Meeting called to order at 7:03 pm.
2. Minutes from 7-29-14 were approved.
3. Changes to agenda:  None

4.  New Business - 
a. Review 2015 preliminary budget-all: Budget is due to the city council by September 18th so this is our last meeting before it goes before the council.  We would like to increase tree removal and replacement in all parks to $8000 due to the recent news that the Emerald Ash borer (EAB) was found in Olmsted County.  See agenda item C below.  Other items in the budget are as follows: $850 for more lighting in the Riverside north shelter, and $500 for six, new garbage cans with covers for Riverside Park.  New fencing in Mantor Field will be covered by the Joint Ventures group.
b. Placement of orange ribbons in Riverside Park by Girl Scouts- Ann:  Ann has already received permission from the council on behalf of the Kasson-Mantorville Girl Scouts to place orange ribbons around town before Marigold Days to show support for the Girl Scout KoMet Kindness initiative which is an anti-bullying campaign that the Girl Scouts also took part in last year.  Ann was granted a secondary approval by the park board to place ribbons around trees in Riverside Park as well.  Ribbons will be up until after the Kindness campaign which is October 5th-11th.  
c. Emerald Ash Borer found in Rochester- all:   The EAB has been found in Rochester which will put Olmsted County under a wood quarantine.  This means that wood cannot be moved out of the county and if ash trees will be removed by commercial enterprises, it needs to be disposed of at designated locations.  As a board, we have decided to increase our tree removal budget to be able to be more aggressive about our ash tree removal since it is so much closer.  If the EAB is discovered in Dodge County, it will increase our removal costs by 50-100%.  

5.  Old Business
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Dennison Fence Repair- all: Scott will get a quote from Rochester Landscaping to move the side wall in or build it up to be tight against the bleachers.  Once moved, could we backfill in next to the wall?  Scott will work on putting the diamond plating onto the back of the bleachers to fill in the gap on the back side.  We have requested that the council grant us permission to spend up to $1000 for the bleacher retrofit.
b. Tree removal and planting in Riverside- Ann: Both will take place after Marigold days.  Ann and Scott have been in touch with Olsen’s tree service and Whitings nursery and will continue to coordinate this project.
c. Playground equipment at Mantorfield- All: Cresta will contact John Olive about the project.  Where to put playground?  Costs?
6. Reports
a. Financial Report:  nothing to report
b. City Council Report:  There was a request from the council to look into local businesses when removing and replanting trees and shrubs.  The park board will take this under advisement.
c. Public Works Report: Scott will cut down a small, dead tree in Mantor Field.  There is a stump in the river near the canoe drop that needs to be removed.  Scott will get a quote on that.

7. Meeting dismissed at 7:54 pm for Riverside park clean-up.   The next meeting will be on September 30th, 2014 at 7pm.  
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