Mantorville Park and Recreation Board
6-25-13

Members Present: Cresta Melcher, Ann Tuma, Elizabeth Oolman, Henry Blair, Arlene Wallin, and Barbara Ballard
Members Absent: 
Guests: Adam Hovden

1. Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm.
2. Minutes from 5-28-13 were approved.
3. Changes to agenda: no changes

4. New Business- 
a. Sale of old middle school – park equipment discussion – Cresta/All: Dodge County purchased the old middle school building in Mantorville.  We are again thinking about trying to get some of the middle school playground equipment.  Ideas for equipment would be to place some in Mantor Field, Riverside (if space), Dennison (not an ideal location).  We would not want equipment that is unsafe.  Not sure what the cost would be but we have some ideas about how to get it out and place in new locations.  The board decided to ask the Dodge County commissioners whether we could get the equipment and what stipulations go along with that.  Cresta will talk to them and get back to us at the next meeting.

5. Old Business
a. Trees in Riverside Park and Dennison - Ann: board approved to request that the council let us spend $800 to plant two trees in Dennison Park.  Trees will come down in Riverside on June 26th and Ann will work with Whiting’s to get the trees planted.
b. South Shelter Issues – Adam : Adam talked to Klaus Alberts and his suggestion would be to push it back into position and brace it.  Maximum cost would be $2000 for his fix.  We think the posts are on top of the concrete.  How sturdy are the posts?  Are they rotten?  Do we want to fix it now or wait?  Should we replace the posts?  We will get an accurate quote from Klaus Alberts with the replacement of the posts, possibly digging them into the ground and add new metal gussets.  Cresta said there is a family who would like to donate money towards a park project so she will inquire with them on their intentions.
c. Dog Park Update including fundraiser on June 29th- Cresta: Cresta went to the Kasson Park Board Meeting and discussed the dog park plans with their group.  They are excited to work on our dog park and share it between the two cities.  They approved to allocate $5000 to the dog park and may have extra money at the end of the year.  Both entities will develop a plan of agreement for charges, maintenance, etc.  The dog park committee has raised around $3000 in cash and has in-kind labor donations as well.  The group will try to get the fencing donated at cost.  The project will probably be done in phases based on expenses.  Their fundraiser is on Saturday, July 29th from 5-7pm.  Tickets are $25 in advance and $28 at the door.  Hubbell House appetizers, 10-15 kinds of wine, Chocolate Shoppe chocolates and treats.  Also need help with volunteers.  Barbara said that the council is having a meeting on July 15th to discuss whether there is any money available to use for the dog park.  The city has already said that it will not use Mantorville’s tax money for the project.
6. Reports
a. Financial Report:  Elizabeth will check with Cami on the amount of money that is in the park shelter and campground funds.  Barbara will check with the finance committee to see if we can spend the budgeted $800 for the trees in Dennison.  July will be our budgeting meeting so we will meet in the parks.
b. City Council Report:  Barbara and Henry will inquire about the plan to buy or lease lawn mowers for the city.
c. Public Works Report: Adam will spread the extra wood chips that were placed in Bergmann.  Campground sign is up.  We should think about lighting it up at night.  Need to work on safety fence in Dennison.  A few more fence posts broke  in Dennison.  Probably due to wind.  The Joint Ventures is talking about putting a permanent fence in Dennison.  Can we combine the EDA and campground fee money to concrete the camping sites?  The board thinks that cost is too high for the benefit although there was an idea passed around to concrete a few sites for handicap accessibility.  Can we use the campground fees to get a new mower?  Barbara and Henry will ask the council about the plan of leasing or buying lawn mowers.  Adam got the information board near the bike rack opened.

7. Meeting dismissed at 8:15 pm.   The next meeting will be on July 30th, 2013 at 7:00 pm .  We will meet in the parks for this meeting and will follow the posted agenda.
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