Mantorville Park and Recreation Board
6-24-14

Members Present: Cresta Melcher, Ann Tuma, Henry Blair, Elizabeth Oolman, and Don Swanson  
Members Absent: Arlene Wallin  
Guests: Annabelle and Jane Hardwick, Will Lambert

1. Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm.
2. Minutes from 5-27-14 were approved.
3. Changes to agenda: New Business: Marigold Days request for Riverside Park and Tree Memorial in Riverside Park. Remove the “Dennison fence repair” from the agenda.

4. New Business- 
a. Smoking Policy for the Parks- Annabelle Hardwick: Annabelle would like to see all of the parks in Mantorville be smoke-free… reasons: Down-by-the-Riverside event in Rochester is smoke free along with 72 MN parks and 921 throughout the US, Smoking causes 440,000 deaths each year with 38,000 being non-smokers, 300,000 children suffer from respiratory infections caused by second-hand smoke, cigarette butts pose a choking and sickness risk to children as well as being a consistent source of littering.  Cigarette butts can take up to 15 years to decompose.  Cresta discussed the issue with the city clerk and banning smoking in city parks would require a city council approved ordinance.  This would be a large endeavor and the there would be an issue of enforcement.  Henry commented that outdoor second-hand smoke has not been proven to cause a health risk.  He does agree that a ban would be a good idea on bleachers, shelters, etc.  Will Lambert thought signs would be a good idea and it would help promote good role-modeling and there would be less cigarette butts in the playground.  As a park board, we agreed to ban smoking in all park shelters (affects Riverside and Mantor Field) as well as all playground areas (Riverside, Dennison, and Mantor Field shortly).  The ban will have to be approved by the city council as well.  Once approved, we will put up signs in the shelters and near the playgrounds.

b. Request for the use of Riverside Park for Marigold Days- Will Lambert:   The Marigold Days committee is requesting use of Riverside Park for the weekend after Labor Day and a couple of days leading up to the event for Marigold Days with exceptions to the following park rules: No parking on grass, no overnight parking, and no glass in the parks.  Request was approved.

c. Tree Memorial in Riverside Park- Will Lambert:  The Marigold Days committee would like to donate a tree for Riverside Park in honor of Terry “Grumpy” Selle since he was such an integral part of Marigold Days for so many years.  He is unsure on the dollar amount that they want to spend but will have more information at our next meeting.  The board asked that the tree that is placed be worked into our existing tree plan for Riverside park.  Will agreed to that request.  More information to follow.

d. Tree Removal and Planting at Riverside Park- Ann: The board is budgeted $4000 for tree removal and planting within all of the parks.  Ann thought that there were quite a few trees in the line of Ash that are just north of the playground and basketball park.  The removal cost for 8 trees should be around $2000 if we remove the brush.  We would only put a few back in this location with each tree/planting running around $400-$450.  We will also look at removal and planting at Dennison as well as Stussey RV park.  More discussion at the next meeting.

5. Old Business
a. Update on Andrew’s replacement- Henry/Don: Scott Larsen took the job and started on June 16th.  We look forward to meeting with him at our next meeting.
b. Update on Kasson-Mantorville Dog Park Proposal- Cresta: The city passed the request for using land near the water tower for the dog park as well as using EDA/Rochester tax money to help complete funding of the project by a vote of 3-2.  Cresta questioned Don on why he was the first one to vote against the project when he had nothing to say about it at our previous park board meeting.  Don’s response was that he voted against the proposal because outside tax money would be used and the park would create more noise for the neighborhood.  Cresta let us know that the fence will be professionally installed and that the city needed to verify with AT&T where there building is going to go.  Hours for the park will be 7am to 9pm but could be adjusted later if needed.
c. Planning for playground equipment at Mantor Field- All:  Cresta has not been in communication yet with John Olive as to whether he would be willing to donate or give us a deal on excavation work needed for the playground.  The board approved a proposal to spend up to $9000 to put in this playground equipment.  We asked Henry and Don to ask for approval to spend this already-budgeted money at the next council meeting so that we can move this project forward.  In the meantime, Cresta will try to get in touch with John Olive.
6. Reports
a. Financial Report:  nothing to report
b. City Council Report:  nothing more to report
c. Public Works Report: nothing to report

7. Meeting dismissed at 8:25 pm.   The next meeting will be on July 29th, 2014 at 7pm.  This will be our budgeting meeting so we will be meeting in a few different parks throughout the meeting.  Information about the schedule will be on the future agenda sent out by Cresta.
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