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Recreation Board

Minutes
 Tuesday, April 26th, 2016, 7:00 pm 

City Hall
Call to Order 7:00 PM
Present:  Ann Tuma, Will Lambert, Elizabeth Oolman, Henry Blair, Alex Bryngelsen

Introduction of guests:  Charlie, Jessica and Chloe Bradford; Scott Larson
Approval of Minutes – March 29th   Minutes approved (M=Blair, 2nd Bryngelsen)
New Business:
1. Little Library Proposal:  Chloe Bradford was present to advocate for her 7th grade English Passion Project which is to place a little lending library in Riverside Park near the playground.  The Park Board was supportive and Scott Larson will meet with the Bradford Family to determine the best location and facilitate installation.
2. Wood chips/mulch in Riverside park:  Scott has obtained a bid of $4400 for wood chips to be delivered to the Riverside Park playground.  The City Council has approved up to $5,000 for this project already.  Scott will schedule delivery and Park Board members will assist with raking and smoothing out the new mulch.
3. Spring Fling park use request:  The Mantorville Chamber of Commerce requests permission to have a small band play in the park as part of their Spring Fling Fund Raiser on Saturday, May 14.  A motion (M-Oolman, 2nd Blair) was approved to grant permission to allow use of a portion of Riverside Park with an exemption from the prohibition of parking on the grass for this event.  
Old Business: 
1. Mantor Park upgrades/ Joint Ventures meeting:  Elizabeth reported that the Joint Ventures workgroup met and has granted up to $13,400 for construction of dugouts at Mantor Field.  Additional funds may possibly be available from KMYBA.  Ron Unger of Kasson Parks has plans for dugouts which may be available to us.  They have asked the city to also contribute 30% of the final cost.
We will prioritize construction of the dugouts this year and defer drainage and fencing projects until additional funds are available.  Ann will investigate sources of volunteer labor.

2. Mantor Field playground:  We would like to prioritize getting the site graded and equipment installed for this year.  Elizabeth will contact John Olive for a quote on the grading portion after which the play equipment can be installed with timber edging and suitable mulch placed.
3. Campground reservation policy:  Ann presented suggested changes to the policy from the city legal team.  A motion (M-Bryngelsen, 2nd-Oolman) was approved to include the suggested wording, but striking the wording “in the city limits” referring to location of vehicles moved from the RV park by the city.
4. Pick-it-up litter campaign”:  This will take place on Saturday, April 30; 8:00-12:00 focusing on cleanup in the parks and trails.  Board members were encouraged to attend if able.
5. LCCMR Riverside park project:  Ann reported on a meeting she had with Kevin Strauss of ZWP and Mayor Bradford for updating on the Riverside Park project.  A preliminary budget includes 6 informational/educational signs, picnic tables and a ‘conversation area’ in the vicinity of the dam.  The sign designer proposed upright (vertical) signs which the park board feels would be disruptive in the park.  The park board feels strongly that inclined signs would be a much better choice, whether mounted on a standard or a limestone base (strong associations with local architecture and history).  The park board does also prefer movable chairs (perhaps chained?) to accommodate elderly and disabled users in the conversation area.  Ann will provide this feedback to Mr. Strauss.
6. Dennison Field updates:  We plan to install concrete pads beneath the benches at Dennison.  Due to a busy spring work schedule for the city crew and impending use of the field this may have to wait until after baseball season.  
Alex will investigate obtaining additional block needed for the sidewalls of the bleacher area.
Reports 
Financial:  None
Public works:  Joe will remove the smaller Ash trees just west of the old canoe launch and haul away the wood.  Scott reports learning of a tree service used by the city of Kasson and will obtain quotes for the work we will be having done later this year.

City council   -  RV Park reservations are coming in at a good rate.  The WWTF project is proceeding with pipe to be laid this year and pumping to begin in 2017.
Adjournment:  8:25 PM by acclamation
Next meeting:  May 31st, 2016 at 7pm

