MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
MONDAY NOVEMBER 10, 2014
6:30 PM
1. Call to Order – Mayor Bradford called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Members Present:  Chuck Bradford, Barb Ballard, Don Swanson, and Henry Blair.
Members Absent: Jim Maxson
Others Present:  Sherry Roth, Jone and Dan Trapp, Don Hofstad, Gretta Becay, Scott Larsen and Cami Reber.
2. Pledge of Allegiance - Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda 

Pull item 7e. - Personnel Evaluation
4. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Ballard to approve the consent agenda as follows:
a) City Council Meeting Minute’s October 27, 2014  
b) Warrant List  November 10, 2014
c) Dodge County Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda
d) October Sheriff’s Call Report for Mantorville

e) Pay Request #3 RAW Construction
Motion passed unanimously.

5. Public Concerns - none
6. Public Hearing - none
7. Old Business/New Business
a) Request for Support on Local Organic Community Garden

A local land owner is looking at the possibility of starting a local organic community garden.  Member Ballard suggested we look at implementing an ordinance for this.  There are possibly other issues that the city needs to look at before we can make a decision on this.
b) Request for Tree Removal 

The City has received a request for removal of some trees from a property.  The owner is requesting the removal due to their overgrowth and the problems they cause.  They would like to have a cleaner and more maintenance free landscaping.  Scott Larsen, Public Works, commented that they are perfectly normal trees.  Member Ballard noted that we shouldn’t get into the habit of removing trees just because they don’t want to rake up the leaves.  Member Blair said it may be something we may want to consider and he recommended it gets sent to the Park Board since there is no hurry this year.  Mayor Bradford stated that the trees are so large that there is limited sunlight on the property.  Council agreed to send this request to the Park Board for their consideration.    
c) Resolution 2014-17 A RESOLUTION APPROVING STATE OF MN JP AGREEMENTS
Motion made by Member Ballard, second by Member Swanson to approve the resolution as presented.  Motion found to be out of order.  Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member to pull Resolution 2014-17, A RESOLUTION APPROVING STATE OF MN JP AGREEMENTS from the table.  Member Ballard was able to get her questions answered from the prosecuting attorney.  Motion made by Mayor Bradford, second by Member Blair to approve Resoltuion 2014-17.   Motion passed unanimously.

d) McGinley Rasmussen Post (VFW) Liquor License Renewal 2015

Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Blair to approve the liquor license for the VFW.  Motion passed unanimously.

e) Personnel Evaluation Form/Process – tabled
f) Christmas Tree Lighting – Scott presented

Scott Larsen obtained a bid just to see what the cost would be to hire someone else to put the lights up on the big tree in Riverside Park.  The cost came in at $1,700 to have them come in and do the tree which includes all of the lights. Member Ballard noted that we should buy our own lights and take care of it.  Council agreed and Scott said they would do the best they can.    

g) Approval of Mantorville Fire and Rescue Department Applicant

Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Blair to approve Grant Brossard to the MVFD.  Member Ballard noted that she thought that he is already a member of the Kasson Fire Department.  Member Swanson amended the motion by stating that approval be conditional that he only be active on a single fire department, that being Mantorville.  The amendment was accepted by Member Blair.  Motion passed unanimously.

h) Resolution 2014-24 A RESOLUTION TO CERTIFY THE RESULTS OF THE GENERAL ELECTION HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2014
Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Ballard, to approve Resolution 2014-24, A RESOLUTION TO CERTIFY THE RESULTS OF THE GENERAL ELECTION HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2014.  Motion passed unanimously.

i) Grader Financing

Council Members discussed financing of a new grader.  Member Swanson feels that after trade in, we will only have to pay about $50,000.  The current estimates we have are between $115,000 and $125,000.  Scott noted that our current grader is only worth $15,000 on a trade in.  Members discussed financing options and if we should pay cash now or do a micro loan.  Member Blair said it makes sense to finance it now and there is always the option of paying it off early.  Mayor Bradford noted that if we finance it, then we need to adjust our budget going forward to have the recurring payment.  The Council does not need to do anything tonight but make a mental note of adding a payment in the budget for the financing of it.    
j) 2015 Budget 
Mayor Bradford asked if anyone has any additional comments or observations on the budget.  Member Ballard will review the information that Cami has put together on the staff time study for wage distribution.  Cami will send out the wish lists from all departments.
8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – 
Scott updated the Council on the 7th Street Project.  He also reported on a Pine tree in Slingerland Park that needs to be removed.  He will get an estimate on the removal of it.  
b) City Clerk Report 
Cami brought the Council up to date on the new septic permits and Council had no problem with her signing off on them as there are no plans to extend the sewer to those areas.  She also reminded the Council to sign the canvassing report before they leave.
c) Consultant Report – none
d) Committee Report

· Chamber – Member Ballard reported that they are working on Old Fashion Christmas. 
· Fire Department – Member Ballard reported on their last training meeting.  

· Park Board – Scott got some pricing on fixing the bleachers.  It is close to the $700 that they have budgeted.  Mayor Bradford asked that the paid bills be given to him so he can presnt them to the Joint Venture Group.  The playground equipment placement in Mantor Field may not take place this year and may need to be held off until the Spring.  Mayor Bradford gave an update on the Dog Park Dedication.    

e) Council Member Report

· Member Ballard – nothing to report but asked if anyone noticed an abundance of mice around town this year.
· Member Swanson – asked on the status of the house at 408 West Street.  Mayor Bradford noted it hasn’t been as straight forward as they had hoped but it is being worked on.  
· Member Blair – none

f) Mayor Report – Reminder that tomorrow is Veterans Day and what that means.   
9. Executive Session – None  
10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Ballard, second by Member Swanson to adjourn the meeting at 7:21 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.
