MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 8, 2014
6:30 PM
1. Call to Order – Mayor Bradford called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Members Present: Chuck Bradford, Henry Blair, Jim Maxson, Don Swanson and Barb Ballard
Others Present: Will Lambert, Gene Lushinsky, Paul Lushinsky, Ken Granle, Rog Nolte, Tom Gall, Don Hofstad, Bill Reding, Jeff Ingalls, Rachel Bennett, Don Hofstad, Scott & Karrie Berg, Scott Prins, Tim Hruska, Scott Larsen and Cami Reber. 
2. Pledge of Allegiance - Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda – None 
4. Consent Agenda – Motion made Member Blair, second by Member Swanson to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
a) City Council Meeting Minute’s August 25, 2014 
b) Warrant List  September 8, 2014
c) Dodge County Board of Commissioners Special Meeting Agenda September 8, 2014

d) Dodge County Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda September 9, 2014
e) Dodge County Sheriffs Call Report for August
f) Mantorville Park Board Meeting Minutes August 26, 2014

g) Acknowledgment for Use of Gambling Funds, MVFD Relief Association
Barb asked about the future costs for the dog park supplies.  Mayor Bradford noted that all future costs should go through the Park Board.  Motion passed unanimously.

5. Public Concerns - none
6. Public Hearing - none
7. Old Business/New Business
a) Walnut Street Drainage Project – Public Input
1.  Direction for the 7th – 9th Street Drainage Project

Tim outlined the three options that the City could consider to move forward with.  Option 1 would be to stop the drainage project between 7th to 9th , Option 2 would be to do the project using the prescriptive easement outlined by the City Attorney, and Option 3 would be to do the project but avoid Mr. Galls property and utilize the existing easement.  Mayor Bradford asked for public comments and concerns.  
Gene Lushinsky – a West Street resident, is concerned with the water coming off of 8th Street and coming onto West Street and how it will affect his driveway.  Tim said that he would meet with him one on one as that is outside of this project.    

Another resident asked why the project ends 150’ south of 7th Street?  Why isn’t it ending at the end of the block versus where it is now?  Tim replied that it is because we need to match the grades of the road.  She stated that now it’s going to come off the curb and right into her yard.  Tim replied that the water will be caught in the storm water catch basins which is meant to decrease the amount of water that comes off of there where before it was sheeting across the yards.    

Tom Gall  – in regards to the water draining in North of 9th Street, he urges us to take a look at our City Ordinance with regards to drain ways.  He thinks that all that water which is coming into the drain tile, which would be from West Street, isn’t within City ordinance.  There are rules in regards to what water can go into wetlands.  If you can take the water out of there and not go into the wetlands, that’s what stops our problem because that’s what started our problem to begin with.  He stated that he and his wife have not received anything from us, nothing with any type of proposal for an easement, prescriptive easement or any type of discussion from us and they are still looking for this.  He also noted to the Council that we do not have a prescriptive easement, which requires a quiet title action.  That’s a court action.    

In 2009 he did a major drainage project on his own, he took over his own drainage problem and he doesn’t have any problems there, as far as his side of the block is concerned.  What we are proposing is just not needed.  He stated that he doesn’t have a copy of the plans but to put in 10-12 feet of rip rap, that’s taking from their yard which is not needed.  It’s a major concern for them and the reason they dug in their heels so strongly.  They have talked to their neighbors and they don’t have any complaints about drainage.  They have come to the City Council over the years, complained about stepping up and being responsible to maintain your own systems, we’ve never done that.  He walked Council Member Blair through this a couple weeks ago.  This is the City’s responsibility to do and we aren’t living up to that responsibility.  The City is proposing a project that will put more responsibility on us to maintain and we aren’t even doing that today.  The City needs to step up and actually maintain the system we have before we build more stuff.  They are still willing to work with us but we have to get together, there has to be some discussion and there has been no response.     
Council Members discussed the comments made and the drainage to the area to the North of 9th Street.  Mayor Bradford noted that when he has gone around talking to various neighbors, it is his impression that there is actually some issues that they want addressed up there; how the drainage ditch always stays wet.  There is desire to have an adequate drainage system in there.  Discussion continued.  Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Swanson to continue on with the project working within the existing easement as we have until and unless we receive an additional easement space across the property that we don’t have at such time as we do that, we can straighten out and go that way.  Member Ballard asked some questions on the location of Mr. Galls property and the type of drainage pipe we are using.  Mr. Gall asked for his own clarification, the City is assuming we still have an easement there?  Mayor Bradford noted that yes; we have an existing easement there.  

Mayor Bradford asked again if there are any additional comments on this action.  Bill Reding asked if when we take out the concrete bridge which is there, are we going to move that 6’ drainage pipe closer to the catch basin that runs under the road? Right now it stops about 10’to the north of the concrete bridge.  
Paul Lushinsky commented that option 1, not doing the project, is not an option.  For the residents on the north half of that project, right now there is a swamp that can’t be mowed, they have a weed patch and it gets worst going north.  

Gene Lushinsky commented that he use to own property up there and it got to the point that they could not mow the ditch; something does need to be done.  
Tom noted section 150.040 of the Mantorville City Code stating the only time that the use of rip rap being appropriate is in the bend of a drainage way.  It does not say for straight sections at all.  
Mayor Bradford reiterated the motion on the table which is to exercise option “C” as outlined by our engineer and that is to go forward with the 7th Street Drainage Project with a modification in one area using the existing easement on that one particular property.   Motion passed unanimously.  
2. Direction for the 6th Street Culvert Project 
The Mayor noted that 3 bids came in for the 6th Street culvert which was done based on concerns from the last meeting.  The Finance Committee met and was able to find the funding.  The Finance Committee is recommending to move forward with the project.  Swenke IMS was the low bid at $32,500.  

Tim noted that there is a December 1 completion date. The culvert will be a 6’ x 3’ box culvert, and remove the sidewalk to the north.  This will not be replaced because it does not go anywhere.  Due to the December 1 completion date, the bituminous won’t be replaced this year but will be done in the Spring of 2015 along with the other yearly road projects.  Tim noted the three quotes submitted as follows:  Swenke IMS - $32,500, SL Contracting - $39,940.00 and RAW Construction - $48,684.11.  
Bill Reding commented that the drainage pipe that goes under 7th is roughly 1 foot below the base of the ditch which runs from 7th to 6th.  Are we planning to dredge that down some.  Tim noted that we would talk to the contractor about this when they are touching up in that area.    

Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Maxson to proceed as recommended by the Finance Committee.  Henry asked where the money was coming from for this.  Mayor Bradford noted that it will come from the Storm Water Fund.  Motion passed unanimously.  
b)  EAW for Historic Building Demo Project – EIS need determination

The City completed the EAW process and put out a request for comments.  Two comments were received with no stated concerns.  Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Swanson to accept Resolution 2014-13, A RESOLUTION DECLARING A NEGATIVE NEED FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE DEMOLITION OF A VACANT BUILDING KNOWN AS THE MCKEAN HOUSE LOCATED IN THE MANTORVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT.   Motion passed unanimously.  
c) Approval of Demo Permit – 520 Main Street North
Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Blair to approve the Demolition permit for 520 Main Street North.  Member Ballard spoke about the City being a tourism town and we need to look at what the impact is on tearing down a historical structure; once it’s gone there’s no going back.  We need to work on maintaining what we have left in the City.  Member Swanson noted that the current structure is a danger to the public and it has to come down sooner or later, as long as they replace it historically.  Council Members discussed and agreed that the City needs to look at how to facilitate discussion with the property owners to keep up these historical structures.  Unfortunately, this structure was not maintained well and there is nothing salvageable.  

Karrie Berg commented that she agreed with the need to maintain our historic structures.  Their intention was to fix up the building as it stood, not buy it and tear it down.  But once they got in there and saw what was wrong, they had no choice but to go this route.  Motion passed with Mayor Bradford and Members Blair, Maxson and Swanson voting for and Member Ballard voting against.  
d) Rog Nolte – MVFD Pension Benefit Increase

Rog Nolte, on behalf of the Relief Association, presented the request to increase the Relief Pension benefit to $1,200.  He explained the process, how the funds are set up, and liability based on a full 30 member FD.  His conservative projections show they are fully funded through the year 2026.  Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Maxson to approve the increase to the MVFD Benefit to $1,200.  Motion passed unanimously.  

e) Jeff Ingalls – Trails
Jeff Ingalls, on behalf of the EDA Trails Committee, discussed the plan for the Mantorville City Trail.  The EDA has voted to spend some funds in getting some grants issued to improve the intercity bike trails hopefully to connect up with the regional trails in the future.  They need the involvement of the City Engineer to help with some cost determination.  

Council Members discussed.  Tim Hruska, City Engineer, threw out an approximate cost of $3,000 - $5,000 to help with engineering to get this ready for grant writing.  The EDA approved the dollars to be paid from the Rochester Sales Tax Dollars.  Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Ballard to approve to spend up to $5,000 to support the proposal.  Motion passed unanimously.    
f) 2015 Working Budget
Council Members were asked to review the preliminary budget and bring back their thoughts and idea for the next meeting.  
8. TBD

a) Public Works Report 

Scott Larsen reported on the street sweeper.  He is getting an estimate on the cost to fix it now and what he can get to sell it.  He received an estimate for street cleaning services at roughly $2,500 a year and the initial downtown area would be $325.  He will bring back the numbers for the Council to decide what to do.   
b) City Clerk Report
Cami reported on a request she received to temporarily rent out space in the old Radiator Shop.  It would be just for storage of plumbing supplies and possibly a desk for minor book work.  They are agreeing to pay whatever portion of utilities they would need.  The City could still utilize the middle part of the building for its storage.  Motion made by Member Blair, second by Mayor Bradford to approve the rental of the space at $200 per month plus any utility costs.  Motion passed with Mayor Bradford and Members Blair, Ballard and Maxson voting for and Member Swanson voting against.  
c) Consultant Report – none
d) Committee Report

· EDA – the Commission discussed next year being Marigold Days 50th, Anthony Hofstad was awarded the GEM, and continuing work on the branding.
· Fire Department – discussion on the freedom walk, celebrity bar tending raised $1,200, new tires on the rescue rig, and 8 first responder calls last month.  
· MRA – Don reported that he thought they had a good turnout for Marigold Days and it looks good today.   
· Park Board – Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Swanson to allow the Park Board to spend $1,000 for the repair of the Dennison Park bleachers.  There is a 2’ gap between the retaining wall and the back and sides of the bleachers.  Mayor Bradford feels we need to send this back to the Joint Powers Group to pay for.  Motion passed unanimously.   
e) Council Member Report

· Member Maxson – none.
· Member Blair – Marigold Days seemed good. 

· Member Ballard – the dedication of the flag poles was nice.
· Member Swanson – a good Marigold Days. 

f) Mayor Report – Mayor Bradford read the thank you from Anthony Hofstad and handed out his speech during the flag dedication to everyone.   He extended a thank you to all of the volunteer’s and everyone that makes the effort.  
9. Executive Session - none 
10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Swanson to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.    
