MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA

MONDAY JULY 22, 2013
6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Bradford called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Members Present: Chuck Bradford, Henry Blair, Jim Maxson, Don Swanson, and Barb Ballard.
Others Present: Caroline Plank, Jennifer Wolforth, Dan Ryan, Meg Bryngelson, Cresta Melcher, Bryce Gunderson, Matt Nelson, James Jencks, Brian Sandstrom, Justin Johnson, Dewey Larson, Representative Duane Quam, Gretta Becay and Cami Reber.
2. Pledge of Allegiance - Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda - Done
4. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Swanson to approve the consent agenda as follows:
a)  City Council Meeting Minutes July 15, 2013

b)  Warrant List July 22, 2013

c)   Dodge County Commissioners Meeting Agenda July 23, 2013
Member Ballard questioned the joint ventures payment and Sheriffs contract payment.  Motion passed unanimously.

5. Public Concerns – Caroline Plank, Chestnut Street resident, asked about the previously requested dead end and no outlet sign at the end of Chestnut Street.  Cami will follow up with Dave on this.  
6. Public Hearing – None
7. Old Business/New Business

a) Dog Park Funds – tabled from previous meeting

Mayor Bradford gave a summary of the previous meeting and noted this meeting is about where money is coming from, not if there should be a dog park.

Cresta Melcher, Park Board Chair, spoke and did agree that it had been decided not to use Mantorville tax dollars for the building of the dog park but that the maintenance would be done with the City.  It is the Park Boards feeling that use of the Rochester Sales Tax dollars would not be the same as using Mantorville tax dollars and the City should approve that.  
Several residents spoke about being assured that no city money would be used for this dog park.  Dan Ryan, Chestnut Street resident, reiterated the July 25, 2011 Council Meeting minutes where it was stated that no tax would be used.  He stated that people feel they were misled that the dog park should be self supportive without the use of any type of tax dollars.  It was asked who is paying the electric bill, the water, etc.   
James Jencks, a resident on Chestnut, feels the Rochester money is not considered “City Funds”.  Our basic tax dollars and LGA is City Funds.  Kasson City Council Member Matt Nelson stated that the City of Kasson has sent money for the dog park and fully intends to share in the cost of operating the park.  More discussion took place on the park maintenance, use of city funds, private funds, etc.      

Cresta was asked about the current amount of money they have collected so far and how much it will cost to get things going.  They have raised about $9,000.  Bryce Gunderson noted that phase 1 would cost $20,000 on the high end and $15,000 on the low end.  They will use a chain link fence and plant a buffer of bushes but allow for the possible planned trail.  The Committee will continue to hold fundraisers for the upkeep of the dog park.   
Discussion continued on the information brought forward n the past and the surveys that were done.  Member Blair doesn’t feel that we can vote on this yet as we haven’t received the money yet.  There are plenty of projects vying for this money.  Terry Eckstein, Mantorville EDA Commissioner, would like the Council to decide tonight if they are open to use of outside funds for the park.  Others spoke that they wouldn’t be against the dollars going to the dog park if it was located in a different area of the City and not so close to residential neighborhoods.    
Motion was made by Mayor Bradford, second by Member Blair to start the investigation process and dialogue with the EDA onto how we would go about utilizing the sales tax dollars and if the figure to be used is $5,000 or a different figure, modifying it in some way, but not yet committing to actually spend the $5,000, and to go forward with the discussions.  Member Maxson said he would definitely like to look into a different location, not saying change it, but look into it.  Member Swanson agreed that we need to have more discussion.  Motion passed unanimously.  This is now on the table for consideration.  The Council has not committed to spending the money and will possibly look at alternative locations.    
b) Greek Revival Building Utility Connection – tabled from previous meeting
The previous meeting, Tom Ferry, requested that the City reconsider their previous decision on granting a 30% reduction in the connection fee to the Greek Revival building.  Member Blair noted that our ordinance states that the connection fee is paid by the parcel, not the building.  Council discussed.  Jamie Jencks, MRA, spoke about the other fees the MRA will be paying, setting a precedence, justifying the forgiveness, and things that the MRA has helped on in the past.  They could definitely use that money for the connection fee somewhere else.
Council discussed.  Mayor Bradford noted we were asked to reconsider our original decision of the 30% based on new information.  Our research has indicated that what we were presented with for new information does not apply in this case.  Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Ballard to pull off the table the reconsideration of the Greek Revival connection fee.   Motion passed with Members Blair, Ballard, Maxson and Swanson voting for and Mayor Bradford voting against.  Mayor Bradford does not think we have sufficiently shown new information that was not considered in the previous questions.  He does not feel we have a reason to reexamine this.  Member Ballard feels we do have the information but the new information indicates that it is invalid.  Member Maxson feels we have new information if we want to look at it.  Member Blair wanted time to consider based on the fee being already paid by the building.  It doesn’t apply per our ordinance and that’s the concern he wanted to address before making a decision last week.  Mayor Bradford stated the original motion was for us to reconsider the 30% with the consideration of 100% forgiveness on the connection fee of the Greek house.  Members Maxson, Ballard and Swanson voted for, Mayor Bradford and Member Blair voted against.  Motion passed for 100% fee forgiveness because they are a partner in the City.
c) Resolution 2013-12  A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE EXTENSION OF WORKERS COMPENSATION TO ELECTED OFFICIALS
Council Member Blair requested to have wording added that any work done either needs to be approved by the Council or in direct confer with City employees.  Council discussed.  Member Blair will come up with some wording to add to the draft.  The final one will be presented at the next Council meeting.  
8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – Chloride will be spread in Riverside Park in the next two weeks.
b) City Clerk Report – Cami noted to members that the autistic child signs that a resident had installed were stolen again this year, she handed out the updated expense/revenue year to date numbers and explained the new TNT process and the reporting of the sales tax.  
c) Consultant Report - none
d) Committee Report - none
e) Council Member Report

· Member Maxson - asked when the barn will be gone

· Member Blair – none

· Member Ballard – will be taking a look at the revenues

· Member Swanson – asked about the status of a property in town.  
f) Mayor Report – reminded everyone of the Mantorville Gems award.
g) Tabled Items

· Sidewalk Ordinance
· Water Tower Lease Agreement

· Request to reopen Blanch Street – Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Maxson to pull off the table the request to reopen previously vacated Blanch Street.  Motion passed with Mayor Bradford and Members Swanson, Maxson and Ballard voting for and Member Blair voting against.  Mayor Bradford explained what the process will be to reopen a vacated street.  Member Swanson noted this has no use to the City and no value to the City.  Member Ballard asked for clarification on the law.  Mayor Bradford explained.  
Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Maxson not to reopen Blanch Street. Member Maxson pulled his vote due to conflict of interest.  Motion died for lack of a second.  No further discussion.    
9. Executive Session - None

10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Ballard, second by Member Blair to adjourn the meeting at 8:53 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.  
