MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY JULY 14, 2014
6:30 PM
1. Call to Order – Mayor Bradford called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Members Present:  Chuck Bradford, Jim Maxson, Don Swanson and Barb Ballard.

Others Present:  Luke and Lynette Nash, Brett Schultze, Robert Vogel, Dave Dripps, Paul Larsen, Ron Ruport, Glen Webster, Jane Olive, Gretta Becay, Tim Hruska – WHKS, and Cami Reber.
2. Pledge of Allegiance - Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda – Member Ballard asked about delaying some of the items on the agenda due to there being so much.  Cami felt that most of the items wouldn’t take up much time.  Mayor Bradford noted that there were people present looking for action on some of the items so we should get through it.  
4. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Mayor Bradford to approve the consent agenda as follows;
a) City Council Meeting Minute June 23, 2014 
b) Warrant List  July 14, 2014
c) Notice of SEMLM Meeting
d) Dodge County Sheriffs Activity for June 2014

e) Park Board Meeting Minutes June 24, 2014

Motion passed with Mayor Bradford and Council Members Maxson and Swanson voting for and Member Ballard voting against.  
5. Public Concerns

Brett Schultze asked about his bill with the City and how are we planning to address it?  Are we going to court?  Cami noted that we are in the middle of reviewing our legal services and he will be notified once we have someone on board.  
6. Public Hearing – Motion made by Member Ballard, second by Member Swanson to close the regular meeting and open the public hearing at 6:36 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.  
a)  Amendment §93.04 Titled Sidewalk Maintenance and Repair
Mayor Bradford explained the reason for the public hearing is to take comments on the amendment to Chapter 93.04 of the City Code titled Sidewalk Maintenance and Repair.
Paul Larsen discussed what past practice has been when the City has had to tear up a sidewalk to repair a water line, from the shut off out, they have also repaired the sidewalk at the City’s expense.  Maybe the City should consider going out and doing a survey of all sidewalks.  He discussed previous repairs to his sidewalk.  He did not hire the contractor but he did pay his share of the bill.  If he has to pay, he would like his sidewalk fixed correctly.  Mayor Bradford asked if Paul had any input on the change to the current ordinance being proposed.  Paul said he didn’t have a problem with it as long as he would be notified ahead of time.  Mayor Bradford noted that yes, if the City tears up a sidewalk to get to a water line repair, we would pay for that sidewalk repair.    

Glen Webster, representing the Welcome Center, has an issue with what is there as a sidewalk, even though it’s not really a sidewalk.  Water drains down from the Sheriff’s Department garage and washes out what they have there.  He wants to know how they go about getting something put in.  Mayor Bradford noted that what he is presently doing is what he needs to do.  Glen asked for the City Engineer to come and take a look at what is there and what he would need to do to get it fixed.  Tim noted that he can look at it and the City can decide what percentage they want to partake in for the repairs.  The City is looking at mapping out all of the sidewalks and conditions to come up with a replacement plan.        

Dave Dripps – Bergman Drive – owns property next to the welcome center.  3 ½ years ago a proposal was submitted for a sidewalk in front of the Welcome Center to 4th Street.  The estimate in 2011 was $9,250.  Dave is asking that the City use some of its Sales Tax Dollars from Rochester to pay for the whole improvement.  If we can spend money on dogs, we should be spending some money to improve the pedestrian safety on the main street of our business district; especially in front of the Welcome Center.  He is proposing the City Council pay the full cost of the City Improvement and that we modify the ordinance to make this improvement in our town.  There was further discussion on the width of the sidewalk, trees, right of way, etc.

Jane Olive noted that the State health improvement program did a pedestrian walk ability study several years ago.  They determined that putting in a sidewalk for half a block is not really helping the community have a friendly pedestrian-bike community.  You’re only going half a block, then where does it go. We need to think about the bigger picture of how this is going to be for our community.  Is putting in a half a block of sidewalk for $10,000 really helping our community?  Maybe it is or maybe it isn’t.  We have to look at the big picture.  More discussion took place on the need for sidewalks in our downtown commercial district. 

Mayor Bradford gave some back ground on why we are having this discussion tonight.  The City is planning to come up with a strategic process to say where does it makes sense to have a continuous sidewalk system and how can we logically go about that in an order process instead of waiting for a property owner to come up and tell us what they want.        
Ron Ruport, Clay Street, asked about any changes to putting in new sidewalks and who is sharing the cost to that?  The ordinance proposal only addresses repairs and maintenance, not putting in of new sidewalks.  Tim noted that the City would look at their assessment policy for construction of new sidewalks in areas of town that aren’t currently served by it.  Those typically come in when a new project is being proposed.  That would be separate from the maintenance and repair of current sidewalks.  Dave Dripps asked that new sidewalks be addressed in the same proposal as maintenance and repairs.  The City would need to amend both ordinances and do the process again.  Mayor Bradford noted that we are waiting for further information from the State that could help us substantially with all of these projects and get any benefits we can.        
Motion made by Member Ballard, second by Member Maxson to close the public hearing and go back into regular session at 7:10 pm.  Motion passed unanimously. 
7. Old Business/New Business
a) Resolution 2014-07 Sidewalk Inspection and Maintenance Policy
Council discussed do they want to move forward with what is there or bring back the assessment ordinance also and make amendments.  Paul Larsen noted that the City needs to move forward and get some of these repaired.  We don’t have time to go through more public hearings.  Member Ballard commented that we need to be clear that we have no money in the budget this year to work on sidewalks.  Jane Olive replied that the City has to fix the sidewalks on 5th Street.  Motion made by Member Maxson, second by Member Swanson to approve Resolution 2014-07, SIDEWALK INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE POLICY.  Motion passed unanimously.   
b) Demo Permit Approval/Recommend Mitigation 
Cami explained to the Council that SHPO did send a response to the previous letter she submitted to them requesting any comment on the demolition permit request for 520 Main Street North.  SHPO is requiring the EAW process be followed per the EQB rules.  She is also requesting that the City Council approve Robert Vogel to help us through the process.  Motion made by Member Maxson, second by Member Swanson to approve staff to move forward with the EAW and hire Robert Vogel to help with the process.  Mayor Bradford stated this sounded like the right idea and to move the process forward.  Member Ballard noted that the letter stated that there are funds available to help preserve these historical sites as opposed to tearing them down.  Mayor Bradford replied that he believes the purpose of the EAW is to help identify if it is a candidate for funding.  Jane Olive said the preservation alliance of MN provides funding for properties that can be deemed salvageable.  This particular piece of property has gone beyond that.  Motion passed with Mayor Bradford and Members Maxson and Swanson voting for and Member Ballard voting against.  
c) Heritage Preservation Commission – Robert Vogel

 Robert Vogel informed the Council about the creation of a Heritage Preservation Commission.  If we had one of these, we would not be going through the EAW process. The Preservation Commission would make all of the decisions. MN Law allows you to do it and 70 MN cities have one.  It puts more authority in our hands and cuts down on the process.  There is more federal money available that we can get to take care of these structures ahead of the issues so we don’t wind up in the spot we are in.  

The process can take from 6-9 months to get everything set up on paper.  We would create an advisory commission, otherwise known as the Heritage Preservation Commission.  It would cost the City a couple thousand to get it set up.  It does save the City money in the long run.  We are always going to have something come up in the Historic District.  

Jane Olive, on behalf of the MRA, commented that it seems like historic buildings are falling apart, everywhere.  It’s becoming an issue about how we go about preserving what needs to be preserved, determining what needs to be saved and what can’t be.  This may help us to get ahead of it a little bit.  This would be an advisory committee to the City.  Mayor Bradford asked that Robert write up a draft to bring back to Council to review and consider.  
d) WWTP Agreement – Resolution 2014-08 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF MANTORVILLE TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH HE CITY OF KASSON TO PERMIT THE CITY OF KASSON TO TREAT WASTEWATER FROM THE CITY OF MANTORVILLE.
Tim Hruska, City Engineer, reviewed the final agreement that has been being reviewed with both City Sewer Committees and engineers to come up with this final document.  The City will pay to Kasson a connection fee of $2,250 for each sewer connection in Mantorville.  This is considered a buy in to the current plant.  Mantorville will pay to Kasson $250,000 at the signing of the contract with the remainder of the first half due January 14, 2015.  The remainder of the connection fee will be paid at the time of connection.  Mantorville’s share of the capital cost of the $5.5 million dollar project is 17.7% which is roughly $982,000.  Tim reviewed the agreement and explained how the operation and maintenance costs came to be in the agreement.  Motion made by Member Maxson, second by Member Swanson to approve Resolution 2014-08, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF MANTORVILLE TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF KASSON TO PERMIT THE CITY OF KASSON TO TREAT WASTEWATER FROM THE CITY OF MANTORVILLE.  The final connection date is set for the end of 2015.  Plans will be done by the end of this year so we can go out for bid the beginning of 2015.  Motion passed unanimously.
e) Resolution 2014-09 – RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES RELATING TO COMPLIANCE WITH REIMBURSEMENT BOND REGULATIONS UNDER THE INTERNAL REVENUE  CODE AND DECLARING OFFICIAL INTENT TO REIMBURSE CERTAIN PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT COSTS

Motion made by Member Maxson, second by Member Swanson to approve Resolution 2014-09, RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES RELATING TO COMPLIANCE WITH REIMBURSEMENT BOND REGULATIONS UNDER THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE AND DECLARING OFFICIAL INTENT TO REIMBURSE CERTAIN PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT COSTS.  Motion passed unanimously.  
f) Walnut Street Drainage 
Tim reviewed with the Council the Walnut Street Drainage problem that has been being discussed for years.  He has provided a couple of options; the first one being more of  a short term fix with the second option being the building of the burm.  Tim is recommending the City approve the Option 1 which can be done as soon as the crops come out and further discuss Option 2 next year.  We will need to work with the property owner and the Dodge SWCD.  Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Maxson to approve the City Engineer move forward with Option 1.  Payment of this will come from the Storm Sewer Fund.  
g) Traffic Control 4th Street/Clay Street 

Tim discussed controlled intersections with the Council.  Stop signs don’t reduce speed.  Discussion took place on other ways to reduce speed in town.  Cami will notify the Sheriffs Dept to make more of a presence at that intersection. 

h) Resolution 2014-10 A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION JUDGES FOR THE PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTION 2014
 Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Maxson to approve Resolution 2014-   10, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION JUDGES FOR THE PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTION 2014.  Motion passed unanimously.
i) RFP Legal Services – Set Interview Dates

The Council set the interviews for July 22 starting at 6:00 pm.
j) Playground Equipment Placement at Mantor Field

Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Maxson to approve the placement of the park equipment in Mantor Field and the cost of it as budgeted, up to $9,000.  Motion passed unanimously.  
k) Smoking Ban in Park Shelter Area’s

Council tabled this request so Cami can verify any laws/rules before Council approves this.  
8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – none
b) City Clerk Report – Cami updated the Council on the following: 
· National Night Out – Tuesday, August 5

· On August 16 around 150 bikes will be coming through town and plan to stop for 1-2 hours.  Council approved the request by the Saloon to close off the parking lot area in order to allow people to be out there.  There will not be any liquor served out there, but people will be able to take there drinks out there.  It is only for a few hours.  

· 7th Street Project update

· Filing dates – July 29 – August 12 

· SEMLM Meeting – let her know if you are planning to attend
c) Consultant Report 
WHKS - Tim gave an update on the bid for the sidewalk repairs in front of the post office.  Motion made by Member Ballard, second by Member Swanson to approve the repairs to be done by Rochester Service Company per the estimate submitted as part of the street repairs that they are doing.  The owner of the post office building is requesting to be able to go in and repair his building when the old sidewalk is torn out at his own expense.  He will work with Rochester Service on this.  Motion made by Member Maxson, second by Member Swanson to approve the repair of the sidewalk and the City pay 100% of the cost out of CIP.  Member Swanson withdrew his second.  Motion died for lack of a second.  Discussion on the process the Council wants to follow for this.  Motion made by Member Ballard, second by Member Swanson that we follow the ordinance, notify the property owners that the City will make the repairs and will cover 50% of the cost and the remaining will be divided among the abutting property owners.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Tim updated the Council on the Highway 57 project that MN Dot is doing next year.  As part of the project, if the City wants to pay for the install of a conduit for future lighting, now would be the time to do so if we choose.  Council agreed and instructed Tim to let them know. 

d) Committee Report

· Chamber - they are moving the next meeting to Thursday; they are discussing funding for advertisements; they discussed removal of the dam. 

· Fire Department – discussed getting LED lights for one of the trucks and an update on the training was given.

e) Council Member Report

· Member Ballard - Preservation Association – why would we do this?  Council Members discussed this and the reasoning behind having it.  Cami will send more information to the Members on this.
· Member Swanson – none

· Member Maxson - none

f) Mayor Report - none
9. Executive Session - none
10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Ballard, second by Mayor Bradford to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.    
