MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY MAY 23, 2013
6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Bradford called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Members Present: Chuck Bradford, Henry Blair, Don Swanson, Jim Maxson, and Barb Ballard
Others Present: Robert Pettey, Melissa Almer, Gretta Becay, Adam Hovden and Cami Reber
2. Pledge of Allegiance - None
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda  
Addition to Consent Agenda as 4d) List of Disconnects for May 
4. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Maxson, second by Member Swanson to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
a)  City Council Meeting Minutes May 13, 2013

b)  Warrant List May 23, 2013

c)  April Sheriffs Dept Activity Report for Mantorville

d)  May UB Disconnects - Added
Motion passed unanimously.

5. Public Concerns  
Melissa Almer – has been a resident in Mantorville for 23 years.  She came tonight to discuss her property at 401 Walnut Street.  She has received a letter from the City and has been in contact with the City (regarding her property.)  Her issue is with Councilman Don Swanson.  She has a barn on her property, which after the May 2 snowstorm, the roof on the barn collapsed.  She lives in an 1890’s house and believes the barn could be just as old.  When the barn collapsed, they didn’t make an immediate move on the clean up because of the snow.  The second weekend after the snow, they began to clean out the barn and remove what was important in there.  She contacted Cami on the 17th of May to see if she needed a demolition permit.  That is when Cami informed her that a complaint had been received and she would be getting a letter from the City.  She said she had every intention of cleaning up the barn.  

Her issue with Council Member Swanson is that he discussed the issue outside of the Council Chamber to people in the public.  Comments were made at the pancake breakfast at the Congregational Church and comments made to the common neighbors.  She feels her right to privacy and confidentiality were breached.  Member Swanson noted that yes, he had talked to the neighbor, Jeff, and to Member Maxson at the pancake breakfast and if anyone else overheard, he can’t help that.  He wasn’t trying to hide anything, for Councils and the City’s sake you were getting a letter in response to the barn because that way it is documented and later on down the road nothing can be disputed.    

 Melissa is well aware of the Data Privacy Laws as she is required by her employer to take training each year on it.  It should not be, prior to her receiving a letter in the mail, that her teenager comes home from work and tells her he knew who had filed the complaint and that a letter is coming.  She feel he has breached confidentiality and public trust.  Those who were concerned approached her on it and she spoke to everyone who borders her property.  She feels she has been done a great disservice and that it is legally wrong for what has occurred.  The Council needs to take this up.  She asked for and received the Mantorville Bylaws.  The Council needs to have a Code of Ethics for what happens outside of the Chambers.  She would like to know what is now going to happen.  
Mayor Bradford responded that the Mantorville City Council does have a Code of Ethics and feels we need to get everyone up to speed and on the same page for that.  He agrees it was inappropriate behavior but doesn’t know what more can be done tonight except review the code of ethics.  Even though everything that happens in the Chamber is public knowledge, it’s not our duty that every little detail is disseminated outside of this forum.  Melissa agreed that once she received the letter, she has no expectation of confidentiality at that point.  Mayor Bradford understands her concern and thanked her for bringing this to our attention.  Member Swanson apologized if he offended Melissa, but all he was doing was answering questions.  The Code of Ethics was handed out and will be discussed at the last meeting in June.  
Robert Pettey – turned in a piece of paper showing the area at the Senior Center where they want to finish the blacktop and add to their parking.  He needs to get the City approval on this.  The area is about 16’ X 41’, blacktop around the power pole, they hope to dig it out and put in the gravel themselves and just have it blacktopped.  If they can’t afford the black top, can they just gravel it?  Council wants to see a better site plan showing where the building is, property lines, etc. so they can see how it will affect all the properties around them.  Staff requested more time to take a look at it as they haven’t had a chance to do this yet.  Mayor Bradford also suggested that the area could just be staked out in lieu of the drawing.  Member Swanson noted that as a Member of the Senior Center, this would be a safe solution for the older citizens that attend the Center.  

They also want to replace a window and reside a chunk of the building.  They inquired on a building permit and the Mayor confirmed that they do need one.  Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Maxson to waive the building permit fee for the Senior Center because they don’t have much for funds, they would have to hire it professionally done, and it would improve the building.  Motion ruled out of order at this time because of potential perceived conflicts  because Member Swanson and Maxson are paid Members of the Senior Center.  No other motions were brought forward.           
6. Public Hearing - none
7. Old Business/New Business

a) Amend Resolution 2013-07 A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE WITH THE ADOPTION OF NEW FEES

Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Ballard, to approve Amended Resolution 2013-07 A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE WITH THE ADOPTION OF NEW FEES.  Motion passed unanimously.
b) Resolution 2013-08 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A GOVERNMENTAL UNIT TO BE A PARTY TO MINNESOTA WATER AGENCY RESPONSE NETWORK (MN WARN)
Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Swanson to approve Resolution 2013-08 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A GOVERNMENTAL UNIT TO BE A PARTY TO MINNESOTA WATER AGENCY RESPONSE NETWORK.  Motion passed unanimously.

c) Approval for Application for Exempt Permit –Fire Department Relief Raffle

Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Maxson to approve the application for a gambling permit for the Mantorville Relief Association.  Motion passed unanimously.  
d) Approve 2013 Street Maintenance Projects – 
Adam discussed the list of 2013 Street project improvements being recommended for 2013.  The Finance Committee will review this and bring back the recommendation at the next Council Meeting.  

8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – Adam reported as follows:
· Trying to keep up with mowing, working on locates, water tower was completed - very little sediment and a report will be submitted, and he and Dave will start brush clean up Tuesday afternoon.   
b) City Clerk Report – asked the status of the MRA’s request.  The Finance Committee will review and consider the MRA’s connection fee request and make a recommendation to the Council.   
c) Consultant Report - none
d) Committee Report

· Chamber – had their Spring Fling, did quite well.   
· EDA – came up with some ideas on prioritizing their needs/wants for the Rochester Sales Tax Dollars.  Mayor Bradford feels this needs to go through the Finance Committee as well.  The top 3 items that the EDA is proposing for use is a bike trail, a local trail, with an option of pursuing a local grant through the DNR on a 3 to 1 match; the second priority is on using money towards the Dog Park but they need to get clarification on use of “public funds”; the third item would be to enhance the campground by using the area of the WWTP that will be decommissioned.   
· Fire Department – had training earlier in the month on extradition.  

· Infrastructure – still researching sidewalk things. 

· MRA – would like the City to consider the connection fee for the water and sewer hookup and they are doing well on the gambling.   

e) Council Member Report  
· Member Maxson – thinks we should grant the MRA their request

· Member Blair – none

· Member Ballard – none

· Member Swanson – Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Ballard to approve the following street closures for Old Tyme Days;

Clay Street by post office from 5th to 4th 9am – 3pm on Saturday June 29th, 5th Street from Alley by Opera House to Clay from 9am – 3pm on Sunday June 30th, and placement of the bleachers in Riverside Park for the tractor pull on Sunday.  Motion passed unanimously.  
f) Mayor Report – joint powers meet next week, Finance Committee will meet next week to review numbers and bring back a recommendation.  Encourage everyone to remember what Monday is all about.
9. Executive Session - None

10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Swanson to adjourn the meeting at 7:54 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.  
