MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY MAY 14, 2012
6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Nash called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
Members Present:  Luke Nash, Don Swanson, Jim Maxson Henry Blair and Chuck Bradford

Others Present:  Gretta Becay, Don Swanson, Renee Hess, Tom Berry and Cami Reber. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance - Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda  

Remove item 7 c) Old Tyme Days Street Closure Request


Add 7 g) Game Haven Council Request.
4. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Blair to approve the consent agenda as follows:
a) City Council Meeting Minutes April 30, 2012
b) City Council Workshop Meeting Minutes May 7, 2012

c) Warrant List May 14, 2012

Motion passed unanimously.

5. Public Concerns - None
6. Public Hearing – None
7. Old Business/New Business

a) Status and Update on Lot #8 Fryers Mobile Home Park

Correspondence was submitted from the City Building Inspector.  The correspondence states that the mobile home complies with the safety code.  Anything that is left will be fixed once it is installed.  Renee noted that she went through the inspection with the inspector this morning and that there has been a lot of money and time put into this trailer.  A little bit of the belly pan will need to be finished once the trailer is installed.  Council moved on to discuss the evacuation plan before making a decision on the trailer.  The evacuation plan needs to be approved before the Council can make a decision on installation of the trailer.  
There is a moratorium on the trailer park and without an approved evacuation plan; the trailer in question cannot be installed.  Mayor Nash is under the understanding that if the trailer was made livable and passed code, we would allow it to be put in there.  How does the Council want to handle this; do we not allow this one trailer to be put in because the plan isn’t approved or do we only allow the one trailer to be put in and no more?  

After further discussion, a motion was made by Member Blair to grant this one exception for installing the home and we will continue to work on the evacuation plan.  Motion fails for lack of a second.  

Renee is asking for the moratorium to be lifted completely, that they are doing everything that is being asked of them and she doesn’t understand why they aren’t allowed to run their business and get the trailer installed.  It will sit there looking the way it does until the Council allows it to be installed.  She is asking for the Council to take another vote to see if the trailer can be installed.  She doesn’t feel that the trailer and evacuation plan have anything to do with each other.  Mayor Nash noted that the Council can make any recommendation for motions, one was made and it didn’t go through.  We are at a situation where you can work out some language and we will go from there and see what we can do.    

b) Emergency Shelter/Evacuation Plan for Fryer’s Mobile Home Park

Mayor Nash noted that after several discussions with different people, including the Fire Chief, it has been generally mutually discussed that the City would allow the trailer park to offer City Hall/Fire Hall as an option during inclement weather, to put that in their plan.  Member Bradford asked how that is going to work.  Mayor Nash noted that it isn’t a guarantee that the hall is going to be open.  We may have all of our people out at a scene and no one at the hall.  Member Bradford feels we are in a unique situation in that we own the firehall and by us approving the evacuation plan, if not spelled right out, there’s an implied commitment there to making sure that the facility is available.  Member Maxson asked if there was a price tag on it.  Mayor Nash noted again that we are not guaranteeing that it will be available and they will let their residents know.  Member Swanson noted that this was brought up at the last FD meeting and it was the general consensus that they don’t want to do this.  Cami will talk to JJ again on this but he never noted that previously. 
There was discussion on the distance and that it was a concern that it is not reasonable.  Renee noted it is less than one mile and takes 2 minutes to get from the park to the fire hall, per map quest.  They are not guaranteeing their safety; they are recommending a feasible place to go if they have not already made their own personal plans for evacuation.  The consensus of the people from the park was that they were ok with evacuating to the courthouse, which was the first option in the first plan.  The State of MN, who mandates this, has no issue with it.  No one can guarantee someone’s safety; they are just saying that if you do not have a safe place to go, here is an alternative.  The County declined the request for use of their building during an emergency or severe weather due to possible data privacy issues that people may have access to.  Member Blair noted that he is concerned that people will be given the Fire Hall and they will come and what happens if it is locked?  Then where do they go and they have already wasted 2 minutes to get here.  Renee noted that Matt Maas, County Emergency Director, stated that there would most likely always be someone at the fire hall, 99% of the time.     
Council continued discussion.  There are concerns of not being able to control the use just to the trailer park residents; who do we allow in and don’t?  The City has turned down requests for fire hall use in the past for things other than what it was designed for.  Renee noted that this is merely to fulfill a requirement by listing the firehall.  People are responsible for their own safety.  In the event they have no other way to protect themselves or their family, 2 minutes away there is a firehall that they can go to.  If anyone in the community came knocking on the door, she doesn’t believe they would be turned away.  Mayor Bradford noted that the concern is that someone will come to the Fire Hall but there is no one here.  Now what are the people going to do?  Renee noted there are variables to think about, that we can’t control, we can only make the best recommendation for them.  
Member Blair noted that if the FD is saying it is ok and we get the plan more clear cut stating that it may not be available, he would have a lot better time with it.  Mayor Nash asked him if he would work with Renee to come up with the wording.  He said he would.  Member Maxson feels they should take care of having a place for people to go.  Renee noted that she is responsible to have a reasonable evacuation plan; she is not required to have this incredibly expensive building that sits there and is vandalized and used in inappropriate ways.  It’s an expense that doesn’t need to be.  Henry feels he can have this done for the next meeting.        
Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Blair to table the plan until the first meeting in June.  All approved.      

Council took a break from 7:23 – 7:26

c) Street Closing Request for Old Tyme Days – Pulled
d) Formal Approval for WWTP Break Even Point Study

         Motion made by Member Swanson, second Member Bradford for the Council to proceed with the      

         WWTP Break Even Study by WHKS.  Motion passed unanimously.  
e) Approval to Pay Bills Prior to June 11 Meeting 

Motion made by Member Maxson, second by Member Bradford to allow the payment of bills that would normally be paid at the second meeting of the month.  Motion passed unanimously.
f) Approval to update Mantorville Zoning Code – Appoint Committee

Due to several sections of the Zoning Code needing updating the Council unanimously agreed to move forward with a complete amendment to the entire Zoning Code and hold one public hearing and appoint Member Bradford and Member Blair as the two Council reps to work on this with Cami and Jeff.  

  g)  Game Haven Council Request
       Don Hofstad, a member of the Mantorville Fire Department and the Assistant Scout Master to Boy   

Scout Troop 231, discussed his recommendation for use of the old Fire Department radios.  He  introduced Tom Berry of the Game Haven Council based out of Rochester MN.   Tom discussed with the Council the need for commercial type radio’s for use at their camp located just south of Rochester and how the old FD radios would be a great asset to them.  The camp is about 266 acres in size.  They serve 7 counties and about 3,500 youth all together.  Many programs are run at the camp and about 2,200 kids come out to the programs.  
One measure for safety that is used at the camp is the radio network.  The radios are used for administrative things; such as requesting item needs at the different areas of the camp, missing kids from a group, and emergency notifications for weather related things.  The current radio’s that are used are the ones you pick up off the shelf at any store.  They aren’t so suitable for the day to day use that they need and communication can be difficult due to the layout of the land.  The Commercial grade radio’s would be a great benefit and would help pick up communication in hilly area that is at the camp.  They are requesting that 12 to 18 to be donated to this group.  
Don thinks we have about 29 of the old radios on hand that are not being used.  Don did check with the Fire Department and the Board feels that as long as this group can put them to good use, they approve the request.  The Fire Board has not had much of a response as of yet for these old radio’s.  Council questioned the current programming and what there is right now.  The Game Haven Council would work through the FCC to acquire their own frequency for the radios if they are granted the request.    
Motion made by Member Maxson, second by Member Swanson to approve the request for 15 radios’s to be donated to the Game Haven Council for Boy Scouts.  Motion passed unanimously.  Don will take care of giving them the radio’s and will take note of each radio, serial numbers and bases that are given out.  The council is requesting documentation of everything.      

8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – Council asked how the clean up went and if they will be doing hydrants this year.  Member Swanson brought up the idea of gating the shop area due to some activity going on and no one knowing about it.  A friendly reminder to all City groups to communicate with each other when they are utilizing other area’s of the City so everyone knows what’s going on.
b) City Clerk Report – Cami reported on the following:

· Update on the SEMCHRA Meeting.
· 14 Building Permits have been issued so far this year.
· Lots of campground reservations and shelter reservations.
· Lots of compliments on the campground.
c) Consultant Report – none
d) Committee Report

· Chamber – Member Swanson reported on the Old Tyme Day event and the Thrivent group coming to town in September.  

· EDA – Member Bradford reported that the EDA is looking at getting a Projector. 

· Finance/Budget – we will begin budget discussions soon 

· Fire Department – Member Swanson reported that they had their car cutting training. 

· MRA – Member Swanson reported they were introduced to the new Theatre President
· Personnel – Member Bradford reported that staff is using a time clock now.  
e) Council Member Report

· Member Maxson – he rode around with Adam and saw the bleachers being put in at Dennison.
· Member Blair – talked about his report during the Clerks Report.
· Member Bradford – None

· Member Swanson – felt the tour of the WWTP was very beneficial and he encourages the Council to continue to do this.  Asked Council to explore the idea of doing the dry run of where it goes under ground up to 7th Street.  Mayor Nash explained this will be part of the 7th Street report.  He talked about the Logo and is frustrated that it keeps being sent here and sent there.  He and Member Bradford will get together and get it going.  He asked about Emerald Ash Bore and if the Park Board is doing anything with the Grant.  Member Bradford explained that we don’t qualify because it is being granted to those cities that are actually being hit with it.  We continue to monitor it.  What is the status of the USDA Grant?  It has been submitted.  He noted that we haven’t replaced any equipment since he has been on Council.  
f) Mayor Report - Luke reported that the Joanne Bennerotte fund raiser event went over good.  
9. Executive Session - None 
10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Maxson to adjourn the meeting at 8:04 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.  
