MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY MARCH 24, 2014
6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Bradford called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  
Members Present:  Chuck Bradford, Henry Blair, Don Swanson and Jim Maxson.

Members Absent:  Barb Ballard

Others Present:  Jessica Schleck – TZD Coordinator, JJ Williams – Chief MFR, Brett Schultze, Gretta Becay, Dodge County Deputy Darrell Clements, Tim Hruska, Andrew Fischer and Cami Reber.
2. Pledge of Allegiance - Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda - None
4. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Blair to approve the consent agenda as follows:
a) City Council Meeting Minutes March 10, 2014, March 18, 2014, March 19, 2014 and March 20, 2014. 
b) Warrant List March 24, 2014

c) Park Board Meeting Minutes February 25, 2014  

d) Dodge County Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda March 25, 2014

e) Dodge County Planning Commission Notice of Public Hearing April 2, 2014

f)  Dodge County Sheriffs Report February 2014
g) Notice of SEMLM Meeting

Motion passed unanimously.

5. Public Concerns - None
6. Public Hearing - none
7. Old Business/New Business
a) Jessica Schleck – Dodge County Toward Zero Death Coordinator
Jessica Schleck, Dodge County Public Health’s TZD Coordinantor, spoke to the Council about the distracted driving campaign and the goal to make the roads safer for everyone.  
b) Brett Schultze – Resident/Owner of Post Office Building
Brett Schultze, 19 ½ 5th Street West, asked why he got a bill for $9,000 for a City water main break and what kind of evidence we have that will prove that he had his welder hooked up to it.  The Mayor replied that we know he called the City and asked for the water to be shut off.  He asked what happened before that?  Brett stated that his water line was frozen for 2 days and no one seemed like they wanted to help him out.  He stated that his water was frozen past the curb stop.  He said he shoved a wire up way past the curb stop, and said that’s the City’s responsibility so we should have been helping him out in the first place to get his water thawed out.  He replied that yes, he did have a welder hooked to his curb stop and to his water line, it had nothing to do with the fire hydrant and where it broke.  He asked why does he get the bill here.  I pay my taxes like everybody else.  

Mayor Bradford asked Brett what the path was that he used.  Brett stated that he grounded to the curb stop and he had a line to the water line in his basement.  He stated he had the current set at roughly 200 and that there’s no way that that’s going to arc all the way over to the Fire Hydrant when that’s another 3” line coming off the main.  That’s physically impossible.  His 3/4“ copper line would of broke way before anything else.    The Mayor asked when the City was first notified of a freeze up?  Cami noted it was that Friday before the weekend.  She told Brett that it was his responsibility because it was his service line; the City does not maintain service lines and that no one else on 5th Street had a frozen line so that led us to believe it was his service line, not the main.  It is City policy that we do not unfreeze personal service lines.  
Brett understood that his responsibility is from the curb stop to his building and from the curb stop to the main is City.  There was discussion on ownership of the service line and where that ownership ends.  Cami noted that we require residents to connect to our mains, we don’t connect them.  Brett noted that he has a video of himself  shoving a piece of wire up there 15’, measuring from the curb stop to the basement is 10’ so that tells him that it’s on the City’s side and our responsibility.  Tim Hruska, City Engineer, spoke that it’s the property owner’s responsibility to maintain the service line.  Brett commented that it must be written down somewhere who has responsibility for what.  He said this has nothing to do with what broke, it broke in front of the fire hydrant, which has nothing to do with his line.  He got his line unthawed not by the welder but by running hot water up there.  He wants to see where it is written who is responsible for what and where.  
Cami noted that the bill that Brett was sent was for the water line break at the hydrant and that the City was told by 2 different sources that he had a welder connected to it and that’s what melted the valve and the piping.  Brett’s thought is that he did not have a welder hooked to that.  People might have thought he had a welder hooked to that, how’s anybody going to prove it?  
Mayor Bradford asked Andrew to go over his level of information on the incident.  Andrew noted that when they dug it up, there’s a coupler that connects two pieces of pipe and the gasket.  The gasket was melted, it looked like somebody took a torch to it.  He said you could tell that there was arcing going back and forth across the coupler and the piece of pipe and it was making melting marks onto it.  There is multiple people that said the only way that could happen is from a welder.  Some sort of electricity arcing it, jumping back and forth.  Brett noted, who knows how many times it has happened in the past or it might have been struck by lightning.  You can’t blame it on this one scenario.  He stated that he was there too, down in the hole digging while staff was standing there getting paid…so he saw it too and to tell you the truth, Dave is the one, he has two witnesses in his vehicle, Dave is the one that told him to hook it to the fire hydrant.  I didn’t hook it to the fire hydrant.  So, I guess, shit happens, I pay my taxes, I don’t feel like I should be responsible for paying a $9,000 bill for a City water main break.  
Mayor Bradford asked Andrew if there was any kind of visible mark on the service, or above ground to show that a welder was connected.  Andrew replied, no, but they weren’t inspecting for that because they didn’t think that’s what it was.  The Mayor asked for any further input from Tim and he said that from the conversations he has had with Andrew, it’s pretty clear what was melted.  Cami noted that there was a call made to the Sheriff’s Department due to concerns that a welder was connected to the Fire Hydrant.  Cami spoke to the Deputy who stated he had talked to Brett and the welder was connected to the hydrant.  Tim noted that a welder connected from the inside of the building to the curb stop is going to send the current through that section, not beyond the curb stop.  
Brett noted that yes, he was actually down in the hole and helped pull the piece out of the ground, and yes it looked black and charred and yes, somebody could have put a welder on it.  He talked to Dick Swenke that day and asked him what to do.  Dick replied that what they would do is hook a welder to the Fire Hydrant and put the lead down in the basement, so who knows, they might have done that last year or the year before, before I owned the building; he has no idea.  Like he said, its metal, it could have gotten struck by lightning.  It had visible charring on it but there is no way to say it had anything to do with what he was doing.

The Mayor verified with Brett that he used a welder but that he did hook it up to the curb stop and he replied yes.  The Mayor asked how he got access to the curb stop.  Brett replied that it is above ground.  He is requesting that the Council waive the entire thing.  He also noted that there is a concern that the sidewalk is going to collapse this spring.  All of the sand washed into his basement, there is nothing holding up the sidewalk.  Does the City want him to get some caution tape and tape it off?  The Mayor asked Council how they want to proceed with this.

Member Maxson stated that the sidewalk needed to be replaced anyways.  This did not cause the sidewalk to go down.  He noted that we have been looking at replacing that already, for two years.  He commented on other communities using welders to unthaw lines.  Member Blair noted that we need to get more information on the call that was made and see the report before any decision is made.  Member Swanson feels we shouldn’t take care of the sidewalk but the rest we should.  
Andrew asked Brett how he connected to the curb stop.  From everything that he and Dave saw, the curb stop was completely frozen, he doesn’t get how he would have been able to connect to it.  Brett noted that the curb stop is sticking above the ground two inches, he put the ground right on the curb stop, through the vice script onto that and put my ground to that.  It was frozen down below.  He also noted that the curb stop does not work so if ever his water line does break, they will have to shut half the town down like they did that night.  That would be another nice thing to get fixed, is his curb stop.  And he has no water pressure in the basement.  Since it’s already dug up, whatever the City decides, he would like a new water line.  I can’t support the post office running water and I can’t support me running water under that kind of pressure.

The City will gather more information on our end, get a concrete feel for what our ordinance actually states, and we will table this for now and get back to him with the answer.  Brett noted that he is going to take caution tape and tape off the sidewalk.  Cami asked Tim if this is something he could look at and determine if it is a hazard.  He said that yes he could but he would also check with Jay, the building inspector to see who should look at it.     

c) Tim Hruska – 7th Street Final Plans & Specs; Approval to go out for Bids
Tim brought forward the plans and specs for the 7th Street project and reviewed them with Council.  The ditch area between 7th and 9th was discussed.  On further review, he noted this is a wetland area.  He met with the Technical Evaluation Panel who oversees the Wetland Conservation Act Rules.  They would not allow the concrete channel to be put in that the Council discussed.  Their recommendation is to place a manhole with a grate across the top to collect sand and sediment at the end of 9th Street. A 6” drain tile will be placed about a foot and a half underground along with flex map pieces placed along the drainage area.  This is the best solution worked out with the TEP Panel.  

The plan is to go out for bid and open them on April 11.  Bids will be brought to Council on April 14.  The completion date is targeted for October 17.  Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Maxson to approve the plans and specs for the 7th Street project and authorize bidding.  Motion passed unanimously.  
8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – Andrew brought forward a request to purchase a gas monitor for when they are going down in manholes.  The current one is not working and this is a safety hazard and OSHA violation.  He received two costs.  1) Clareys $962.08 and 2) USA Blue Book $1,175.90.  Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Blair to approve the purchase through Clareys.  Motion passed unanimously.  
b) City Clerk Report – Cami reported on the SEMLM meeting, when the Auditor will come and Patti to start on April 7.  She also discussed with the Council the nuisance property at 408 West Street.  This building is aparantly vacant and the owners are not responding to written communication.  We have moved forward with obtaining a search warrant so the building inspector can get on the inside and inspect the property.  The City needs to secure the building due to open doors and missing windows.  The Council needs to issue a limited order for staff to go on the property to secure it.  Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Maxson to approve the limited order for City Staff to go on the property and secure it.  Motion passed unanimously.  
c) Consultant Report – none
d) Committee Report – none
e) Council Member Report – none
f) Mayor Report – The Mayor noted a conflict with the Spring Retreat date.  The date has been changed to April 12 @ 8:00 am. 
9. Executive Session - None
10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Don to adjourn at 7:30pm.  Motion passed unanimously.    

