MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY MARCH 23, 2015
6:30 PM
1. Call to Order – Mayor Interim Blair called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Members Present:  Henry Blair, Don Hofstad, Don Swanson and Sherry Roth.
Others Present: Gretta Becay, Will Lambert, Mary Lee Lambert, Robert Fryer, Murial French, Barbara Loqua, Ron Ruport, Anthony Hofstad, Karen Steele, Jone Trapp, Dan Trapp, Dave Dripps, Nancy Naatz, Darin Wilking, Scott Larsen, Tim Hruska and Cami Reber.
2. Pledge of Allegiance - done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda – remove item 7. D)
4. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Hofstad, second by Member Roth to approve the consent agenda as follows:  
a) City Council Meeting Minute’s March 9, 2015    
b) Warrant List March 23, 2015
c) Dodge County Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda March 24, 2015
d) Dodge County Regional Rail Authority Meeting Agenda March 24, 2015
e) Notice of Changes to LBAE Training and Compliance
f) Dodge County Planning and Zoning Public Hearing Notice

Motion passed unanimously.

5. Public Concerns - none
6. Public Hearing
a) 6:30 pm Variance Request – Davidson Developments  
Motion made by Member Hofstad second by Member Roth to close the regular session and

open the public hearing at 6:30 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.
Tim Hruska, City Engineer, explained the variance requests.  The applicant, Davidson Developments - Dave Dripps, is planning commercial development on the two commercial properties that lay in the flood fringe district.  The variance request is to be able to access the lots at a lower elevation than what the code allows and leniency on the fill requirement on the north side of the property.  The elevation requirement per City Code is 2 feet below the RFPE which is 1117.3.  The fill requirement is to be able to have a 4’ extension of fill on the North side instead of the required 15’.  Public comments made during the meeting are as follows:    
Mary Lee Lambert – spoke on behalf of several of the neighbors who got together to discuss the requests.  They recognize the need for additional business in the downtown area and that changes are going to happen.  They feel there must be input from the DNR and EQB regarding the impact that additional fill on these lots will do.  The individual home owners can attest to flooding.  The addendums to the purchase agreements state no increase to the threat of flooding can occur and they feel that the plans that have been submitted are incomplete and more information needs to be brought forward before any variance should be granted.  The need is for complete structural, topographical engineered studies.   The appearance of new construction as it relates to the Historic District should be kept in mind.  Personally her and her husband support the development of these lots but the potential of a vista of asphalt and dumpsters from their front porch is a nightmare.  These are the points they want considered before a variance or other permits are granted.  No one has demonstrated proof that they will not be flooded out.      

Karen Steele – asked about a new flood zone map for Mantorville.  The City isn’t aware of a new one being completed yet.   She reminded the Council of the flood events that have taken place in the last 5-6 years.  

Will Lambert – the access request is common sense; you would have to raise the level of the alley which could create problems for everyone along the alley.
Ron Ruport – lives adjacent to the west lot and is concerned with the buffering along that north line.    
Motion made by Member Roth, second by Member Hofstad to close the public hearing and go back into the regular session at 6:45 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.

7. Old Business/New Business
a) Resolution 2015-05 and Findings of Fact –Draft
Member Blair noted some additional wording that could be added to the resolutions in regards to the method used in protecting the foundation of the building as is the purpose of that section of the code.  As to the access issue, there are other properties in and near the flood area on the map that have the potential for flood issues similar to the properties in question.  We need to work with the County and Fire Department to spell out more specifically on the handling of these situations.      

Member Hofstad asked if the DNR has any other concerns that need to be addressed beyond what has been submitted.  Tim Hruska answered that yes, there will be additional standards that will need to be met before any permit can be issued.  There has to be proof that the construction will not cause undue harm and damage to any neighboring properties.  The DNR will be involved in reviewing the hydraulic analysis of the flood plain, this is the way the ordinance reads and is standard practice. 
Member Roth asked about the buffer zone and what is required there as well.  This will all be reviewed when the final plans are brought to Council for approval before the building permit is issued.

Motion made by Member Roth, second by Member Blair to table Resolution 2015-05 and 2015-06 until the next Council Meeting so the information received by the DNR can be reviewed by Council Members.  Motion passed unanimously.    

b) Resolution 2015-06 and Findings of Fact – Draft
Included in the above motion.
c) Engineer Updates – Tim Hruska, WHKS

· WW Project – Met last Wednesday with the City of Kasson to review everything, submitted the PPL which is a funding mechanism to apply for grants/loans and the hope is to qualify for the Point Source Grant.  The plans should be complete in June and submitted to the PCA for their review for a fall construction.  Soil borings to begin next week.   
· Walnut Street Drainage – update that the county Soil and Water staff are still trying to reach out to the property owner and City staff will continue to brush up the berm.   
· 7th Street Project Wrap Up – will still be evaluated and needs to be finished yet this spring.
· Update given on a storm water pipe connection that needs to be completed by the County as part of their building project at the old school site.
· Next Tuesday the ZWP will be here to give an update to the Park Board on their project proposal.

d) Saloon Amended Music Request for Marigold Days - Remove
8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – Scott gave an update on grinder pump replacement, street patching, the street sweeper – a request to sell and bring back a bid to outsource the sweeping at the next meeting - and looking into other city equipment.  
b) City Clerk Report – Cami gave an update on audit work last week, receiving more planning and zoning requests, and reviewing ordinance updates. 
c) Consultant Report -  none
d) Committee Report

· Chamber – Member Hofstad is planning to attend the next one.  

· MRA – Member Roth reported that they are planning a retreat for future projects and they want the City to develop a Historic Commission.  
e) Council Member Report

· Member Hofstad – noted a good job on plowing. 

· Member Roth – made it a project to visit Mantorville businesses. 
· Member Swanson – none

· Member Blair – none

f) Mayor Report  - none
9. Executive Session - none
10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Hofstad, second by Member Blair to adjourn the meeting at 7:18 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Attest: _________________________________________________________________ 

Camille C. Reber, City Clerk Treasurer

