MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY MARCH 9, 2015
6:30 PM
1. Call to Order – Mayor Bradford called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Members Present:  Chuck Bradford, Henry Blair, Don Swanson, Don Hofstad, and Sherry Roth.  

Others Present: Lyle Hoaglund, Paul Larsen, JJ Williams, Gretta Becay, Dan Trapp, Darrell Clements – DCSO, Scott Larsen, and Cami Reber.
2. Pledge of Allegiance - Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda – None
4. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Hofstad, second by Member Roth to approve the consent agenda as follows:
a) City Council Meeting Minute’s February 23, 2015    
b) Warrant List March 9, 2015
c) Dodge County Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda March 10, 2015

d) Mantorville EDA Meeting Minutes February 3, 2015
e) Mantorville FD Meeting Minutes March 4, 2015

f) Sheriff’s Dept. Call Report for Mantorville February 2015

Motion passed unanimously.

5. Public Concerns

Paul Larsen, a local business and property owner for the past 40 years and a member of the local Chamber and MRA, spoke to the Council on his disappointment in their approval of a building permit for a property in the Historic District (without the MRA’s recommendation).  The City is responsible for maintaining and preserving the integrity of a National Historic District.  The City ordinance, which has been in place since before he opened his business 40 years ago, designates the Mantorville Restoration Association, a group of hardworking dedicated volunteers, to advise and make recommendations about and to historic preservation activities to the City.

Paul gave a brief history on the Blanch house, the Historic Boundary, grants available for businesses located in the Historic district geared at businesses, etc.  He would like to see the historic district preserved for another 2 – 3 generations and continue to see the MRA and City work together on this.  Paul noted that his concerns stated are purely of his own will and not on behalf or for the MRA.  

Lyle Hoaglund questioned if we have set a precedence and maybe we should be talking more. 

6. Public Hearing - none
7. Old Business/New Business
a) Lyle Hoaglund – Marigold Days Fireworks Approval
Lyle Hoaglund approached the Council for permission on the annual Marigold Days fireworks.  He is asking for permission to use Goat Island for the fireworks.  With this being the 50th they are planning on double the amount of fireworks.  Motion made by Member Hofstad, second by Member Swanson to approve the fireworks application and the use of Goat Island.  Lyle will turn in the required insurance and other paperwork.  Motion approved unanimously.

b) City Property/Casualty Insurance New Agent Request
Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Hofstad to pull this from the table.  Member Swanson feels we should keep the agent we have.  Member Hofstad, from his knowledge, feels that Joe does a good job and isn’t aware of anything terribly wrong.  Cami noted to the Council that the City could take care of the work comp piece of things and save the 2% on the commission.  Motion made from Member Hofstad, second by Member Swanson that the City keep Joe Waugh as the insurance agent for the property and casualty.  The Mayor noted that if something comes up, the City still can change at any time.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Motion made by Member Roth, second by Member Hofstad, to allow staff to address and take care of the Workman’s Comp piece of it and save the 2%.  Motion passed unanimously.  
c) Tax Abatement Policy  
Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Roth to pull the previously tabled Tax Abatement Policy.  Motion passed unanimously.  The Council discussed the draft policy.  A public hearing is not required in order to approve the policy.    Member Blair asked if the word shall, located in the second to last paragraph under Abatement from Other Taxing Jurisdictions, should be changed to “may” instead of “shall”.  Do we make it a requirement?  They don’t want to restrict someone from applying but encourage them.      
Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Swanson to approve the Tax Abatement Policy for the City of Mantorville as presented with the change under Abatement from Other Taxing Jurisdictions of the word “shall” to “may”.  Motion passed unanimously.

d) Request to Assess Outstanding Bill

Council discussed the request from Brett Schultze to enter into a payment plan to pay off an outstanding invoice for his share of the sidewalk work done late last year.  Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Blair to allow this to be paid off in four payments of $252.50.  A friendly amendment was made and accepted by Member by Swanson to place the dates of June 30, and December 31 for the two payments over the next two years (2015, 2016) and if a payment is missed the outstanding balance is automatically assessed to the property taxes.  Member Roth has a concern on the precedence we are setting here.  Are we going to allow this for everyone?  Council Members discussed and agreed that there are options given in other areas where payment plans are extended.  Motion passed unanimously.
e) Personnel Policy Update
Due to a request from staff, the Personnel Committee is suggesting that we change the personnel policy from separating out the safety boots/clothing reimbursement to putting it in one bucket.  Motion made by Member Hofstad, second by Member Roth to approve the change to the personnel policy to allow the safety boots/clothing reimbursement be combined to $500 and allow staff to decide how/where they need to spend it.  Motion passed unanimously.
8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – Scott reported on the following items:  Street Sweeper, MSDS sheets, cleaning of storm drains, getting equipment ready for spring, and water school next week. 
b) City Clerk Report – Cami reported on the following; request for smoking ban in parks, variance public hearing at next meeting, drainage problem at Walnut Street/North of 9th, submitted paperwork for PPL placement, gopher locates along proposed pipe route, and auditors here next week. 
c) Consultant Report – none
d) Committee Report

· Chamber – The meetings are in the morning and Member Hofstad said he will try to make them.

· EDA – Mayor Bradford reported that the City attorney updated them on the do’s and don’ts of the Rochester Sales Tax dollars, Mr. Dripps approached the EDA for revolving loan fund dollars which the EDA is looking at working with him on; Jane Olive gave an update on some groups/state agencies for projects along the Zumbro River, Commissioner Ingalls is working on a letter in support of our trails to the Legislature.  

· Fire Department – Member Swanson reported that they had their meeting and a good training exercise.  

· KM Joint Powers – Mayor Bradford reported that they talked about the bleachers at Dennison Park, JV agreed to reimburse any deductible for damage to the fencing, they have purchased an aerator that can be used by all 3 entities.  

· MRA – Member Swanson reported that the MRA felt the City should have gotten with them on the building permit decision.  

· Park Board - Motion by Member Blair, second by Member Swanson to approve the use of Riverside Park for the Zumbro Bend Rendezvous event on September 26 and 27 and to waive certain park rules for the event (overnight camping in the park, glass and fires) Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Swanson to approve the Park Boards recommendation for new member Alex Bryngalson.  Motion passed unanimously.  

· Relief – Quarterly meeting is scheduled for April 1 @ 6 pm.  
e) Council Member Report

· Member Hofstad – was approached by someone from the MRA regarding the decision that was made.   

· Member Blair – maybe need to get some clarification on process for building permits in the historic district so things don’t continue to get hung up.    

· Member Roth – noted that the Art Guild has some neat things we can do. She also spoke with Jane on the decision the Council made.  She will look closer next time.  A better defined procedure needs to be defined.
· Member Swanson – things are good. 

f) Mayor Report – Mulligan Stew this week, 
9. Executive Session - none
10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Roth to adjourn the meeting at 7:46 pm.   Motion passed unanimously. 
Attest: ____________________________________________________ 

              Camille C. Reber, City Clerk Treasurer

