MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
MONDAY FEBRUARY 9, 2015
6:30 PM
1. Call to Order – Mayor Bradford called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Members Present:  Chuck Bradford, Henry Blair, Don Swanson and Sherry Roth.

Others Present:  Lynn and Ben Boynton, Dave Dripps, Dan Trapp, Darryl Clements – DCSO, Gretta Becay, Scott Larsen and Cami Reber.
2. Pledge of Allegiance - done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda

Addition – Sharon Davern as Item 7a. 
4. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Swanson to approve the consent agenda as follows:   
a) City Council Meeting Minute’s January 26, 2015    
b) Warrant List February 9, 2015
c) Mantorville EDA Meeting Minutes January 6, 2015

d) Park Board Meeting Minutes January 27, 2015 (draft)

e) Mantorville Fire Department Meeting Minutes January 14, 2015

f) Dodge County Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda
g) Sheriff’s Report for January
Motion passed unanimously.  

5. Public Concerns - none
6. Public Hearing - none
7. Old Business/New Business
a)  Sharon Davern – 121 5th Street West owner
Sharon approached the Council with the request to approve a building permit for new siding on her home.  Because her home is in the Historic District, she is required to get consult with the MRA on any physical feature project on her property.  

She had approached the MRA previously regarding a privacy fence.  They suggested a wrought iron fence which was not cost effective for her.  It was unrealistic.  The outside of her home is deteriorating tremendously – there is a lot of rot.  Her goal is to keep it looking good; and as much the same as she can.  She is tired of the obstruction of time in dealing with the MRA and feels they don’t care until it comes time that she needs a decision.  
She contacted the National Registry and was told that they cannot tell her what to do.  There are no grants or programs to help out because this is privately owned.  She has done countless hours of research on Victorian houses.  She isn’t happy that she has to go the siding route but because of the current condition, it cannot be done the same way without incurring a lot of expense.  She cannot afford to paint it every couple of years and the wood would need to be milled.  All of the decorative things will remain and she will preserve what she can and maintain the look of the house.  
The City ordinance talks about preserving Historical structures such as this house.  She is here to preserve the house and stop any further deterioration.  It doesn’t do the City any good to let these structures deteriorate.  She will be submitting a permit request to move forward.  She questioned if the MRA is really doing what they can for the private property owners.  Council Members discussed and asked about other options.  Sharon replied that it is cost prohibitive due to the deterioration and current condition.  Motion made by Member Roth, second by Member Swanson to approve the building permit without the MRA approval.  
Mayor Bradford asked for her to continue research on something besides vinyl siding if possible.  She said she would and she isn’t happy that she has to go this route but she is having difficulty finding anything besides the vinyl siding that is cost effective.  Motion passed unanimously.

b) Lynn Boynton – Insurance Brokers of MN

Lynn Boynton, Insurance Brokers of MN, is requesting to become the insurance agent for the City of Mantorville.  He has approached the Council for the last two years and he feels that a fresh set of eyes is always good.  He would propose 7% commission on the vehicles and equipment, and 3% on workman’s comp.  Member Blair feels it is fair to mull it over for a couple of weeks.  Member Swanson asked to table the request.  The Council agreed.  Cami will pull the rates information and bring it back in a month.        
c) Dave Dripps

Dave Dripps introduced himself to the Council and gave some information on his involvement in the community.  He also handed out a proposal and reviewed it with the Council.  His information focused on EDA activity, the City Comprehensive Plan and alternative way to use the Rochester Sales Tax dollars with more focus of sharing with the businesses and home owners.    
He would like to see the City commit one half of the Rochester sales tax dollars and the revolving loan fund dollars to those that want to have businesses in town.  We need to do more than just sustain what we have, get more people and business into town.  He feels we can do a lot better with the money we have available.    
Council Members discussed with Dave what he needs to do to apply for the revolving loan fund dollars.  The EDA is working with the local bank who will make their recommendation regarding the viability of the loans.  The Council will not take any action on Dave’s proposal but they will submit it to the EDA for further discussion.  

d) Tax Abatement Policy

Mayor Bradford discussed the Tax Abatement draft that the EDA is recommending for approval by the City Council.  Council Members agreed to table this until the first meeting in March.  They want time to review it and to check on any requirements for a public hearing before it is adopted.  

e) Stop Sign Request – Memo from Tim Hruska
Council reviewed the information submitted regarding the stop sign request.  Member Roth noted that it is good to have it in writing for future requests.  Sometimes this is the best we can do.    

8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – Scott handed out his public works report noting the great work Darin is doing so far, the work on the transponders and repairs and replacement of old signs around town along with the daily city tasks.
b) City Clerk Report – Cami updated the Council on the demo project of the West Street House, the new computer install, and dog park complaint.
c) Consultant Report - none
d) Committee Report

 Chamber – Member Roth noted the Annual Chamber meeting and DMC presentation.

 EDA – Mayor Bradford updated members on the intra city trail and the logo and tag line. 

 Fire Department – Member Swanson reported on the FD training and meeting.  

 Park Board – Henry reported nothing additional outside of the minutes the Council has.
e) Council Member Report

Member Roth – none 

Member Swanson – Mulligan Stew auction items are needed.
Henry – none

f) Mayor Report  
Mayor Bradford reported on his meeting with the Kasson Mayor; both agree they are too close in proximity to not work together on things.  As soon as they have their sewer committee up and running they will have a joint meeting to discuss the sewer agreement. 
9. Executive Session – Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Roth to close the regular session and go into closed session at 8:47 pm.  The purpose of the closed session is to do staff evaluations.  
a)  Staff Evaluations 
Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Swanson to close the executive session and go into open session at 9:03 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Swanson to approve the staff increases as follows: Dave Leth – 1.4% COLA retro to January 1, 2015, Scott Larsen - .50/hr retro to December 16, 2014 and Cami Reber – 2.6% merit and 1.4% COLA retro to January 1, 2015. 

10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Swanson, second by Member Blair to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.
