MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY JANUARY 28, 2013
6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Bradford called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Members Present: Chuck Bradford, Henry Blair, Jim Maxson, Don Swanson and Barbara Ballard

Others Present: Gretta Becay, Joe Wheeler, Karen DuCharme, Scott Prins, Adam Hovden and Cami Reber.
2. Pledge of Allegiance - Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda  
· Add to New Business 7j. Fire Department Resignation Acceptance

· The final list of delinquent water and sewer accounts was handed out.  
4. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Swanson second by Member Maxson to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
a) City Council Meeting Minutes January 14, 2013 
b) Warrant List January 28, 2013
c) Mantorville Chamber Dues 2013

d) Annual Chamber Meeting Notice

e) Notice of Estimated LGA for 2014

f) Garbage Hauler License Approval 2013

g) Rental License Renewals 2013

h) Water Sewer Disconnections January 2013

Motion passed unanimously.
5. Public Concerns - None
6. Public Hearing - None

7. Old Business/New Business

a) Joe Wheeler, SEMMCHRA – Joe Wheeler was present along with Karen DuCharme from SEMMCHRA.  The organization has been working with pulling city’s together for many years.  SEMMCHRA submits a budget proposal to the County each year but the County has had no interest in funding the services.  The County has given the direction for them to work with each individual community since its them that benefits from the services the most.  

Joe handed out a proposed list of services along with the maximum levy amount to fund those services.  The City adopted SEMMCHRA as it housing and redevelopment authority in 1993.  The proposal would start in 2013 and go until 2017.  HRA’s are authorized by Statute to levy a certain dollar amount each year.  $10,341 is the maximum amount the City could levy.  (this is in addition to its general levy) 

Joe talked a bit about the different programs that they could offer for the City.  He is requesting a 5 year commitment but it is negotiable.  3 years is the minimum.  Discussion took place and Council Members asked questions.  Joe noted a possible future meeting with members of the County Board.  He will let the City know if this takes place.  Mayor Bradford thanked Joe for coming.    
b) Licensing/Regulating Animals in the City

This is a continued discussion from the previous meeting.  Member Ballard talked to someone from the City of  Spring Grove who has an agreement with Animal Control.  They pay so much a year for the dog and cat impounds and Animal Control take’s care of the licensing of the animals also.  Cami noted what a couple of area cities are doing.  There are not many that regulate cats.  She talked to someone from KM Regional who suggested talking to someone from an animal shelter who might go ahead and do the live trapping and taking them to a local vet clinic to have them spayed/neutered, shots, etc. but then the cats get put back where they were caught.  Council discussed.  There was no interest at this time in making any changes to this section of the ordinance.  
Mayor Bradford has been approached by a couple of individuals from the community who are asking why there is a limit on the number of dogs a person can have in the City?  He does not feel it is the number of animals that should be addressed but how one treats them or the problems they cause.  The ordinance is City wide so no matter how big your lot is or what type or size of dog you have, the ordinance is the same for all.  Mayor Bradford made a motion, second by Member Swanson that we strike the language in the ordinance that defines a kennel as a property that contains 3 or more dogs. (90.04)  The motion would strike the language defining a kennel as a number of animals.  Member Blair noted that he is not saying that the limit and the way this is written makes sense, however he is afraid of taking away any sort of limitations and whatnot, maybe a kennel comes under different regulations, is this too restrictive? Perhaps but he is nervous about striking the whole thing.  He is not against working with it and constructing something that is more lenient and sensible.  A reasonable adjustment can be done.  The motion was amended to table the discussion until the next meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Member Ballard would like to see the City allow chickens or at least review this also at the next meeting.  Some cities do have this allowed in the City up to a certain number.  Mayor Bradford noted that this has a reoccurring request over the years.  
c) Dodge County Assessors Agreement 2013

Motion made by Member Blair, second by Mayor Bradford to approve the 2013 Dodge County Assessors Agreement for 2013.  Motion passed unanimously.
d) Approval of Dog Impound Fees 2013 
Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Ballard to approve the Dog Impound Fees from KM Regional for 2013.  Motion passed unanimously.
e) Sale of City Truck 
Motion made by Member Maxson, second by Member Swanson to approve the sale of the old City Truck.  The City will advertise the sale and accept sealed bids until February 25, 2013.  Motion passed unanimously.    
f) Council Meeting Dates for 2013 
Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Ballard to put back on the table from the previous meeting the setting of the Council meeting dates for 2013.  Council discussed and made the following changes to the 2013 Regular Meeting Schedule:  
· The May 27th Meeting is moved to May 23rd 

· The November 25th Meeting is moved to November 18th
· The December 23rd meeting is rescheduled to December 16th
g) Council Meeting Dates for Retreat 

The City Council set the Spring Retreat date for Saturday, April 6, 2013.  
h) Summary of Training in Mankato 
All members that attended felt that it was a very good and informative training.  Member Ballard brought up that Skype could be an allowed attendance to a meeting if someone can not attend.  Mayor Bradford encourages everyone to set up Blogs for themselves.  He has one set up for himself.   
i) Resignation from FD 
Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Bradford to accept the resignation of Gene Lushinsky from the Mantorville Fire Department.  Motion passed unanimously.  
8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – Adam reported on:

· Changing out of 7 stop signs in the City to meet the new requirements; 

· Replaced burned out lights on the bridge; called in a couple street light outages in town;
· Changing out transponders
· Reminder to all to get their vehicles off the streets and alleys for sanding and plowing

· Worked on a pump at the WWTP

· Did 2 gopher locates

· Asked about the advertising of the old City Truck 
b) City Clerk Report 
· Reminder to Council Members about the SEMLM meeting tomorrow night

· Working on the Pay Equity Report

· Working on year end things and preparing for the Audit in March

c) Consultant Report – none
d) Committee Report - none
e) Council Member Report – none 
f) Mayor Report - none 

9. Executive Session - None

10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Blair, second by Member Ballard to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.  
