MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2006

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Carlson called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Members Present:
Diane Carlson





Annie Brannan





Luke Nash





Ross Abel





Bill Reding

Others Present:  Tom Gall, Rog Nolte – MFD, Gene and Donna Lushinsky, Chuck Larson – MFD, Don Hofstad – MFD, Dale Brannan – Chief MFD, Randy Carlson – DCI, Matt Brekke – Public Works Streets Supervisor, and Cami Reber – City Clerk-Treasurer.

2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda – None

3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Mayor Carlson to accept the consent agenda as written with a requested change to the Council meeting minutes of August 28, 2006.  The following change to the sentence that begins with “According to City Attorney,” to now read as follows; According to Karen, Assistant City Clerk and her conversation with City Attorney Lee Bjorndal regarding Mr. Keller having access to more than two lots, this is not an issue.  Also remove the word “unanimously” form the motion made in 7. F.
4. Correspondence 

a) Dodge County Board of Commissioners Committee Agenda – FYI only

5. Public Concerns – None

6. Old Business

a) Budget 2007 – approval of the preliminary budget – Much discussion regarding the 2007 budget.  Many cities are showing increases any where from 4% up to 20% and even more.  Mantorville did not impose a tax increase on the City last year which in turn has hurt them in the long run.  They lost LGA money for 2007.  The City has many projects they need to plan for in 2007 and beyond.  Work needs to be done on several streets in the City.  5th Street East is a safety issue and needs to be dealt with in 2007.  The WWTP is due for the feasibility study in 2007 and upgrades will need to be done soon.  Due to the County’s septic ordinance which now regulates septic systems, if a property owner within City limits fails a compliance check on their septic system which would in turn not enable them to sell or make alterations to the existing home, they could petition the City for water and sewer.  The City needs to prepare and plan for line extensions in the future.  Council also discussed the wish lists from each committee and their Capital Improvements for 2007.  Council agreed to set the levy higher and make any needed adjustments between now and December.  Mike Bubany of David Drown and Associates will be at the next Council meeting to discuss Capital Improvement Planning and the projects that need to be planned for.  From there the Council can work to cut down on the preliminary budget if need be.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Mayor Carlson to adopt a 9% increase over last years tax levy for a total preliminary tax levy of $371,167.00.  Mayor Carlson stated that its better to start high and cut then start low because you cannot add onto the preliminary, you can only go down.  Motion passed unanimously.
b) Dale Brannan, MFD – Dale updated the Council on the MFD and a letter of resignation coming forward soon from member Greg Smith.  He will be moving out of town.  There was a good turnout at Marigold Days.  Numbers were down a little probably due to the weather but as far as the raffle went, all the tickets were sold.  Dale asked the Council if any members needed any education regarding how sky warn works and what the firemen are trained to do?  Member Reding stated concerns about the sky warn system at a previous meeting.  There were concerns regarding a siren in town not sounding during the last storm.  Dale stated that the Firemen spend a lot of time in sky warn training each year.  It is the county director, Gary Hodge, who sets off the sirens when warning criteria is met, not the fire department.  Brannan asked the council that in the future if there are ever any concerns or questions to direct them to the fire department.  Member Reding stated that he only asked a question and did not know who to contact regarding it and that is why it was brought up at the Council meeting.  The siren not sounding is being looked at.
7. New Business

a)  Gene Lushinsky – Water Lines to property; Mr. Lushinsky is in the process of developing a lot he owns in town.  The current situation regarding supplying water to this property is in question.  The closest line is a ¾ inch line which runs north in the alley.  It is possible that depending on the condition of this line that the water supply could be inadequate for the future housing development.  What is the most feasible way to get water to this property and do we do a quick fix or do it the right way.  There will be potential other situations in town where this will come up in the future.  After Matt met with Ross Abel of the infrastructure committee and Cami Reber, City Clerk, it was presented to the Council an idea of directional boring a 2 inch water line service under the road which will tap into the 8 inch main on the other side of West Street.  The estimate cost would be $20.00per foot with an estimate of 140 feet from the main property line.  The footage may vary depending on the angle of boring.  That amount does not include labor for digging or fittings needed for tapping the line.  Motion made by Member Abel, second my Member Annie to proceed with the directional boring and have Mr. Lushinsky pay for the cost of footage as if the line were located straight across the road from his property, which is where it should have been stubbed in when the water lines were put in, and the City will pay for the rest.  The City has other area’s in town where water services are not stubbed directly to them so this could be an issue that comes up in the future.  Motion passed unanimously.
b) City Hall Open House – Fire Prevention week is October 8th-14th.    The City will be holding its annual open house on Wednesday, October 11, 2006 from 5:30PM – 8:30 PM.  The fire hall opens there doors for the public to see the fire trucks and/or have some sort of safety training.  Last year was a good turn out and we are setting up for this year.  Staff is to contact the Sheriffs Department, the Health Department, someone for face painting and possibly have fire extinguisher training at the fire department.  Staff will take care of the advertising and food and beverages for the event.

8. TBD

a) Mayors Report – 

b) City Clerks Report – 

1. Meeting dates with Mike Bubany; meet with Cami on 9/14/06, meet with Council on 9/25/06 for the CIP presentation and expect a couple of hours for the presentation and question/answer time.

2. Meeting date for the Comprehensive Plan Committee – October 5, 2006 at 7:00 PM.

3. NIMS Compliance – All Staff and Council must have there certification or something showing they passed the test for the IS700 by September 30, 2006.  

c) Council Members Report – 

a. Member Abel – Nothing

b. Member Brannan – Update on the EDA meeting.  The committee temporarily changed their meeting times due to conflicts with committee members to meet the current days and times.  They will be meeting on Thursday mornings at 7:30 am for the months of September, October and November.  They will look at that again in November.  Member Brannan was given a “street” tour of the City by Matt Brekke.  The City needs to allocate more funds towards the improvements of the streets.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Mayor Carlson to give Matt a .50 cent raise because of his obtaining a new license which pertains to his job.  The license is a Type 4 land application biosolids which no one holds in the City except for Dave Leth.  If anything were to happen to Dave or he did retire, no one would have the proper training and licensure to spread biosolids.  The new license Matt has obtained only improves his ability of carrying out the day to day activities.  Member Reding asked how long the class was and asked if a 3 day class really should warrant that amount of a raise? The Mayor responded that it was more than just a 3 day class, Matt obtained a new license.  Member Reding stated that in his job, it is a requirement of his employer that he take classes and pay for them out of his own pocket without any additional compensation to keep his job.  .50 cents is too high just for taking a class.  Member Nash commented that the Council does need to address these issues of how, when and how  much is given when classes and/or licenses are obtained.  These need to be laid out ahead of time.  Motion passed with Mayor Carlson, Members Brannan, Nash and Abel voting for and Member Reding voting against.
c. Member Nash – Nothing

d. Member Reding – Nothing

9. Executive Session – None

10.  Adjourn – Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Brannan to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.
