MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, DECEMBER 22ND, 2003

7:30 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Diane Carlson, Julie Larsen, Luke Nash and Bob More

ALSO PRESENT:  Roger Nolte, Dale Brannan, Annie Brannan, Tom Bordwell, Roger Petersen and Randy Carlsen

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:  none
MINUTES – December 8th Meeting:  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Member Nash to approve the corrected minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

OATH OF OFFICE – Andrea Brannan:  The City Clerk swore in Andrea Brannan who will serve as a Council Member until the General Election in November.  The vacancy was created when Council Member Wilke moved out of Mantorville.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Larsen to approve payment of the Warrant list in the amount of $9,413.75.  Motion carried unanimously.

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Larsen to approve full payment for any Council Member wishing to attend the Leadership Conference in February.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:  Motion by Member Nash and second by Member More to adopt Ordinance No. 158 “An Ordinance of the City of Mantorville, Minnesota Establishing Fees for City Licenses, Permits and Services”.  Motion carried unanimously.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:  
∙ Member Nash reported that the joint powers board for the Four Season arena will meet the following day

MEDIACOM – Tom Bordwell:  Mr. Bordwell explained the background of the extension permit that was issued to Mantorville in 1984 and how it affects today’s agreement between the City and Mediacom.  He said that the City has three (3) options to consider: 1) leave things the same as they are now; 2) write a new franchise as a member of the SE MN Cable Commission; and/or 3) renew the existing agreement with a separate franchise.  Mr. Petersen said that he took issue as to whether or not there is a binding contract in place.  Mediacom’s legal opinion is that there is a contract which has been in place constantly since 1984.  Mr. Petersen requested a written opinion from Mediacom’s attorneys stating the basis for their decision.  Mayor Carlson will contact Ann Higgins from the LMC for her expertise in cable franchises.  

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  Mr. Petersen reported that he plans to keep his rates the same for 2004 at $90/hour; reminded Council that he does not charge for mileage; that his billing system could be changed to meet the Council’s wishes; and that he finds that using email does not work out with the practice of law.  

CLOSED SESSION:  Mayor Carlson closed the meeting to discuss pending or threatened litigation

REVIEW OF RFP’S FOR LEGAL SERVICES:  five (5) applications had been received but Council found that two (2) did not meet the criteria set forth in the RFP.  Motion by Member Nash and second by Member More to eliminate the proposal by Ratwik, Roszak & Maloney because it was delivered after the due date and to eliminate Wayne Schauble because his application was submitted by fax.  Motion carried with Mayor Carlson, Members Nash and More voting aye and Members Brannan and Larsen voting nay.  The remaining three (3), Kennedy & Gravens, Thomas Canan and Baudler Baudler Maus & Blahnik LLP will be scheduled for interviews during January meetings.
MAYOR’S REPORT:  
∙ reminded Council that the Sesquicentennial Opening Ceremonies will begin at 10:30 a.m. on January 24th at the Opera House;

∙ requested that 5th Street West between Hwy 57 and Clay Street be closed off for the festivities on January 24th.  Motion by Member Nash and second by Member Larsen to approve closing the street as requested.  Motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Nash to adjourn at 8:40 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

