MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH, 2005

7:30 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Diane Carlson, Luke Nash, Ross Abel, Nate Nord & Annie Brannan

ALSO PRESENT:  Roger Nolte, Bill Reding and Mike Bubany

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Carlson

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:  delete City Attorney Lee Bjorndal

MINUTES – January 24th Meeting:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Abel to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Member Nash and second by Member Nord to approve payment of the Warrant list in the amount of $59,329.78.  Fireman Roger Nolte will check on the cost of the ice grippers for their boots.  Motion carried unanimously.

PARK BOARD MINUTES – November 30th, 2004:  Motion by Member Nash and second by Mayor Carlson to accept the Minutes as written.   Motion carried unanimously.

FIRE DEPARTMENT MINUTES- January 3rd/5th:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Nord to accept the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:

∙ Master Fee schedule: Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Brannan to enforce the annual fee of $500 to refuse haulers.  Motion carried unanimously.

∙ Building inspections:  Motion by Member Abel and second by Mayor Carlson that the City Clerk  invite Dennis Manning from Olmsted County Planning Department to the March 14th meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.

∙ Change of address:  Chad Andrist’s current address is 301 West Street but since his driveway and front door face 3rd Street, he requests that his address be changed to 210 3rd Street West.  Motion by Member Nash and second by Member Nord to approve the change.  Motion carried unanimously.

∙ Consensus of the Council was to pay off the Chevrolet Silverado as agreed in 2004;
∙ Land Stewardship Project – Ripley Dairy:  after much discussion, the City Clerk was directed to write a letter to the PCA voicing the Council’s opinion to encourage an environmental impact statement and inquire as to how the run-off will be handled.

∙ the “City News” newsletter is back in print and available monthly in the front lobby of City Hall;

∙ reinvestments of liquor store monies:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Abel to reinvest the $50,000 in a 6-month CD until Council decides what to do with it;

∙ sale of property:  Ron Alberts is interested in purchasing the property around the water tower to build townhomes on.  Council requests that Mr. Alberts make an offer for them to consider.

∙ water rate increase:  Member Brannan requested that a plan showing where the money would be spent be set up before an increase is discussed further and/or approved.  Current water rates are $9.08 base charge plus $3.05/1,000 gallons.
Mayor Carlson suggested a retreat for the Council Members be set up for March or April to do some brainstorming.  April 2nd from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at City Hall was agreed to.

FINANCIAL ADVISOR: MIKE BUBANY – David Drown Associates:   Mr. Bubany explained a chart that he had composed showing the tax rates, water/sewer costs and the annual costs for a 5,000 gallon water user with a home valued at $100,000.  The information showed that Mantorville is average in all of those categories.  The chart also broke down the expected costs if 10, 15, 20 or 25 residents sign up for water and sewer in the west section of Mantorville and how it will impact their property taxes and utility bill.  Mayor Carlson inquired about Rural Development Corp’s offer of a 40 year loan at 4.5% interest.  Mr. Bubany reminded the Council that by entering into this project, that the City may be reducing the number of future projects it could enter into.  Things for the Council to consider: Decision #1 is whether or not the Council wants to proceed; Decision #2 is what would the minimum number of connections that the Council would consider before proceeding?; Decision #3 is how long to defer the assessments. Member Nash said that the Council needs to make this project happen, that it won’t go away and it won’t get any cheaper.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Abel that they would have to have at least 18 residents sign up at the public hearing and to offer a 7-year deferment to those who wait.  Member Nash wants the Council to be able to reconsider if only 16 or 17 commit.  Mr. Bubany suggested adding that if less than 18 sign up, that Council would re-notice and have another public hearing and that two (2) weeks be long enough for the residents to bring forth a petition.  Motion carried unanimously.  The City Clerk will remind the Dodge County Independent of the importance of their attendance at the Public Hearing.
CLOSED MEETING TO DISCUSS PERSONNEL EVALUATION FOR CAMILLE REBER.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Nash to close the regular meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Nash to close the closed meeting.  Motion  
REOPEN REGULAR MEETING:  Since Ms Reber has completed the required 90 day probationary period, there was a motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Nash to hire Camille Reber as a parttime regular employee of the City of Mantorville.

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER:  Motion by Member Nash and second by Mayor Carlson that Cheryll Selle be able to attend the 3rd year of the Clerk’s Institute in July.  Motion carried unanimously.

FUTURE OF STUSSY’S QUARRY:  Council unanimously agreed that they liked the plan that was presented and would like to see it be a public recreational area.  They would also like to stay involved in the process either by a joint powers or orderly annexation agreement.  Council feels that it would be a benefit for the entire community. 
COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:

∙ Members Abel and Nord reported on the valuable information gleaned from the “Newly Elected Officials” conference they recently attended in Mankato;

∙ Member Brannan said that the Sesquicentennial events are about wrapped up except for the time capsule to be dedicated during Olde Tyme Days;  She also reported that $500 will be given to the Relay Station to help with expenses from the Harvest Dance

ADJOURN:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Nash to adjourn at 10:08 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

