MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY NOVEMBER 9, 2009

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Nash called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Members Present:  Luke Nash, Annie Brannan, Bill Reding, Chuck Bradford and Linda Schmidt

Others Present;  Gretta Becay, Tara Lindquist, Dale Brannan, Jim Maxson, Mark Wilcox, Dave Dripps, Jeff Mehnke, Paul Larsen, Mary Lee Lambert, Will Lambert, Jamie Jencks, Doug Schmidt, Kelly Wagner, Adam Hovden and Cami Reber

2. Pledge of Allegiance - Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda

Add 4.d) VFW Liquor License Renewal

4. Consent Agenda

Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Reding to approve the consent agenda as written with the addition of the VFW Liquor License;

a) City Council Meeting  Minutes October 26, 2009

b) Warrant List November 9, 2009

c) Dodge County Board of Commissioners Meeting November 10, 2009

Member Brannan questioned the amount spent to Clarey’s on the yearly fire extinguisher expense for checking and filling all City owned fire extinguishers.  The amount came in over the $250 spending limit.  Cami noted that this is one of those maintenance items she didn’t think needed approval as it is a must.  The Finance Committee still needs to be made aware.  Cami noted that for the future.  Member Brannan also asked that Cami attend the DC Board of Commissioner’s meeting because things get talked about that have to do with Mantorville and we are never aware of it until a decision has already been made.  Cami was asked to bring it up during her Clerks Report for further discussion.  Motion passed unanimously.

5. Public Concerns – None
Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bradford to close the regular City Council Meeting at 7:00 pm and go open the Public Hearing.  Motion passed unanimously.

6. Public Hearing – 7:00 pm MRA Request for a Variance 
** A possible quorum of Planning and Zoning Commissioners could be present 

    as they have been asked to attend the Public Hearing.

Planning and Zoning Commissioners were present for the public hearing.  The request is to consider a variance from the required lot area for placement of a building.  Will Lambert, closest property neighbor, has no problem with the request.  Mark Wilcox, Planning and Zoning Chairman, asked what concerns have come up, such as why the variance would or would not work.  Cami explained why the variance is required.  She handed out the Findings of Fact to the PZ Members.  She asked Council and PZ to review them and offer any input.  Jim Maxson asked how short are they in area?  Cami replied the requirement is 16,000 square feet under the ordinance and a frontage requirement of 100 feet.  The use going in is an 800 square foot structure.  Doug Schmidt asked what is the plan for a basement or crawlspace since a good part of the building is in the flood fringe.  Jamie Jencks remarked that they plan to work with CMS, the City Building Inspector, to come up with the best solution in that area.  Doug asked if they could move the building back a few more feet to get out of the flood fringe area.  Paul Larsen does not want putting the building on the lot to become a detriment in appearance by putting it too close to the Carriage House.  Mark Wilcox feels that the findings meet all the criteria needed in granting a variance.  Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Reding to close the public hearing and go back into regular session at 7:15 pm.
Member Brannan would like to discuss the potential drainage pipes that may lie under the lots where the Greek Revival building is being moved to along with the EDA owned lots across from the Park.  There are some options to do this.  It is the City’s responsibility to find out where the pipes are.  It is then the owner’s responsibility to move them.  An estimate to do the televising from Hwy 57 up 4th to Clay then north on Clay to 5th is about $1,200 plus a few more hundred for WHKS to update the street survey.  Member Reding would like to cut it down to just the two lots.  Motion made by Member Reding to approve Resolution 2009-19, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE VARIANCE FROM THE MINIMUM REQUIRED LOT AREA AND FRONTAGE REGULATIONS IN AN R-1 DISTRICT FOR THE MANTORVILLE RESTORATION ASSOCIATION,  with the understanding that the City engages WHKS to locate any piping between with respect to the Greek Revival lot and the west EDA lot.  Once found we can figure out how to adjust anything so the building isn’t on top of a pipe.  A friendly amendment by Member Bradford to cap it at $1,800. The motion was second by Member Brannan.  Clarification by Council Members that the variance is approved but the location of the pipes could change the location of the placement of the structure.  Motion passed unanimously.  
A comment by Jamie Jencks where he feels we are spending money on work that doesn’t need to be done.  He is sure the pipe goes along the stone wall and does not go across the lot.    

7. Old Business/New Business

a) Lyle Michaletz

The drainage easement was discussed some more.  Member Reding asked if the City needs to obtain and easement to go through the woods.  Lyle noted that the City already has one.  Adam did some maintenance by adding rock to the easement area that is eroding.  Council discussed how they want to finance this and other storm water projects.  It was discussed about implementing a storm water fee that would be paid each month and put into a fund to do these projects.  Cami is to bring forward information on this to the next Council.  Mayor Nash feel’s we need to follow the Engineer’s recommended plan for now until we come up with a more formal storm sewer plan.  Adam plans to go in and fix the ruts with black dirt and grass seed but this probably won’t happen until the spring.  Adam is to take more formal measurements of the erosion.  

b) Regional Safety Group

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the City being part of the SE MN Regional Safety Group at a cost not to exceed $1,200 per year.  Motion passed unanimously.

c) Dale Brannan – Officer Recommendation, Member Leave of Absence, Member Resignation

Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bradford to approve the appointment of the following Fire Department Officers for 2010:


Fire Chief – JJ Williams


Assistant Chief/Safety – Jeremy Schubert


Secretary – Jason Schimik


Treasurer – Doug Wunderlich


Fire Marshall – Don Hofstad


Training – Mike Grant


Equipment – Paul Lushinsky


Truck - 
Chuck Larsen


First Responder Captain – Dave Gilbertson

Motion passed unanimously.  Motion was made by Member Reding, second by Member Bradford to approve the retirement of Joe Waugh from the Fire Department.  Motion passed unanimously.  The Council wants to make sure that a letter of thanks for service should be sent.  

Motion was made by Bradford, second by Member Reding to approve the one year leave of absence of John Fessler.  Motion passed unanimously.

The City has received three applications for new membership in the Fire Department.  Background checks are being done at this time.  Once those are back, official recommendations will come to the Council.  

d) Sign Ordinance Draft

The final draft with comments from the Planning and Zoning Commission and Karen were discussed.  After review and discussion of the comments made, the Council made the following changes to the draft:

(C) 3) Change (8) square feet to 24.

      4)  Add the wording that if it’s in the Historic District then it needs to be reviewed by the     

           MRA.   
     (D) 3) Reword to state, any sign which obstructs doors, fire escapes, stairways, or opening or   

               access to any building or structure.
 (E) C. Who is requiring this, the City or CMS?  When will it be needed, exactly?  Is there      

           something we can put in here to clarify it?  When required by CMS?

Throughout the document change CMS to the City Building Inspector.  If the City should contract with someone else, we would not need to change the ordinance.    
Do we want to include anything about LED lights and windows, open signs, beer signs, flashing signs in the Historical District?  Paul feels that common sense has to prevail here.  He feel it is important for a café to have an open sign and inside lighted signs which are turned off when the business is closed, he doesn’t have a problem with.  Any signage in the Historic District is supposed to be reviewed and recommended by the MRA.  Member Reding stated that any flashing signs upon the highway need to be approved by MnDot.  He doesn’t feel we will have a problem.  The consensus of the Council is that the wording is fine.  

(C) 9) take out the letters and trademarks

(D) 4) question on the ray of light and the intent; take that completely out and update (D) 5) to say Any sign which causes a safety hazard by interfering with drivers vision, sight lines and traffic visibility.  
  7) D) change to reflect ten square feet per side.  
  G) 6) discussion about the portable sign at Bromley’s.  A compliance letter will be sent after the new provisions are passed.

Council said to make the changes as Council addressed and move forward with the public hearing.  

Dave Dripps commented how much time has been wasted on this sign ordinance both in Planning and Zoning and at the Council level and how we are talking about the same things over and over again.  We got a lot bigger and more important things to be working on.  
e) ACH Module for Utility Billing

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Schmidt to approve the purchase of the ACH Module for utility billing up to $795.00.  This will allow customers to have their payments to the City for water and sewer bills taken directly from their bank.  Motion passed unanimously.  

f) Ice Arena Termination Agreement
Council reviewed the agreement and has concerns that the dollars the City will pay to terminate the agreement may not be spent on the parking lot.  They do not want them spent on anything but the parking lot.  Member Reding asked about the original Four Seasons Joint Powers Agreement and if there was something in there that talked about if someone wanted out.  Mayor Nash said that there is not anything and it has been reviewed.  Member Bradford noted that we are giving up an improvement on an asset.  Is there any recourse with this document if they do not build a parking lot?  Council directed Cami to have Jeff, City Attorney, review the document.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to table this termination agreement until the next Council meeting.  Have the City Attorney review it.  Member Bradford noted that $8,000 to buy them off isn’t worth spending the City Attorney money on.  Motion passed with Mayor Nash and Members Brannan and Reding voting for and Members Bradford and Schmidt voting against.  
g) 2010 Sheriff’s Contract

Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to approve the 2010 Sheriff’s contract at a cost of $82,824.12.  Motion passed unanimously.  

h) 2010 Budget

Council wants the departments to be made aware of where the budget sits at this time with their requests.  Mayor Nash suggested that we preplan for the shortfall on the Chestnut Street Bond.  When the final bond payment is made, we will be roughly $40,000 short.  No further direction was made at this time.  

8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – Adam reported on the following;
· Added rock and 2x4’s on Michaletz drainage easement
· Checked on shingles reimbursement; waiting for reply

· Has been checking on the VFW water meter and it is not showing any usage right now.  Plans to check it again after the event on the 21st.  Mayor Nash suggested installing a new meter now instead of wasting time on this.  
· Adam to be gone the 21st – 29th of November. 

b) City Clerk Report – Cami reported on the following:
· Gave Council information on changing the Mayor term.
· Update Council on the MN Department of Revenue’s request for list of licenses the City gives out.
· Will meet with Elizabeth on the EAB grant

· Update on closing of City Hall

· Inquired on the request for electronic council packets.  It was suggested to put it out on the City website and let members access it that way or email the packet to Council Members.  Cami will run some tests to see how to do it best.

· Council Member Brannan suggested that Cami start attending the County Commissioner Meetings when items relating to Mantorville may be talked about.  

c) Consultant Report - None
d) Committee Report

Chamber, EDA, Finance/Budget, Fire Department, Infrastructure, KM Joint Powers, MRA, Park Board, Personnel, PZ, Relief, Township
· Chamber – update given on fall festival success

· EDA  - met in October on the RFP process; tourism roundtable meeting went well; 

· Finance/Budget – the committee met with Mr. Finley; based on the application for deferral, he did not qualify due to income limits; the Finance Committee is recommending to the Council that Mr. Finley pay $17,255 now and the interest portion $2,588 will be paid on a payment plan monthly with the City over the next four years; Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding, to accept the agreement for the payment of the interest above the original connection fee.  Mayor Nash added that he was very pleased when he left the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.
· KM Joint Powers – Mayor Nash asked the Council what their input was from the request at the Saturday retreat.  Member Reding does not feel that money for the joint ventures should be used on a teacher/educational director.  Member Bradford agrees with Member Reding.  Member Brannan has no support for it; the school already hired the person and they will move forward with it. The school should come back in two years and review financially how we are.  The City cut staff to half time; can’t see paying someone to take care of our parks; Member Schmidt is against it as well on the same note.  We are looking at raising taxes; something like this would be a novelty at this time.  Mayor Nash said he would pass this on.

· Park Board – is requesting that the money they have this year in CIP that they haven’t spent be reserved for next year.  Cami is to bring back a dollar amount for the next budget discussion.

· Personnel – Mayor Nash and Member Brannan to meet with all staff.  

· Township – Cami has the input from the City attorney on the Orderly Annexation document.  She is putting this together.  Council discussed how they want to handle decreases in the City budget and how they want to reflect that in the Township contracts.  Cami will get information together on previous numbers and bring back to Council.  
e) Council Member Report

· Member Bradford – None

· Member Schmidt – None

· Member Brannan – None

· Member Reding - None
f) Mayor Report – Has a meeting with Randy Demmer on Thursday.  Had a meeting with the SEMLM and put forth the effort for them to help support our trail. 
Mayor Nash asked about doing payroll and payables electronically.  Cami is checking into that also.   
9. Executive Session - None

10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Reding to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.  
