DRAFT

MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINTUES
MONDAY, MARCH 24, 2007

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Tom Gall called the meeting to order at 6:32 PM.

Members Present:
Tom Gall





Annie Brannan





Bill Reding





Jamie Jencks





Luke Nash

Others Present: Gretta Becay – DC Star, Don Swanson, Dale Brannan, Robert Lermon, Paul Larson, Randy Carlsen – DCI, Engineer Bill Angerman, Attorney Jeff Kritzer and City Clerk Cami Reber.

2. Additions/Deletions to the agenda 

Addition of the DC Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda and the DC Notice of 
Planning Hearing.

3. Consent Agenda 

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the consent 
agenda as follows; Council Meeting minutes of March 10, 2008, Warrant List of March 
24, 2008, Planning & Zoning Minutes for February 19, 2008, and Park Board Minutes 
of February 26, 2008.  Mayor Gall had a correction to the Council Meeting minutes as 
follows; there is no Stage Coach Trail Committee but it is the DC Trails Association 
along with Dodge County.  His Mayor’s report was based on their activities along with 
the activities at the State and House level.  Mayor Gall also asked that a memo go out 
to the Planning and Zoning Commission in reference to their meeting minutes of 
February 19, 2008.  A concept plan has not been approved for the Tower Park 
Development and a survey is being done on the area.  Member Jencks would like to 
have clarification on land disposition and how that should take place.  Mayor Gall 
suggested that some discussion take place on determining the goals for planning and 
zoning.  That there needs to be affirmation from the City Council on those things that 
the P/Z is planning.  
4. Correspondence Only

5. Public Concerns


Paul Larson – expressed his concern with the sign ordinance and his conversation 
with other businesses who are concerned with sections of the sign ordinance.  A 
couple of members of Council may attend the Chamber meeting on April 3 to listen to 
their concerns.  Member Nash will attend the meeting and bring those concerns back 
to either the Council or the Planning and Zoning Committee.

6. Old Business/New Business

a)  Professional Service Agreement - 7th Street Project  



City Engineer Bill Angerman summarized the reason that this project got 
underway.  This is in response to drainage issues and road width issues which have 
been being discussed since 2000.  Member Nash asked about combining studies so 
they don’t over do things such as combining the 7th Street project and the Drainage 
Study.  They could be combined into one report.  Member Reding see’s the priority 
projects as being the drainage study and 5th Street East sewer line study.  He doesn’t 
see the 7th street project until 2010 or 2011.  Member Brannan asked about the timing 
of the studies and how long they are good for.  Bill Angerman doesn’t recommend 
doing a PSA for a project until you’re sure of what you want and when you want to do 
it.  There are too many environmental things that could change the scope of the 
project from the time the PSA is done and the project is done.  You don’t want to have 
to redo a scope and pay twice for one project.  Member Brannan asked council 
members if they feel these projects will move forward in 2008.  She doesn’t feel we are 
far enough along on any of them to start this year.  Member Jencks feel’s we have 
been told by different sources that the economy is right for it now.  The Council will 
hold off on the 7th Street Project.
b) Professional Service Agreement, Drainage Study – 



Bill Angerman handed out the PSA for the Drainage Study and reviewed it with 
the Council.  He is recommending doing this project in phases and combining the 
components of 7th Street drainage problems.  It will take about a month and a half to 
complete; about the June timeframe.  WHKS will move forward with the PSA on the 
preliminary engineer’s report for the Walnut Street Drainage Area for the amount of 
$8,200.

c) Professional Service Agreement, 5th Street East Sewer Line Extension



Bill Angerman presented the PSA for the 5th Street East Sewer Line Extension 
and reviewed the scope of services with the Council.  Member Brannan asked if there 
will be options supplied with costs.  The report supplied will show different options and 
probable costs along with a summary of existing conditions, recommendations on 
alignments, preliminary layouts, and anticipated schedule.  The report will reference 
the 5th Street Bike Project although the original engineer’s report recommended not 
combining the two projects.  The cost is not feasible due to all the extra piping that 
would be required.  They really want to stay away from installing a lift station.  Most of 
the lots can be served by gravity sewer although, the lots to the south, close to the 
river, will have to be looked at as the best way to serve either by grinder pumps or lift 
station.  Member Reding asked if there is something that can be done for those two 
lots that have non complying septic systems.  Bill responded that they generally send 
them to the county since the county regulates that.  Usually they would be talking a 
holding tank scenario.  Member Reding asked if costs could be included in this study 
for just that.  Bill Angerman said they could, although historically they try to keep things 
in the right away.  It is sort of a slippery slope when you start to leave the right of way.  
Council briefly discussed assessments.  The City has an assessment policy in place 
but nothing that would be specific to this issue.  When would the City put such a policy 
in place would be after the costs come in.  The Council would decide when they want 
to involve the public.  In order for the council to proceed, they would need a 4/5th s 
vote of the Council if it is not initiated by a petition.  Several discussions will take place 
with the residents in this area once the numbers come in.  The city can then base their 
decisions on the project from the outcome of the citizen meetings which could be held 
over the summer.  The report should come back to council the first part of June.  
Motion made by Member Jencks, second by Member Nash to spend $7,900 to do the 
PSA for the study on 5th Street sewer services as described in the service agreement.  
A friendly amendment by Member Brannan to include wording about servicing the two 
homes that are beyond the Bergman and Mantor Drive area.  Bill Angerman will 
change the wording on the PSA to include the ultimate sewer service area.  A second 
friendly amendment by Mayor Gall stating the cost come from the CIP Fund.  Motion 
passed unanimously.  

Member Jencks had some additional input/questions for Bill Angerman in regards to 
the solutions on the WWTF study.  In reference to option 3 of the plan, he was 
surprised that the pipe that would run to Kasson wasn’t able to be tapped into by 
developers.  Why aren’t we considering how to tap in?  We should be looking ahead 
on this and he is concerned that it wasn’t included as something to be aware of.  Bill 
Angerman responded by saying that you can’t tap into a force main, you have to tap 
into a lift station because it has to be pressurized.  Capacity wise, connecting all of the 
residents in the City, including those south of the City were taken into account.  In 
order to consider those properties, the City would pick realistic points for other inputs 
to come in at the time that the line is being built.  Separate lift stations would need to 
be made to act as the collection area which would then pump into a force main.

In regards to the discussions with Kasson and option 3 of the WWTF Plan, the City of 
Kasson is currently looking at their capacity levels and weather flows.  City staff and 
the engineer will be meeting with them in the mid May timeframe. 

Bill Angerman gave an update on the County pave project.  Plans and quantities have 
been turned into the county for inclusion on their project.   

d) Amended City Code Section 150.085, Sign Regulations 



Due to continued questions raised by City Committee’s, businesses and other 
organizations in the City, it is recommended by City staff that the Council send this 
back to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Motion made by Member Reding, 
second by Member Nash that this ordinance go back to Planning and Zoning with the 
list of questions submitted by Council Members.  Mayor Gall asked for a compiled list 
of those questions for Council.  Motion passed unanimously.
City Council took a break from 7:50 – 7:59 PM

e) Amended City Code Chapter 152, Flood Plain Management



Members of the Council had some questions and would like to see the maps 
that are referenced in the ordinance.  Mayor Gall would like to follow procedure and 
have the happenings of the public meeting in black and white.  Member Jencks is 
concerned about paved area that could increase runoff that are as an allowed used in 
the flood area and impervious services.  Nothing about water retention that is more 
recent.  Council tabled the ordinance until the next meeting.  Questions should be 
directed to staff so answers can be gotten prior to the meeting.  
f) Approval of Swenke Co., Inc., Contractors License



Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Nash to approve the 
contractor’s license for Swenke Co.  Member Brannan asked if the insurance is in 
order for this and Member Jencks asked that the contractor’s number be listed in the 
space that is currently blank on the application.  Motion passed unanimously.

7. TBD

a) Public Works Report – None

b) City Clerk Report 



Cami updated the Council regarding the walls along Hwy.57.  MN Dot 
will look at them again once everything has thawed out.  GGG will be at the 
April 14 Council meeting with the plans for the dam.  Smith Schafer will present 
the City audit at the April 28 meeting.  The City Leadership meeting will be 
rescheduled but a firm date has not been decided upon.  Member Brannan will 
be in attendance along with the Mayor.  The City website is in the process of 
being revamped to be more user friendly.

c) Consultant Report – None

d) Committee Reports  


The Infrastructure Committee noted that they hope to be giving the 
members an update on NW W/S Project.  City Attorney Lee Bjorndal is working 
with SJ Louis and their attorney in final numbers.  


The Personnel Committee is finishing up the job descriptions and 
personnel policy.  Once the council has approved those, they will be working on 
a better employee evaluation system.

e) Council Member Report

Member Nash – none


Member Jencks – Would like a copy of the City zoning map showing the flood 
plain area and the city owned property.  He has received comments from 
people regarding gravel in their yards for those seal coated roads last fall in the 
area of Chestnut and 5th.  Gave update on the Easter Egg Hunt.  Update on the 
DC Trails Committee and the actions on the Senate/House side.  He has come 
across Information regarding grant/bonding on WWTF.  There is a preference 
given to those communities working together – he will continue to explore this.


Member Brannan – wants to attend the SEMLM.  Mayor Gall will also be 
attending.  She is working with Paul Larson and Jane Harwick regarding 
property in the Historic District.  They want to send a letter to all property 
owners regarding property ownership within the Historic District.  Member 
Brannan presented a draft letter that will be going out to those property owners.  
Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Mayor Gall to approve the draft 
letter with minor changes.  Motion passed 4-0 with Member Jencks abstaining 

from the vote.


Member Reding - None

f) Mayor’s Report – None

8. Executive Session

a) Discussion on Litigation with KM School District



The Council had discussion with Attorney Jeff Kritzer regarding the 
ongoing litigation with school district.    
Adjourn – Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Brannan to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

