
MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

BOARD OF REVIEW

MONDAY, APRIL 25, 2005

7:00 PM

Call to order:  Mayor Diane Carlson called the meeting of the Board of Review to order at 7:00 PM.

Members Present:  Diane Carlson, Luke Nash, Ross Abel, Annie Brannan, Nate Nord.

Others Present: Carolyn Hahn, Larry Plank, Jr., Paulette Eike, Barbara Ballard, Bernard Beaver, John Gergen, Rose Culbertson, Lisa Foxen, Ron Schrafel, Paul Larsen, Helmut Schwartz, Theresa Hoagland, Lyle Hoagland, Mike Skjeie, Julie Larsen, Scott Larsen, Mitchell J. Miller, Gary Reihl, Brad and Amy Handevidt, Don and Kay Meyer, Rhonda Rocap, Nancy Bauman, William Reding, Randy Carlsen, Kent W. Hashmann, Barb Lentz, James and Linda Welch, Dick Finley, Mishelle Hrtska, Tom Dohrmann, Dave Brekke, Robin Maxson, City Engineer Bill Angerman, Assistant City Clerk Cami Reber, County Assessor Wendell Engelstad and Property Appraiser Sharon Narveson.

County Assessor, Wendell Engelstad, gave a brief overview of the process and how they came to the numbers they did.  Several citizens of Mantorville were present to voice there concerns on the high increase in property value.

Carolyn Hahn & Larry Plank Jr. - Disputing the selling price of the home they just bought versus the assessed value for the 2006 tax year.

Barb Ballard - Asked to have the square footage of the home adjusted due to the removal of the overhang.

Bernard Beaver - His assessed value increased greatly.  He disagrees with it.

Mantorville Townhouse Association - Consists of twelve units.  One of those units increased significantly.  The County will look at that.

Scott and Julie Larsen - Their assessed value jumped significantly.  The County Assessor responded that the whole city experienced an increase in their property values.

Julie Foxen - Huge increase on her value

Roger Nolte - The value went way up on his home and it is 100 years old.

Mantorville Antique Mall - Helmut Schwartz and Paul Larson - The assessed value is much higher than the selling price.  They are appealing to the City Council to look at their property and adjust the assessed value.

Ron Schrafel - Appealing his valuation - his neighbors assessed values are much lower.

Jim Welch - He doesn’t agree with the valuation given to his property.  What happens now?

The County will now hold the County Board of Appeal on June 14th at 6:00 PM.  All who are in attendence at tonights meeting should be at the County Board of Appeal meeting.

John Gergen - His value increased by 14%.  His neighbor sold their home for $25,000 less than what his property is valued at.  The majority of his land is river bottom.

Lyle Hoagland - Riverside Gifts - His property took a 28% increase which was the standard for all commercial property.  Mr. Hoagland appealed to the Council to relook at the increase on Commercial Property.

William Reding - His property value increased by about $20,000.  His value is four times that of the purchase price that he bought it for.

The County wide average is 10% increases.  

The Council discussed the issues at hand.  Member Nash asked that if the average increase has been 4-6% in the past why are they experiencing a 12% or more increase now?  How does that happen?  Is the 28% increase on businesses going to stay that way next year?  How can one property be valued different from another?  Mayor Carlson asked how often the properties are visited.  County Assessor Wendell replied that they are visited about once every five years, which is standard.  They are short staffed at the County level.  Member Nord asked if the big increases are due to the past not keeping up with the market values?  Member Nord wants to see the property’s reassessed.  Mayor Carlson would also like the County Assessor to take a look at those properties that came to the meeting tonight.  Member Abel would like the County to look again at the retail businesses values.

Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Nord to have the County Assessors office review the assessed values on those properties in attendance tonight.  Also those property owners who called in to the County prior to the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

The information will be brought to the May 23rd meeting of the City Council.

Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Brannan to close the Board of Review at 8:25 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted
Camille Reber

City Clerk


