MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2007

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Tom Gall called the meeting to order at 6:36 PM.  
Members Present:
Tom Gall




Annie Brannan




Bill Reding




Nancy Bauman

Members Absent:
Sarah Leitzen

Others Present:  Dale Brannan – Chief MFD, Mike Bubany – David Drown Associates, Chuck Larson, Russell Lucas, Doug Schmidt, Henry Schleeter, Randy Carlson, Rich Balcome, Bill Angerman – WHKS, Matt Brekke – Public Works Supervisor and Cami Reber – City Clerk Treasurer.
2. Additions/Deletions to agenda – a note to reference the outcome of the Executive Session at the last meeting will be made by Mayor Gall at the time of the Mayor’s report.  

3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bauman to approve the consent agenda with the following change to the Council minutes of January 12, 2007:  8. d) Council Members Report – Member Reding, change the date from February 26 to January 26.  Motion passed unanimously.
4. Correspondence – FYI only

5. Public Concerns – None

6. Public Hearings

a) Adoption of Codified Code of Ordinances; Clerk Reber gave an overview of the project of codifying the City Ordinances.  The City took all the ordinances and sent to the League attorney who reviewed them and recommended any changes per State Statutes.  The City Attorney then reviewed those recommendations and gave the Council his recommendation for making any changes.  No major changes took place with the current ordinances.  The City Ordinances were updated to follow State Statutes and arranged neatly in the City Code of Ordinance book.  Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Member Brannan to approve AN ORDINANCE ENACTING A CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE CITY OF MANTORVILLE MINNESOTA, AMENDING, RESTATING, REVISING, UPDATING, CODIFYING, AND COMPILING CERTAIN ORDINANCES OF THE CITY DEALING WITH THE SUBJECTS EMBRACED IN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES.  Motion passed unanimously.  No comments were made by anyone in the audience regarding the adoption.
b) Connection Fee Objection Withdrawal; Mayor Gall opened the Public Hearing at 6:45 PM.  Mayor Gall introduced Resolution 2007-04, WAIVER OF CONNECTION FEE CHARGE FOR 839 STAGECOACH ROAD, BLOCK 1, LOT 2 OF HICKORY ADDITION, CITY OF MANTORVILLE, COUNTY OF DODGE, STATE OF MINNESOTA.  The objection for the connection fee charge for a resident in the NW W/S project was withdrawn.  No one was present to speak for or against the resolution.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bauman to close the public hearing.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve Resolution 2007-04.  Motion passed unanimously.
7. New Business

a) Approval 2007 City Contractor’s License – Swenke, Inc.;  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bauman to approve the City Contractors License for Swenke, Inc. for 2007.  Motion passed unanimously.
b) Approval 2007 City Contractors License – Hofschulte Backhoe & Septic, LLC;  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to approve the City Contractors License for Hofschulte Backhoe & Septic, LLC for 2007.  Motion passed unanimously.

c) P/Z Recommendation of new members – The Planning and Zoning Commission made a recommendation to the Council for approving Dale Brannan and Jodi Starch to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve Dale Brannan and Jodi Starch to the Mantorville Planning and Zoning Commission.  Mayor Gall asked that the Council look at the applications submitted for the open positions.  Mayor Gall noted that Ms. Starch’s background is a no brainer for the P/Z Commission.  He noted that Jamie Jencks clearly has a background with all his education that would work well with P/Z compared to that of Dale Brannan.  The Council would like to see what criteria the P/Z used when choosing their recommendation for the two open seats.  Those in favor of the recommendation of P/Z are Member Reding and Member Brannan.  Those voting against are Mayor Gall and Member Bauman. The motion did not pass due to a tie vote.  The Council will readdress the P/Z Recommendation of new members at the next Council meeting when a full quorum will be present.
d) Resolution 2007-03, LOCAL BOARD OF APPEAL AND EQUALIZATION; Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bauman to approve Resolution 2007-03.  This resolution shows that at least one member of the Council attended the training required for the City to hold its board of appeal and equalization in 2008 in pertaining to property value for tax determination.  Motion passed unanimously.
e) Gambling Application, DC Big Spurs; Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Member Reding to approve the application for a one day gambling permit for the DC Big Spurs.  Motion passed unanimously.

f) Resolution 2007-05, A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING ACCEPTANCE OF THE GIFT FROM THE DODGE COUNTY CARE AND SHARE PROGRAM; the City received a gift of money from the DC Care and Share Program.  This money is to be used to help residents in the City who could use financial help with their water and sewer bill.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to pass resolution 2007-05.  Motion passed unanimously.  Member Brannan and Member Bauman will work with staff to come up with a list of citizens in the City who are in need of financial assistance for 2007.  The list will come before the Council before April 1 for final approval.
8. Capitol Improvement Plan presentation and discussion; Mike Bubany, David Drown and Associates was present to review the CIP plan the previous council had implemented.  He reviewed the City’s financial state, tax impact and water and sewer revenues.  The rate increases in 2005 didn’t help the spending in the water and sewer departments.  The funds are not collecting enough revenue to offset spending.  The City relies on the residential tax base.  Because we are a smaller City we receive less LGA.  Our debt per capita is average.  We have a high general fund balance which by implementing the CIP Fund will help to reduce that.  The City has set up a fund of $380,000 to start up the CIP.  The model presented to the Council shows a yearly contribution of $50,000 from the general fund, $5,000 from the water fund and $5,000 from the sewer fund.  Currently the list of projects in the CIP plan include 5th Street East – bike path and extension of sewer lines, Hubbell House Water line, WWTP Study, John Deere Loader, City Hall Fire Hall project, WWTP upgrade and 7th Street Chestnut/Walnut storm drainage project.  The Council added shoreline/dam improvements, future of intermediate school, downtown revitalization.  The first meeting in March will be used to discuss these projects and take action on the items set up to happen in 2007.

9. Staff and Council Reports 

a) Public Works Report – Matt Brekke gave the Council an update on the water line break on January 29th in front of the Opera House.

b) City Clerks Report – 

· Clean Water Legacy Act – currently the City has a medium household income that is above the State median income guidelines.  The amount of assistance and grants available becomes very slim unless your City falls below those guidelines.  Until the City has a plan in place, it is difficult to find funding sources unless you know what it is you are after.

· Allowing credits on water/sewer bills – Cami asked the Council their input regarding providing “breaks” on water and sewer bills when a resident has a leak and loses a significant amount of water.  The Council suggested that the homeowner approach their insurance for coverage.  If they are denied any reimbursement they are to then bring that to the Council for the Council to make a decision.

· Zwiefels Auto Repair – Cami informed the Council that this building next to the WWTP is for sale.  This could be a possible site for the future of the WWTP upgrades or addition if ever needed.  

· Cami updated the Council on the Schleeter/Schmidt Project.  Currently there is no building permit that has been signed off on for the old school house renovations.  Only a portion of the required documents have been submitted therefore the City has not signed off on anything or sent anything on to CMS for their review.  The recommendation from the MRA has not been given to the City either.  There have not been any public hearings scheduled for the variance either.
c) Committee Reports – 

· Infrastructure Committee – Member Reding updated the Council on the meeting that took place with the Starch’s, staff, committee, CMS and WHKS regarding storm water run off onto their property.  A couple of options were discussed for improvements to the storm water run off.  One of those was installing curb and gutter along West Street.  Another option was installing a gutter system in the Starch’s driveway.  Until there is a heavy rain and the frost melts in the spring, it is hard to know at this point just how much of a problem the drainage will be.  The builder from the property across the street does not feel that they should be liable for paying for improvements.  They built the property to code and there was nothing in the original plans regarding this.  The area in question has always had drainage issues.  The cost to install a gutter system is around $4,000 which is much cheaper than the cost of curb and gutter.  It was the consensus of the Council to allow staff to move forward with the installation of a gutter system if the need arises when we receive a heavy rain.  Council is in the works on the CIP plan and does not have the area in question decided upon.  If drainage becomes a problem prior to the final decision being made, staff should proceed with the gutter system in the Starch driveway.  Currently the City does not have an ordinance in place that addresses driveways.  That will be another project for the Council to put in place.
· Member Reding attended the Relief Board of Trustees meeting.  He commented that they are doing a good job with investing their money.  He encouraged the Council to allow more dollars to go towards mittens for the Fire Department when they are fighting fires in the frigid cold.

· Planning and Zoning – Member Bauman updated the Council that the P/Z has made their recommendation to the Council for new members.  That is the only action the Committee has taken so far.

d) Council Members Report – 

1. Bill Reding – Nothing.

2. Annie Brannan – 

· She would like to know how the P/Z Committee picked the new members they did.  What was their criteria in choosing.  She would like to see this be taken in the future and reported to Council when recommending new Members.  The entire council agreed that this should be implemented for all committee’s.
· She commented on how important it would be for the City to increase their buildable homes by at least 20 per year.  The Council needs to work proactively on this in order to increase its tax base and not allow increases to the water and sewer rates.

· She would like to revisit the idea of the City obtaining the Septic systems on the east end of town.
· She wants to get moving updating the recording system of Council meetings.  Money was put aside for this and it is important that the residents be able to view the meetings when they can’t come to the meetings.  The Council agreed to let Member Brannan to seek information and a quote on the audio/video system. The recommendation will be brought back to Council.  

3. Nancy Bauman – the Finance Committee will be working on Cash Flow Budgeting.  A balance sheet report will be given with the monthly financial reports.  She is working with Cami on that.  

4. Tom Gall – Mayor Gall updated the Council on the Board of Equalization training he attended.  He also updated the Council on the Newly Elected Officials conference he attended.  It is well worth the money.

The Mayor gave a brief update to the outcome of the Executive Session at the last Council meeting.  Staff had brought an item for discussion to the Personnel Committee.  The Council agreed that no action would be taken.

10. Discussion – None

Adjourn – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to adjourn the meeting at 9:39 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

