MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2007

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Tom Gall called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
Members Present:

Tom Gall





Annie Brannan





Bill Reding





Nancy Bauman

Members Absent:

Sarah Leitzen - travel
Others Present; Dale Brannan – Chief MFD, James Jencks, Jim Mitchell, Joe Schmidt, Rich Balcome, Tom DeZiel, Mark Wilcox, Randy Carlson, Jim Tibbals, Henry Schleeter, Doug Schmidt, City Engineer Bill Angerman, City Attorney Lee Bjorndal, Public Works Supervisor Matt Brekke and City Clerk Treasurer Cami Reber.

2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda – 


Additions, New Business 7f – Schleeter’s Building Permit

3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bauman to approve the consent agenda with changes to the City Council Minutes as follows;
· 6a) change wording to reflect that Member Bauman did not comment due to pending issues between Mr. Alberts and herself.
· 6b) Change December to February

· 6e) change wording was not met to did not meet
· 7c) 2. change the word required to desired
· 7i) change wording to say avoid violation of the open meeting law.
· 7i) change formerly to formally.
Member Reding would like to see definitions of expenses to be more explicit.  There is not enough detail.
Member Bauman questioned the Midwest Wireless cell phone bill and thinks it is awfully high and that the City should be able to get a better deal.

Motion passed unanimously with the listed changes to the council meeting minutes.

4. Correspondence – Mayor Tom Gall recommended attendance to the SMLM meeting stating it is a good organization and good place to interact with other elected officials.  The Mayor recommended two individuals attend the meeting on January 31, 2006 being hosted by the City of Stewartville.  Mayor Gall and Member Bauman offered to attend.  Other items of correspondence included the rate study submitted by Mr. Ferry and the Dodge County Commissioners meeting.

5. Public Concerns – Jamie Jencks, representing the MRA, presented the Council with a request from the MRA.  The MRA had the restoration house and the bathrooms winterized in November.  Sometime in late November a water line broke inside the bathroom building and a very large leak occurred.  Evidently who ever did the winterizing did not turn off the water.  The MRA is requesting that the City forgive the water rate charge for that period of time when the leak happened.  Member Reding suggested the City look at the past bills for this property and charge accordingly.  Member Brannan said the MRA should have insurance to cover this sort of loss and that the bill be turned into the insurance company.  If nothing else, the people that did the winterizing should be paying the bill.  It’s their fault it was not done properly.  Member Brannan stated the Council should not set precedence for others by forgiving this bill.  Member Bauman agreed with not setting a precedence and that the bill should be turned into the insurance company.  Matt Brekke spoke to the Council explaining the process that the City takes when a meter reading comes back abnormal during the meter reading process.  Staff sends out a letter notifying the property that the meter picked up a reading that was abnormal and to contact Matt as soon as possible so he can check the meter.  Mr. Jencks felt the urgency in checking the meter was not a priority as there had been problems with the meters in the past. 


Mr. Jencks also commented about his disappointment of not being selected as a 
recommended 
candidate for the Planning and Zoning Commission.  He is disappointed that a more formal approach 
was not taken such as no interviews of each application took place and no background checks done.  
Mr. Jencks feels he is highly qualified with his education background.  

Dale Brannan, MFD questioned the Council on the meeting that was taking place at City Hall on a 
Saturday and why it wasn’t open to the public.  Member Bauman replied by stating it was a meeting 
with the finance committee made up of Mayor Gall, Cami Reber and herself.  They met with the City 
Auditor to make introductions, meet and discuss the audit reports and other city financials.  It was not 
done as a way of meeting behind anyone’s back.  It was the only day the auditor was available to meet 
due his busy season.

6. Old Business

a) Date for Intermediate School Discussions – No dates have been submitted by the school for a meeting time.  Discussion took place among the Council Members as to who would be on the committee for discussions with the school regarding the Intermediate School.  Member Brannan and Mayor Gall will represent the City of Mantorville.

b) EDA Appointments – City Attorney Lee Bjorndal did some checking on the seat appointments of the EDA for clarification to the process.  Luke Nash who was not reelected to Council and was on the EDA will forfeit his seat as a council member.  Annie Brannan who continues her seat on the Council will remain on the EDA until April 2007 when her seat as Chairperson is up for reelection.  Members Bauman and Leitzen will take over the EDA council representative seats.  Member Leitzen will take over Nash’s seat immediately and Member Bauman will take over Member Brannan’s seat April 1, 2007.  Member Bauman and Member Letizen were the two Council members chosen to represent the EDA.  Per attorney Bjorndal, upon a council member’s term ending, their EDA seat also ceases.  
c) Water/Sewer Rates Ordinance; Base Fee Charge – Council discussed the base fee charges the city has in place.  Member Bauman said she would like to see one charge per meter only, not per residential unit.  Member Reding said he would like to see that a base fee be charged per unit only on the Sewer side not on the water.  Member Brannan said she would like to see what other cities are doing when it comes to charging base fees.  Staff informed Council that the rate study submitted by Mr. Ferry is in the correspondence section of the council packet.  This shows what area cities charge for base fees.  The water and sewer charges and fees will be discussed further during the CIP discussions with Mike Bubany.  

d) Transportation Enhancement Project, update – Mayor Tom Gall will present to the Dodge County Board of Commissioner’s the resolution asking for approval from the County in moving forward with the application process and submittal of the project for grant funds.  Senator Senjem will be submitting a letter of support for the project.  The Committee is asking for signatures from residents and businesses in support of the project.  Member Brannan has a sign up sheet available for signatures.

7. New Business

a) Resolution 2007-02, Support of DC Stagecoach Trail Project – Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bauman to approve Resolution 2007-02 RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR STATE BOND FUNDING FOR PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE STATE AUTHORIZED STAGE COACH TRAIL.  Motion passed unanimously.

b) NIMS compliance for newly elected officials – Clerk Cami Reber gave the council an update, intended mostly for the newly elected officials, the requirements of the NIMS plan.  Part of the requirement is that all city officials must complete the IS-700 course and turn their completion certificate into the City.  That information is then forwarded to FEMA.  Completing this is a requirement of National Incident Management Plan and does put the City at risk of losing State and/or Federal funding grants if all members have not completed the course.  Member Reding and Member Brannan completed the course in 2006 so do not need to do anything further.
c) Gambling Permit, Zumbro Valley Ducks Unlimited – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bauman to approve the one day gambling permit for Zumbro Valley Ducks Unlimited.  Motion passed unanimously.

d) LBAE Training – One Member of the Council needs to attend a training of the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization.  If no one does, the City does not run the yearly board of equalization hearings.  Dates were given but because of the short notice, Mayor Gall is the only member that can attend.  He will go to the training in Zumbrota.  Because no member of the Council had the training in 2006, the County will handle the LBAE hearings for 2007 and the City will resume them in 2008.
e) Rental Ordinance – discussion on the addendum to the lease that the city hands out to renters.  The addendum is thought to be only for the landlord to have on file and that the City should not have the responsibility of collecting it or even ensuring that it is used.  It is mainly for the landlord to protect himself.  The City has been following up by sending copies to the renters if one has not been signed and put on file.  There has been some question as to whether the City should be involved with that aspect of the application.  Member Brannan stated she would like to not change anything in that ordinance without first talking to Sheriff’s deputy Scott Rose who previously spoke to the Council regarding implementing the rental ordinance.  Mayor Gall stated that by the City not requiring having a copy of the addendum on file; it does not change the ordinance.  Member Brannan stated she still felt that if the Council wants to discuss the ordinance or any part thereof that Scott Rose should be on hand to give his recommendations and/or advice.  Staff will contact Scott Rose and have him come to the Council to give a presentation on landlords, leases and the addendum.  Attorney Bjorndal will review the addendum.

f) Schleeter Building Permit – Henry Schleeter and Doug Schmidt were on hand regarding the building permit for the Old School House.  Member Reding asked that the Council waiver the parking requirements for the project.  He stated that some cities do waiver certain things and offer assistance to new building projects.  Mr. Schmidt would like to get working on the remodeling project for the new café while his work load is slow during the winter.  Attorney Bjorndal stated that a conditional use could be done to change the required parking spots to be less than recommended.  Mr. Schmidt was told to stop by City Hall the next day for the required paperwork.  The Council agreed to let the use permit come to the first meeting in February for approval.  Member Brannan stated she felt a survey of the land needs to be completed and submitted prior to approval.  The City has been burned too many times with approving things and the correct property lines are not surveyed and a legal survey submitted to the City.  Mr. Schlater and Mr. Schmidt have no problem in having one done.  They are to complete the required application and submit a site plan showing where they plan to have parking available.  When the paperwork is submitted and complete, staff will make a notice of public hearing in the paper and do the required mailing so all can be ready for the Council meeting on February 12.
8. Staff and Council Reports

a) Public Works Report – Public Work Supervisor Matt Brekke gave his report;

· He completed the video tape of inventory at the City Shop.  The tape is at City Hall in the Fire Safe. 
· Annual inspection on the street sweeper showed some maintenance issues that Matt will evaluate when the quotes come in.

· New bleachers and pressure washer will be ordered per the budget.

· Enclosed a copy of a 10 year budget outlay for streets that he and Bill Angerman worked on.
b) City Clerk Report – 

· Updated the Council on Mantorville Township coming to the meeting on February 26th.  Tom, Bill and Cami will meet with Rog Nolte prior to that to go through the township calculations so council is aware of how Rog puts those together.

· Updated Council on two public hearings at the next meeting, the Codification and the connection fee objection withdrawal.

c) Committee Reports

· Member Bauman updated the Council on the meeting with the Finance Committee and the City Auditor.  
No other committees had met as of this council meeting.

d) Council Members Report

Member Brannan – Nothing

Member Bauman – Nothing

Member Reding –

· Informed everyone that he would be at the meeting with the Starch’s on January 26.  As part of the Infrastructure Committee he would like to see documents pertaining to the NW W/S project.  Contracts, pay estimates etc.  He gave Cami a list of the documents he would like to have.  He felt that Member Leitzen should have those items also as she is also part of the Infrastructure Committee.  Member Brannan expressed interest in receiving those documents also.  Each member of the council will get copies of documents pertaining to the project.

Mayor Gall – 

· The Mayor informed the council that Terry Sell had stopped in to City Hall to get the documents relating to the Transportation Project.  He is going up to St. Paul to meet with representatives that could help in the project going through and is planning to give copies of resolutions and plan outlines to them.  
· The Mayor will be attending the DC Board of commissioners meeting to present the resolution for their support for the transportation project.

· The Mayor asked Attorney Bjorndal to give some background and discuss the laws pertaining to the Open Meeting Law.  

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to close the public meeting and open for an executive session to discuss Personnel Issues brought to the Personnel Committee by City Staff.  Motion passed unanimously.  The public meeting closed at 9:25 PM.

The executive session closed at 11:41 PM.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bauman to open the public meeting.  Discussion on the personnel issue stating that no action will be taken.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,

Camille C. Reber

City Clerk Treasurer
