MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, APRIL 23RD, 2001

7:30 P.M.

The regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council was held on Monday, April 23rd, 2001.

Members present:  Diane Carlson, Mark Lamphere, Julie Larsen and Bob More.  Members absent:  Diane Wilke

Also present:  Roger Petersen, John Goodman, Ron Alberts, Dave Meek, Richard Hellerud, Ted Bulaga, and Paul Larsen

Mayor Carlson called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m.

AGENDA:  Corrections and additions were made to the agenda.  Discussion items included the sidewalk assignment, delinquent utility list, gentlemen’s club ordinance and correspondence.  

Richard Hellerud reported that the Mantorville Fire Department had received a Certificate of Appreciation for providing training materials to the 2001 MN State Fire School held in Rochester recently.

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION – Dave Meek, Dodge County Assessor:  Mr. Meek explained the 2001 assessment data that he had compiled.  There were 16 sales of existing properties with a total value of $1,595,400.  The average sales price was $99,700.  The value of new construction totaled $2,910,900.  Ted Bulaga questioned how the valuations of property were set.  Whether or not location played a factor, Mr. Meek replied that “it’s hard to tell - in most cases, no”.   About 25% of the properties are physically looked at each year.  City Attorney Roger Petersen asked whether or not redesignating the properties currently zoned Agriculture to Residential Zoning District, have any effect on the market value of the property.  Mr. Meek replied no, that his valuations are based on use of the land, not the zoning district.

MINUTES – April 9th meeting:  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Mayor Carlson to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Lamphere to approve payment of the Warrant List in the amount of $39,471.11.  Motion carried unanimously.

MAY 28TH COUNCIL MEETING:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Larsen that the May 28th meeting be cancelled because it falls on Memorial Day.  Motion carried unanimously.

DELINQUENT UTILITY ACCOUNTS:  Motion by Member More and second by Mayor Carlson to table any action until the May 14th meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:  The City Clerk’s office will be closed May 3rd, 4th and 7th because of vacation days.

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:  

• Member Larsen would like the Council to revisit the subject of adult oriented businesses and introduced ordinances from Dodge Center and Kasson regulating the location and licensing of such businesses.  Mayor Carlson agreed saying that she had received numerous phone calls also.  After much discussion, there was a motion by Member Larsen and second by Member Lamphere to adopt an ordinance (#146) prohibiting the location of adult uses within the City for a period of one year.  Motion carried with Mayor Carlson, Members Lamphere and Larsen voting aye and Member More voting nay.  

MAYOR’S REPORT:  
• Mayor Carlson reported that she had toured the City paying special attention to possible violations of the debris ordinance.  She mentioned seeing multiple junk vehicles, stacks of tires, appliances, woodpiles, critters, etc.  Member Larsen mentioned that she had taken pictures and hadn’t had the opportunity to have them developed.  She will turn them over to the City Attorney for review.

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Larsen to close the public hearing at 8:30 p.m.  Motion carried  unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING – Preliminary Plat approval for Rolling Hills Manor:  On behalf of Rolling Hills Developers, Ron Alberts presented the preliminary plat.  There was no one in attendance to speak against the project, however two letters from neighbors suggested that a duplex instead of 4-plex would be more suitable for the property.  Motion by Member More and second by Member Lamphere to approve the preliminary plat pursuant to WHKS’ recommendations being met.  Motion carried unanimously.  The final plat hearing will be scheduled for May 14th.

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER:  

• Mayor Carlson read a letter regarding Gov. Ventura’s proposed changes to HACA and LGA;


• Mayor Carlson read a letter of complaint about noise levels coming from the Social Club;


• She also read correspondence from the Mayor of Duluth asking for support to defeat a

concealed weapons reform bill.

• Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member More to approve the slate of attendees for the annual LMC conference in June in Duluth.  Motion carried unanimously.

GOODMAN HILLTOP SUBDIVISION:  John Goodman inquired about the possibility of reopening a 20 foot by 35 foot section of vacated 5th Street West.  Council agreed that that wasn’t an option.  A public hearing for approval of the Preliminary Plat was set for May 14th.

SIDEWALK DISCUSSION:  Mayor Carlson reported that her tour of the City included locating sidewalks and observing their condition.  There was much discussion as to whether or not a sidewalk ordinance was necessary.  Council will wait for the report from Mark Stevens before continuing discussion.

ADJOURN:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member More to adjourn at 9:25 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

