MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2006

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Acting Mayor Annie Brannan called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.  Mayor elect, Tom Gall was sworn in by City Clerk Cami Reber.  Mayor Gall then took over the meeting.


Members Present:
Tom Gall





Annie Brannan





Luke Nash





Ross Abel





Bill Reding

Others Present:  Jennifer and Ian Gall, Sarah Letizen, Nancy Bauman, Rich Balcome, Randy Carlson, Dale Brannan – Chief MFD, Matt Brekke – PW Supervisor and Cami Reber – City Clerk Treasurer.

2. Additions/Deletions to the agenda – Pull 8b) Utility Disconnections

3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Abel to approve the consent agenda as written.  Discussion regarding the pay request for SJ Louis; this is not the final pay request.  Also clarification on the check to Swenke Company.  Motion passed unanimously.
4. Correspondence

a) Building permits data – 1995 through 2006 – Information only.

5. Public Concerns – Rich Balcome is still concerned about the grass and the water in the ditch.  His concern is if there is enough money being withheld from SJ Louis to cover the costs of fixing his ditches and the water problem at the end of his driveway.  He was told by SJ Louis that the way everything sits now is the way it will be.  City Clerk Cami Reber informed him and the Council that the grass issues throughout the project will be dealt with in the spring because it is too late in the season for any of the grass to grow anymore.  

6. Public Hearing 7:00 PM Truth in Taxation – Mayor Gall opened the public hearing at 7:00 PM.  Mayor Gall addressed the audience by discussing the process and that all input from the audience will be considered.  Rich Balcome asked who decides the property value of our home.  The Council informed him that was done by the County and any concerns with that amount had to be taken up with them.

Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Brannan to close the public 
hearing at 7:10 PM.


A Special Council meeting has been set for Tuesday, December 19, 2006 at 7:00 PM 
in order to approve the final levy and the final budget.  Mayor Gall asked that a 
transition meeting be held at that time for incoming new council members.

7. Old Business

a) Request for Fire Bill to Collection Agency – Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Abel to direct the City Attorney to proceed with the collection agency on the outstanding Fire Department call bill.  Motion passed unanimously.

b) Park Board – Elizabeth Oolman – Elizabeth had directed City Clerk Cami Reber to ask the Council for permission to carry over any amounts left in the CIP at the end of the year for the park board.  The remaining money should go into their investment account.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Nash to allow any CIP balance from 2006 to be put into the Park Board investment account at year end 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

c) Livestock/Farm Animal Ordinance – At the previous council meeting, the Council approved 2 to 1 an amendment to the Livestock/Farm Animal Ordinance.  With only a three member council at that meeting and a two to one vote, the passing of the vote was not a majority of the council.  In passing an ordinance or an amendment to an ordinance you must have 3 of the 5 council members voting in favor in order for the ordinance to pass.  Mayor Gall explained this to the Council and said that if any members would like to reconsider the ordinance they can discuss and take a vote tonight with all five members present.  Member Nash and Member Brannan are concerned that the current ordinance is not defensible and they need to have something written that will address the current and/or future problems.  Member Reding commented that including bee’s in the ordinance is too much and that people may be intimidated by the ordinance.  Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Brannan to pass the amendment to the Livestock/Farm Animal Ordinance as written by the City Attorney.  It was the consensus of the Council that the ordinance should go back to the planning and zoning and be addressed again in the next three months for any revisions to it.  But it is not to come back to the Council until a consensus of the P/Z is made.  Motion passed unanimously with all members voting in favor.

d) Dodge County Historical Society Request for Donation – Discussion among the council regarding donations.  Member Nash doesn’t feel comfortable giving donations to organizations as the money is the City’s money; citizen’s money; and it should go for City things not donations.  Member Nash recommended that this request go to the EDA as they support historical things.  Member Brannan agreed.  The request will go to the Mantorville EDA.  The City needs to be more comprehensive when it comes to City money.

8. New Business
a) EDA Applicant Marjorie Rapp – Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Abel to approve Marjorie Rapp to the Mantorville EDA as recommended by the EDA.  Motion passed unanimously.

9. TBD
a) Mayors Report – None

b) City Clerks Report – City Clerk Cami Reber requested permission to pay all year end payables that come in to the City.  The Council won’t see the warrant list for those expenses until the first meeting in January.  The Council approved that all bills be paid through year end.

c) Council Members Report – 

a) Member Abel – None

b) Member Brannan – Siren in NW part of City; has been fixed per Matt Brekke and as far as he knows is operating without difficulty.  If any residents don’t hear it go off during the monthly siren tests they should contact the City.  The snowmobile signs have been given to the snowmobile clubs for installation.  The snow ordinance should be put on the cable channel and published in the newspaper.  Member Brannan asked for an update on the Starch meeting.  Cami replied that she is waiting until the first Council meeting in January when the infrastructure committee will be chosen and then she will set up that meeting with the Starches, CMS and the City Infrastructure Committee. 
c) Member Nash – None

d) Member Reding – Member Reding had called Cami to request keys to the public buildings so he could do his own inventory of City owned items.  After council discussion it was determined that a video be done of all things owned by the City and currently in possession.  Matt Brekke will use his own camcorder for this and the City will pay for the tape.

10. Discussion – None

11. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Abel to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted
Camille C. Reber

City Clerk-Treasurer

