
SPECIAL MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
RETREAT 
MONDAY AUGUST 2, 2010
6:00 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Nash called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM.
Members Present: Luke Nash, Chuck Bradford, Jim Maxson and Linda Schmidt (6:25)
Members Absent: Bill Reding

Others Present:  Bill Angerman, Mike Bubany, Gretta Becay, Adam Hovden and Cami Reber 
The Pledge of Allegiance was performed.

2. Items for Discussion
a) Permitting of Special Events

Council briefly discussed what our expectations are of our special events that we allow in town.  We want to allow business to continue with their business but also respect the property owners.  What is reasonable for everyone?  What are our expectations of noise and nuisance?  There have been some suggestions as to how to help avoid the noise.  Along those lines, do we want to charge an event fee; road closures, notification to residents of the road closures, etc?  We can allow exceptions to the noise ordinance and allow them to go beyond the ordinance.  But they would need to have permission.  If they do not come to the City, and someone has an event, then the noise ordinance would prevail.    
Council asked Cami to find out what the standard is for cut off time for bands in other cities.  Council will review this.    

b) WWTP Status, Update, Plan
Bill Angerman, City Engineer, updated the Council on the compliance letter from the MPCA regarding the biolsolids report.  There are some inconsistent numbers being reported.  We did some more testing on how many solids are in the biosolids but the test results came back unclear. Bill will be contacting the PCA and let them know preliminarily that the city is not meeting their biosolids.  We will land apply again in the fall and run some more tests to confirm the numbers.   The Intention is to draft a letter to the PCA updating the status and go through another round of testing again in the fall.  In Bill’s opinion the test results will be the same in the fall and the City will have some issues to deal with then.  Potentially some negative repercussions.  Gretta Becay asked for clarification on this.  Bill answered that we are not able to account for all of the biosolids being land applied, so where is it going?  
Bill gave an update on the WW plant itself/progress – The WW facilities plan was completed in 2007.  It identified 6 alternatives.  The direction from the council then was to pursue pumping to Kasson.  Kasson is interested but our probing and asking questions showed they had an I/I problem of their own and not enough capacity to take us.  In 2009 a joint resolution was passed by both entities that they are both interested but Kasson still has issues and they are continuing to work on their issues.  The question for the group is how long do we want to wait?  Should we start pursuing another alternative yet keep the Kasson idea still strong?  Start now to pursue grant funding?  What is the Council’s comfort level? Some assumptions may have changed now due to the reporting problems we are now facing.  How aggressive do we want to be?   

We need to get Kasson to give us an answer before the end of the year so we can decide what to do.  We may have to go with the parallel direction but also the decision from the MPCA could change things even more.  
c) Storm Sewer 
WHKS was directed to look at a storm sewer fee implementation project for the City.  We have paid for all of the previous projects out of the general fund.  It has been determined that it can be treated as a separate utility.  It is treated as an enterprise fund used to fund and offset storm water needs.  The task is to get something implemented without doing a large cost study.  Bill Angerman presented a power point presentation discussing storm water.  Most storm water programs are developed based on impervious service.  The information presented is consistent with what other cities are doing.  
The next step is to direct WHKS to work with Jeff Kritzer to create an ordinance and bring something back to the Council for review.  We will check on Jeff’s timeline for getting this created.  Shoot for October date to bring things back to Council.    
Member Bradford stated his concerns for the charges listed for commercial business.  Council agreed to look at another scenario of bumping the residential up a bit, lower the commercial, and look at breaking off the school lot with the school and ball field being separate.  It is the consensus of the Council to move forward with reviewing the map and getting Jeff to put together an ordinance.    
d) Street Master CIP 
Mike Bubany reviewed the master CIP Plan, utility structure, tax rates etc. for the City.  The water and sewer fund are both coming out ahead like they should.  He encourages Council to continue some sort of increase at the first of each year.  We could use cash in the CIP fund for a storm sewer project next year.  Council discussed and agreed that before we pinpoint any large project in 2011, we should be relatively certain in the direction of the WWTP plan.    
Council took a break from 7:50 – 8:05 pm
e) 2011 Budget

Council was given a spreadsheet showing budget numbers, current YTD numbers and two separate scenarios.  One scenario shows the City receiving all of its certified LGA, the other shows the city budgeting without that revenue source.  Council members should review all line items in the proposed LGA column.  We will review these at the second meeting in August.  We will have only 2 meetings before we set our preliminary budget.
f) Civil War Reenactment Event 2011

This is getting to be a very large event.  We should have a representative or group of people from the City to attend these meetings so we have a direct ear to the event.  Find out when they meet and bring back to Council on Monday.  We will set up a person or persons to attend.  
g) Allowing Chickens in City Limits
After discussion, Council feels we don’t have a large need for this at this time.  If we had a large number of people who were requesting this it might become more of a need.  Motion made by Member Maxson, second by Member Schmidt to continue with our current ordinances.  Motions were rescinded.  It became a consensus of the Council that we not make any changes at this time to the current ordinance.  


Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Schmidt to close the open session at 8:47 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Council went into Executive Session at 8:48 pm.

3. Executive Session  
a) Property Negotiations

Council discussed property negotiations on behalf of the city.

Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Schmidt to close the Executive Session at 8:53 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.  Council reopened the Regular Session.

4.   Adjourn
Motion made by Member Schmidt, second by Member Bradford to adjourn at 9:00 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.    

