MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, MAY 14TH, 2001

7:30 P.M.

The regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council was held on Monday, May 14th, 2001.

Members present: Diane Carlson, Mark Lamphere, Julie Larsen, Diane Wilke and Bob More

Also present: Roger Petersen, Mark Stevens, Bill Angerman, Gordon Benson, Joe Waugh, Richard Carlson, Jill Marquardt, Jon Olson, M/M Jeff Kracht, Doug Kracht, Nancy Bauman, Ryan Gray, Dave Dripps, Stacy Terry, Marcia Drazkowski, Arlene Wallin, Jill Minnette, Randy Carlsen, Ron Alberts, Jodie M/M Thor Starch, Brian Lohrbach, John Goodman, Rich Massey and M/M Geoff Draisey 

Mayor Carlson called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m.

AGENDA:  Joe Waugh was added to the agenda to discuss the City’s insurance renewal.

MINUTES- April 23rd Meeting:  Motion by Member More and second by Mayor Carlson to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Wilke to approve payment of the Warrant List in the amount of $43,189.96.  Motion carried unanimously.

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT REPORT – Mark Stevens:  

• Mr. Stevens reported that the work has been completed in Riverside Park to make the restrooms ADA compliant.

• the final blacktop quotes came in $1.60/ton cheaper than last year.  Rochester Sand & Gravel will do the necessary street work for $32.90/ton, which will be within budget.

•  Mr. Stevens reported that because of the number, size and weight of garbage trucks traveling in our City, the streets are deteriorating faster than in the past.  He wondered if the number of haulers could be limited to avoid the costly maintenance.  The City Clerk will send a letter asking the haulers to use lighter equipment, if available.

COMMUNITY TASK FORCE COMMITTEE: Mayor Carlson introduced the members of the task force in attendance. Jill Minette acted as spokesperson explaining that they will work to support the Council in their efforts to enforce the “debris” ordinance.  They are willing to help residents that might need assistance in cleaning up their yards or maintaining their homes.  Dave Dripps spoke on behalf of the Dodge County Trails committee stating that they have $1,000, which could be spent, on landscaping within the City.  He presented three locations that might work out.  They will work together with the Garden Club in planting flowers, etc.  Mr. Dripps also suggested planting trees and shrubs along the west side of the brush dump to shield it from the highway.  He pointed out that the Council should be looking at alternate sites to relocate the sewer plant and/or brush dump to.  The group was asked to coordinate any projects with the Maintenance department.

FIRE DEPARTMENT BY-LAW CHANGES:  tabled for more information

PUBLIC HEARING – Rolling Hills Manor Final Plat:  Ron Alberts was present on behalf of Rolling Hills Developers.  Ryan Gray, 121 7th Street West, was present to speak against approving the Final Plat.  During construction, Mrs. Gray would be required to fence their yard because of her daycare business.  Mr. Gray suggested that the developer and the City might split the cost of the fence along the alley.  Their being no further comments, pro or con, there was a motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member More to close the hearing at 8:14 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.  Member Wilke stated that she still feels that the project doesn’t fit in the Historical District.  Mayor Carlson expressed that safety at that intersection is still her primary concern.  City Engineer Bill Angerman recommended that approving the plat is conditional on the developers meeting the criteria mentioned in his report and that all water and sewer specs be approved by him.  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member More to approve the Final Plat with these conditions: 1) the City requires on-site construction observation when the new sanitary sewer is installed; and 2) the sanitary sewer extension permit from the MPCA be received prior to work on the sewer commencing.  Motion carried with Mayor Carlson and Members Lamphere, More and Larsen voting aye and Member Wilke voting nay.

COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORTS:


• Member Wilke had multiple items to bring up for discussion:

1) She inquired as to the status of an ordinance regulating go-carts, 4-wheelers and/or
 golfcarts.  Member Lamphere said that go-carts are NOT legal on the City streets; that golfcarts are legal with a slow moving vehicle sign on the back of them but not for recreational purposes and that 4-wheelers are legal until the City adopts an ordinance banning them;

2) Permission was granted to plant flowers in the parks;

3) Reserving the park shelters – comments were that it had been tried before without success;

4) The Chamber of Commerce would like the Council to reverse its decision to close 5th Street during Marigold Days from Hwy 57 to Clay Street.  No change was made.;

5) Permission was granted to paint the park benches in the downtown area;

6) She received complaints about trees being planted on City right-of-way at 405 4th Street West – the City Engineer was asked to investigate;

7) Requests that the City mow around Otto’s Pond. Dave Dripps said that if its mowed, the Trails Committee would put two picnic tables in that area.  It was decided that the area is too swampy to maintain;  

8) She inquired about the follow-up about Mantorville children participating in Kasson’s Park and Rec activities.

PUBLIC HEARING – Goodman Hilltop Subdivision Preliminary Plat:  John Goodman and Rich Massey were present to answer questions about the project.  There was no one in attendance to speak against granting approval.  Member More suggested that a 1” line be installed rather than a ¾” line.  City Engineer Bill Angerman recommended that the sewer service not be tied into the manhole, that it be brought in with a “Y” connection.  Rich Massey asked if it was possible for the City to split the cost of the watermain.  No action taken.  There being no further comments, pro or con, there was a motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Lamphere to close the public hearing at 8:44 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Wilke to approve the Preliminary Plat with the comments set forth by the City Engineer being met.  Those being: 1) The proposed sanitary sewer services to serve Lots 1 and 4 of Block 1 should connect to the existing sanitary sewer east of the existing manhole; 2) The water service to serve Lot 4 is very long, the developer should verify that a ¾” service will provide adequate pressure and flow; 3) The water service to serve Lot 4 will be the 3rd long water service that is located in the 5th Street right-of-way.  The City should consider if this is a practice they wish to continue; and 4) The developer should restore the street to City standards where services will be installed.  Motion carried unanimously.

MINIMUM LOT AREAS – Jeff Kracht & Gordon Benson:  In 1979 Mr. Benson platted Hillside Estates Subdivision located along either side of Scott Road. Mr. Kracht is the owner of the undeveloped Lot 2, Blk 2 and wishes to sell the property.  The Zoning Ordinance Section 6.09 (1)  states that “where both public sewer and public water supply are not accessible, the minimum lot area shall be one (1) acre”.  The mentioned lot is several hundred square feet shy of the minimum.  Mr. Kracht and Mr. Benson would also like to vacate the easement running north and south through the lots.  Council recommended that Mr. Kracht apply for a Variance for the lot size and at the same time  ask to have the easement vacated.  The public hearing could be June 11th if the required paper work is filed.

OLD TYME DAYS – K/M Jaycees:  On behalf of the Jaycees, Jill Marquardt asked to use Riverside Park for the event on June 24th from 7a.m. to 5p.m.  As in the past, they would also like the bleachers hauled to the parking lot and use of the water hydrant.  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Mayor Carlson to grant the request.  Motion carried unanimously.

9:15: 10 minute break – Member More left at this time

Mr. Benson returned for clarification from the City Attorney.  He asked how long a Variance lasts.  If he is granted one now but doesn’t build on the property, will the Variance remain in effect.  Roger Petersen answered that the Variance should be permanent if the use remains the same.

JOE WAUGH – Safeway Insurance Co:  Mr. Waugh reminded the Council that the City’s property insurance renews on June 1st.  He explained the “no-fault sewer back-up” coverage that is available to the City for an additional cost.  Mr. Petersen reported that, historically speaking the City has opted not to carry additional liability insurance.  Mr. Waugh will research the price and report back to the Council.  Member Wilke inquired about liability regarding sidewalk claims.  Mr. Waugh stated that LMCIT will not cancel cities for excessive claims but it would affect the annual dividends.

CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT – Bill Angerman:  Mr. Angerman presented the Water Storage Improvements report, which described the City’s current water usage and storage capacities. The Ten States Recommended Standards for Water Works states that the minimum required storage volume shall be equal to the average daily usage plus an allowance for fire flow. Our existing water tower has a capacity of approximately 50,000 gallons while the average daily usage during the year 2000 was 117,900 gallons, over twice as much.  Estimated cost to replace the water tower with a 200,000 gallon elevated tower is $543,000 including all construction costs, demolishing the old tank, new controls, connections and associated fees. Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member Larsen to accept the report as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. The next step is to submit the intended use plan and an application for the project priority list by May 24th.  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member Larsen to direct Mr. Angerman and the City Clerk to submit the application and authorize the Mayor to sign on behalf of the City Council.  Motion carried unanimously.

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:

• Member Lamphere inquired about allowing goose hunting within the City limits.  Mr. Petersen stated that the City’s Firearm’s Ordinance  does not allow for Variances or Conditional Use Permits and that the Council would need to amend the ordinance before the request could be approved.  Council will review the existing ordinance at a future meeting.  He also reported that the extra patrol on duty during the Johnny Holms concert wrote multiple tickets for underage drinking, littering and driving after suspension.

• Member Larsen reported that she plans to meet with Sheriff Weber to discuss burn barrels, speeding, stop sign violations, go-carts, and more.  She also will request doing a ride-along with one of the deputies.  Sheriff Weber will be invited to attend a Council meeting in June to address some of the concerns mentioned by Member Larsen and other residents.

Member Larsen distributed photos of 20 properties within the City, which could be considered to be in violation of the “debris” ordinance.  Among the items shown were: unlicensed vehicles, junk vehicles, piles of lumber, tires, bags of garbage, trailers, construction debris. The City Attorney was directed to send letters to all the owners of property shown in the photos. 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Roger Petersen:  Mr. Petersen presented the final draft of Resolution No. 05-2001 for Council review.  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Member Wilke to adopt Resolution No. 05-2001(regulating “adult uses”) as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member Larsen to grant final adoption of Ordinance No. 146 as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:


• The Peoples Natural Gas franchise will be presented at the June 11th meeting;


• City Auditor John Nelson will present the annual financial statement at the June 11th meeting.

MAYOR’S REPORT:  

• Mayor Carlson distributed a sample resolution “Authorizing Representatives to the K-M Community Summit and Recognizing the Community Summit as an Advisory Board”.  Mayor Carlson and Member Larsen are representing the City as members of the Summit.  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member Larsen to adopt Resolution No. 06-2001 with corrections referencing the City of Mantorville.  Motion carried unanimously.

• She distributed copies of additional information pertaining to sidewalks and asked the Council to review it for discussion at the June 11th meeting.

• Reviewed a complaint/concern letter from a resident regarding speeding and pedestrian safety.

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member Wilke to adjourn at 10:45 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

