MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

MONDAY, APRIL 23, 2007

6:30 PM

1.  Call to Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:45 pm.


Members Present:
Tom Gall





Nancy Bauman





Annie Brannan





Bill Reding





Sarah Leitzen

Others Present:  Rog Nolte, Jim Welch, Robert Lerman, Lyle and Teresa Hoaglund, Rich Balcome, James Jencks, Marjorie Rapp, Paul Larsen, Jodi Starch, Randy Carlson, Dale Brannan, Connie Allen, City Attorney Lee Bjorndal, Tim Hruska of WHKS and Matt Brekke – Public Works Supervisor.
2.  Additions/Deletions to the agenda:  Add Comprehensive Plan, Review of Council Committee Assignments, Organizations, Hubbell House Water Line and Clement’s Variance.

3.  Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Leitzen, second by Member Brannan to approve the consent agenda with the following changes to the Council Meeting Minutes of April 11, 2007;  


Section 7, item e; strike first two sentences and replace with; Member Leitzen brought up the idea of creating a Bureau of Information – a tool the City could use to promote the City.  Take out sentence number 6 and replace as follows; Motion made by Member Leitzen to create a Bureau of Information where the city would establish and maintain a bureau of information and publicity.  The purpose of the bureau is to furnish tourist information, provide outdoor advertising and prepare, publish and circulate information about the recreational facilities, businesses, and industrial conditions of the community.  Second by Member Bauman to start this Bureau.  

Section 8, e, 1.  Remove that Member Leitzen is unable to attend due to work.  Replace with Member Leitzen is giving up her seat on the Comprehensive Plan so that Member Bauman can attend as part of the Planning and Zoning Committee.

Motion passed 4-0 to accept the consent agenda with changes to the Council meeting minutes. (Member Bauman was out attempting to call Karen K.)
4.  Correspondence –

a)  SMLM meeting – Mayor Gall and Member Brannan volunteered to attend this 

meeting.


b)  DC Planning Commission public hearing notice - No comment


c)  DC Board of Commissioners Meeting notice - No comment


d)  City Attorney Correspondence - Member Reding requested further discussion 
on this 

item.  Mayor Gall indicated that there would be further discussion later in the meeting.

5.  Public Concerns – Connie Allen expressed concerns of the ½ cent sales tax.  

6.  Old Business – 


a)  Mantorville Restoration House W/S Bill Forgiveness – Lyle Hoaglund requested 
that some or the entire January w/s bill for the Mantorville Restoration house be forgiven.  He indicated a number of errors occurred.  The total bill was $1,564 for water and $1,713 for sewer usage.  City Attorney Lee Bjorndal indicated care should be taken as any forgiveness could set precedence.  Member Brannan asked Matt Brekke, in his opinion, what portion of the water leakage actually went down the sewer.  He indicated an estimate of 75%.  Member Brannan made a motion, second by Mayor Gall to forgive 75% of the sewer charge.  The water charge would need to be paid in full.  Motion passed unanimously.  The council advised further that the MRA work with Cami if installments were needed to get the balance of the account paid. 

b)  Council By-Laws, amendment to - Discussion revolved around adding a section XV, Code of Ethics and Conduct and section XVI, City Council Recognition. Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Leitzen to adopt the amendment to the Council By-Laws with the exception to XV by not including c. and d. and adopting section XVI in its entirety with the understanding the city council will have a work session to address all by-laws.  Motion passed unanimously.  

c)  5th Street Improvements – Mayor Gall reported that his talks with land owners 
on the north side of 5th Street, Dick Louks and Lowell Klinepier were not successful.  Mr. Louks was not in favor of any additional easement for a walking trail.  Mr. Klinepier was more neutral but still not ready to commit to anything.  Public comments on the plan promoted use of the South side of the road to create the path.  Lauren Castner spoke about how the trail will align with the township.  He 
advocated looking at building it on the south side.  Tim Hruska of WHKS indicated there were easement issues in doing anything on the south side.  WHKS also has concerns about drainage and retaining walls.  There are questions regarding what the City wanted, an adjoined or separate trail.  Member Reding expressed concern about doing anything with 5th Street when we have other streets where fire trucks could not get through.  Matt Brekke confirmed that, in his opinion, 5th street is the most dangerous.  However, it is in excellent condition.  Public comments were stated that this has been an issue for the past 12 years.  Mayor Gall indicated the City did have an assessment policy and this needs to be looked at as well.  
Questions were asked if lowering the speed limit could reduce vehicle speed. Motion made by Mayor Gall, second by Member Bauman to have WHKS proceed with a PSA for 5th Street Improvements including widening of the road, the most feasible connected path located on the south side of the road and extending it to Bergmann drive in the year 2007.  Member Brannan requested a PSA for both the south and north sides as there would be no extra cost.  That request was denied by Mayor Gall.  Motion passed 3-2 with Members Gall, Bauman and 
Leitzen voting for and Members Brannan and Reding voting against.

d)  City Sales Tax - 

Several business owners were present who had input regarding implementing a City Sales Tax.  Connie Allen said it would adversely affect her business and feel’s the sales tax would impact local residents more versus visitors.  Lynette Nash 
stated the same concerns as Connie Allen.  Teresa Hoaglund stated she was neutral on the idea but would not want it if other’s did not.  Bob Lermon asked how something like this gets passed.  Does it pass through voters or the Council?  Mayor Gall stated that it can be done either way.  Mr. Lermon also asked how often the revenue comes into the City.  Mayor Gall stated it is once every six months.  A question as to whether the City had a designated purpose for the funds generated from the sales tax.  At this time the City does not have a designated purpose as originally it was going to be set up to help fund the Welcome Center.  No information was available at this time as to how the sales tax has affected other small towns who have it.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Mayor Gall to table the ½ cent sales tax until the City had a specific purpose.  
Motion passed unanimously.
7.  New Business – 

a)  Marigold Days Committee, permission to use the park


Lyle Hoaglund requested use of the park for the 2007 Marigold Days Festival.  Road closings and other items are similar to last year’s events.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to grant use of the park, the blocking off of streets as necessary, use of golf carts, the fireworks and the garbage as done last year.  The City will be provided with a list of the streets needing to be blocked off and all paperwork is to be in order for the fireworks as done in the past.  Motion passed unanimously.


b)  Recommendation of Planning and Zoning new member – Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to accept the P/Z recommendation of Jeff Mehnke as a new member of P/Z.   Motion passed unanimously.   Jeff will be sworn in at the next Council meeting.

8:55 PM to 9:05 pm - Break


c)  Resolution 2007-06 A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A POLICY FOR MINIMUM UNDESIGNATED RESERVE FOR THE GENERAL FUND OF THE CITY OF MANTORVILLE.  Motion made by Mayor Gall, second by Member Bauman to table Resolution 
2007-06.  Motion passed unanimously.  


d)  Amended Water/Sewer Ordinance – draft and discussion only – Member 
Bauman handed out several documents and discussed them.  No action was taken.
8.  TBD


a)  Consultants Report -  Tim Hruska, WHKS, updated the Council on correspondence to SJ Louis requesting a timeframe to come back and finish the work on the NW W/S Project.  No response has been received at this time.

b) Public Works Report – Matt indicated that someone from LMCIT will meet with himself and Cami on May 8.  He has been working with Gary Sullivan regarding drainage/storm sewer information in the area by the Relay Station.  With the clearing of the Relay Station, now would be the best time to fix the drainage issues in that area.  He is still gathering information on how much it would cost to fix the dam.  Member Leitzen made a motion, second by Member Bauman to have public works purchase and have installed a public bulletin board next to the City Hall office door.  This will be an external structure.  Motion passed unanimously.
c) City Clerk – None

d) Committee Reports – 
· The Infrastructure Committee, Member Reding, Member Brannan and Matt Brekke, met in regards to the Hubbell House Water Line.  Matt informed them that the previous plan was not going to work and they would have to go across highway 57.  The cost ends up being about $4,000 more than anticipated.  Two bids were received; Swenke Company $22,554 and S & L $23,250.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to accept the low bid from Swenke Company and take money from the CIP funds to get this done.   Motion passed unanimously.  The City finds special circumstances exist where there is not a financial benefit to the adjacent property owners therefore no assessment of the cost will be done. 
· Member Reding had questions regarding the 10% budget cut to the Park Department.  Member Bauman indicated that forms and meeting times with staff and departments is being worked on and should be coming to the Council at the next meeting.  Member Brannan indicated that she would like EVERYTHING to come before the council.  There should be no behind the scenes work being done without the council being involved.
e) Council Member Reports –

Member Brannan – 

· Asked if documentation had been sent to the property owner in regards to the drainage issue on the Zelinske property.  She asked to have Cami check on this. 

· Asked the status of the Old Schoolhouse building permit.  Mayor Gall indicated that the property had been red tagged and no further progress will be done until all documents have been filed with the City and all public hearings have been completed.  Mayor Gall indicated that he, Nancy, and Mark Wilcox had met with the Schmdit’s and indicated what is still missing as far as paperwork.  

· Asked what is happening with the dam.  Matt responded that he is still working with the DNR on this.

Member Leitzen – 

· Has a draft document of the City Hall/Fire Hall needs which will be presented to the Council at the next meeting.  

· She has expressed interest in having a city logo and motto.  She will provide this to Cami who will send out electronically.
· Member Leitzen made a motion, second by Member Bauman that Matt Brekke put together a road safety report in the next 3 months.  Member Brannan expressed concerns about the timing as this is the busiest season for Matt.  She suggested that the Infrastructure Committee help out.  This suggestion was not accepted.  Matt will bring information to the first meeting in June and a timeline will be re-evaluated.  Motion passed 4-1 with Mayor Gall, Member Bauman, Member Leitzen and Member Reding voting for and Member Brannan voting against.

· Member Leitzen update the Council that the marketing plan continues to be reviewed by the EDA.

9. Walk-on items

a) Comprehensive Plan – Motion made by Member Leitzen to have the Comprehensive Plan meetings advertised as Council Meetings, with no pay, so all council members can participate.  City Attorney Lee Bjorndal has concerns regarding the City Code and whether this could be done.  Member Brannan amended that motion by adding that the matter is to be tabled until Attorney Bjorndal has time to review it.  Motion was seconded by Member Reding.  Motion passed unanimously.

b) Volunteer Organizations – Motion made by Member Leitzen, second by Member Brannan that the City pays to be members of the MRA and Chamber.  Motion passed unanimously.

c) Clements Variance – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bauman to approve the variance, as recommended by the planning and zoning committee, for the Clements to build an oversized garage.  Motion passed unanimously.

d) Connection Fee Opinion from City Attorney – Attorney Bjorndal and Member Reding discussed the connection fee ordinance and policy put in place by the City.  Attorney Bjorndal stated that any charge for the connection fee has to have a benefit.  Until a home is going to be built, there is no benefit to the property.  An empty lot with no building would have no benefit to the connection fee if they are not connected.  Bob Lermon asked how people were able to sign up multiple times on the “lists” when the NW project was being discussed.  The question was called by Member Bauman, second by Member Leitzen.  Motion passed with Mayor Gall, Member Brannan, Member Leitzen and Member Bauman voting in favor of the Attorney’s response and Member Reding voting against.

e) Council Committee Changes – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bauman to make the following changes to the Council Committee Assignments:



Tom – Personnel, Finance, KM School, Mantorville Township



Bill – Infrastructure, Fire, Park, KM Summit Group, FD Relief Assoc. Board of 


Trustee’s.


Nancy – Acting Mayor, Finance, P/Z, EDA



Annie – Comprehensive Plan, Personnel, Infrastructure, KM School



Sarah – Fire, Comprehensive Plan, KM Summit Group, EDA, Chamber, 


MRA.

10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bauman to adjourn the meeting at 10:40 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

