SPECIAL

MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING RETREAT MINUTES
MONDAY, MAY 3, 2010

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order- Mayor Nash called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm.
Members Present: Luke Nash, Bill Reding, Linda Schmidt, and Chuck Bradford.

Members Absent: Annie Brannan

Also Present:  Gretta Becay, Bill Angerman, Mike Bubany, Adam Hovden and Cami Reber.

Mayor Nash noted to the Council that we have received a letter of resignation from Member Brannan and that it will be addressed at the May 10 meeting.

The Pledge of Allegiance was completed.

2.  Additions/Deletions to the Agenda - None
3. Items for discussion;

a) MPCA Notice

Bill Angerman discussed the response letter to the MPCA.  The City previously received a letter regarding alleged violations to the WWTP.  The alleged violations concern mostly recordkeeping and reporting issues.  The response letter has been sent to the MPCA and the City is waiting to hear from them.    

Some discussion took place about possible grant funding options for the WWTP project that Mayor Nash has heard about.  He received some information from the SEMDC (Southeast Minnesota Development Corporation).  Doing an income survey might give us a better median income in order to qualify for grants.  


A large portion of our city, which is connected to city sewer, could have a significantly lower median income than the entire city put together.  SEMDC should be able to help us through the paperwork process to get the survey going and Mike Bubany recommended working with them.  They should be able to give us a proposal to help us identify the survey area and the grants process.  Mike Bubany will talk with them.  Mayor Nash asked that this be put on the next Council agenda.  
b) Storm Sewer Funding

Bill Angerman discussed the storm water utility and said that the most common way to set up a storm water utility is to copy your neighbors.  A real common fee is $3-4 a month.  The sticky point comes in what you do with the industrial/commercial properties.  The one that is generating the most impervious water runoff should pay more.  

One way to set this up is to create a residential fee and a two to three tiered commercial/industrial fee.  The next step would be to authorize WHKS to propose something.  It is the consensus of the Council to direct WHKS to bring back a proposal.  They will come back in July with a report, options, and scenarios.  The City would then need to set a public hearing.  

c) Storm Sewer Study and Future Projects 


The Council will review this in July when they have the utility information from WHKS.

d) Additional Revenue Sources

· Garbage Haulers

Mayor Nash asked for a consensus from Council Members on the City licensing/franchising one garbage hauler for the City.  Member Bradford – no, Member Reding – maybe down to two haulers, but not one, Member Schmidt – would like to see more information and what type of savings are we talking about.  The cities of Zumbrota, Hayfield and Dodge Center have done this recently.  Council would like to know what the cost savings to the resident are, what are the cities currently paying in their contracts and compare those costs to current charges by the haulers.  Check with Mark Gamm as he probably has this information.  This information should be brought back to the Council at the second meeting in May.  
· Franchise Fee’s on Gas and Electric


Council Members had a lot of discussion on this.  Many cities are going this route of adding more fees to their citizens.  One point brought up is do we just tax the people or start to add a fee on things?  Council Members cannot unanimously agree to this so they will pass on imposing gas or electric franchise fees at this time.  

e) 2011 Budget Planning – We don’t have the projections for next year at this time.  
4. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Reding second by Member Schmidt to adjourn at 9:03 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.   
