MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING

MONDAY, MAY 1, 2006

5:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Carlson called the Special Meeting to order at 5:35 PM.


Members Present; Diane Carlson



         Luke Nash




         Annie Brannan

                                    Ross Abel




         Bill Reding

Others Present: Robert and Velma Pettey, Nancy Bauman, Bernitta Andrist Reding, Carol Kearney, Lois Nash, Rich Balcome, Michon Smith, Marvin Myers, Jr., Tom Gall, James Jencks, Randy Carlson, Jodie Bartz, Kyle Bartz, Lowell Overson, Ronald Alberts, Robert Lermon, Gary Wallin, Tom DeZiel, Tim Hruska of WHKS, Assistant City Clerk Karen Khavari, and City Clerk Cami Reber.
2. Additions/Deletions to the Agenda – None
3. New Business

a) Citizens Petition for an EAW for residential development; City response – Several citizens were present regarding a petition that the Citizens Group of Mantorville put together in response to a potential development in the NW section of the City.  The group has several concerns regarding the development which is not in the planning stages by the City.  Ron Alberts approached the City for their input regarding such a development and wanted their input before he proceeded to talk to the township.  The City said that they would be willing to look at the idea when the proper information was given to them but at this point there was clearly not enough brought forward.

The Citizens Group petitioned the EQB, MN Environmental Quality Board, to start the process for an EAW report.  However, because no formal application for approval of a plat has been submitted, the need for an EAW cannot be done at this time.  The need for an EAW report is addressed at the time that a formal subdivision plan is submitted.

Mr. Tom Gall, spokesman for the Citizens group of Mantorville, addressed the issues the group has and introduced who and what the group is all about.  What the group would like to see is;

· Bike/walking paths

· New Business in town

· Historic preservation

· Desire to be more than a bedroom community

Some of the concerns the group has is;

· City water and sewer bills – increase in fee’s

· City Sewer system

· City drainage system

· Addition of 120+ homes to the community

Mr. Gall gave a powerpoint presentation showing estimated city growth by 2010 and past problems with the City Storm sewer and flooding in residents basements.  The group claims that with the addition of the proposed subdivision, it will cause more problems to existing ones.  The group wants the City Council to “slow down” and not take any action on future development until the issues at hand have been resolved.  
Mayor Diane Carlson responded by asking where has the community been for the past 8 years.  The only time they get involved is when there is a problem that seems to affect them.  The current EDA is involved in many of the issues at hand as is the Council.  The Mayor once again clarified that the WWTP has never failed.  During a high rain fall it did run over capacity.  That does not mean that it failed.  The City is well aware that we are reaching the need for a feasibility study on the WWTP and it is scheduled to take place in 2007.  There is a possibility that the study could be moved up to be completed in 2006.  Many of these items do not get completed “over night” and they take time.  The need to extend the city utilities to the NW section of town had to be done.  It should have been done in the past but it wasn’t therefore the current Council had to be the ones to make the decision.  With the new County and State septic system requirements, these issues with City utilities will come up more in the future.  The City must look at the areas they need to extend to next.  Otherwise you are going to have the same situation from the NW project happen in other parts of town.  The City cannot control what the County and State does, they can only prepare for the outcomes of the new requirements.  The City has several septic sites that are reaching their age.  When these systems fail and the landowners have nowhere to go with a new system or upgrade they will have no choice but to petition the City to extend their services to that area.  The City must be prepared for this and plan for this over time.  The Mayor commended the Citizens group for forming and getting involved.  But she would like to see this group and the Council work together to agree on items.  If they have any issues they need cleared up, please bring them to City Hall or to a Council meeting.  Lets all work together for the City of Mantorville.
Council Member Reding – Member Reding stated that he is not formally a member of the Mantorville Citizens Group.  The reason they meet on Council nights is so they are able to speak freely without any Council interaction.  He did sign the petition because he is concerned about the current Council moving forward too fast in projects.  He would like to see everything stopped and no further action on anything except those issues from the past.  Resolve those first, then work on the future.  He said that before he was chosen to take the empty seat on the Council, he attended almost each and every Council meeting in the past two years.  Especially those that involved the NW W/S project.  He said that he never felt welcomed at these meetings as do other citizens of the City and the Council never listens to the citizens.  He was told to “shut up and sit down” by the Mayor; he was mislead with information; he stated that work was being done in the NW project area in the easement area’s before the residents officially signed off on them; he claims that the City never addressed the Chestnut Street Problems; he stated that the City Engineer was wrong and came 10-15% under budget in the NW Water and Sewer Project.  Each time he attended a Council meeting, the cost kept rising.  He stated that we did not locate utilities properly and we cut down trees in wetlands and installed sewer lines.  Water bills have increased due to the project.  Only residents of the NW W/S project were notified of the project and all meetings.  He feels the entire City should have been notified as they will all pay for it in the end.  He went door to door in the entire town to notify each and every resident since the City did not.  One resident tore out his transmission due to driving through 6-8 inches of mud because dirt was put into his yard that shouldn’t have been.  He stated the Council, City Clerk, City Attorney and City Engineer have done nothing but lie and cohersing the citizens into signing things such as the easements and petitions for the NW Water Sewer project.  He is recommending that the members of the Citizens group run at election time and replace the current Council in order to stop all of the projects going on in town.  He feels that problems of the past have not been dealt with and they need to be taken care of first before the City moves forward.  Member Reding also stated that the City minutes are not conforming to what is actually said and done.  Member Reding did sign the petition and stated he did so because if new development goes through town as fast as the NW W/S project did, the citizens would see an increase in their taxes to have to pay for a new WWTP which he feels will cost $5-$8 million dollars and there is no state funding available at this time.
Council Member Nash – Member Nash stated that he doesn’t know what to make of this all.  There is definite work that needs to be done in the City and there is no easy fix on things that should have been done in the past. It all takes time and there is a process that needs to be followed in order to get there.  There are good people on the various commissions who put in a lot of time and effort.  But it seems it is always those same people who volunteer their time.  He is encouraging citizens to get involved with the many organizations and work together with the Council to get these problems solved.  Council and Staff is not aware of a lot of the problems in the past so those concerns need to be brought forward so they can be addressed.  Member Nash does not believe the items listed on the petition are accurate; not necessarily wrong, just not accurate.  Citizens don’t seem to get involved unless there is an issue.  Petitions are not the way to solve problems.  
Council Member Brannan – Member Brannan stated that there are volunteer groups looking for members.  She would like to see more citizen involvement on these groups.  The City brings in specialists for issues that they need more expertise on.  That is what the City Engineer and City Attorney are for.  The City is in the process of working on a feasibility study for 5th Street East due to the safety concerns.  She feels that has been a very positive thing.  The City is playing catch up now on things that should have been addressed and taken care of in the past. Member Brannan also commented that her report on the infrastructure committee given at the last Council meeting where she stated that they need to take a look at where they want to go next with City utilities only meant that in order to avoid another project such as the NW water and sewer, they need to look to the future.  The City needs to be prepared for extending utilities to all areas within City Limits.     
She encouraged citizens to contact her with any questions or problems and is encouraging the citizens to work together.  If someone has a culvert that is full of growth or junk that is causing it to overflow, they are to contact the City.  That is the only way to get those items fixed is by notifying the City.
Council Member Abel – Member Abel stated that all had been pretty much said up to this point.  He encourages citizens to be more involved and if there are any problems or questions to contact City Hall or any one of the Council Members.  He feels the NW project had to happen and the cost would of only increased in future years.  He is encouraging citizens to come to the City meetings and speak but to respect the time given to you and don’t interrupt discussions.  
Resident Jamie Jencks – He is encouraging residents to work together.  The reason he signed the petition is because his background altered him to sign.  He feels the proposed subdivision is not in the County’s Urban Expansion area and the plan does not conform to the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  He feels that meetings have been held between the City Attorney, City Engineer and township to begin negotiations on a “so called plan” that does not exist.  Why begin annexation talks on a plan that does not exist.  That has raised some flags. 
Mrs. Bauman – She gets the feeling that the Mayor feels the forming of the Citizens group was wrong.  The Mayor stated “No”, not at all.  Mrs. Bauman has been involved in a Citizens Group that formed in the past.  She feels that the group needs to be without any Council Members involved.  The group would not feel they can openly speak with Council members there.  She signed the petition in order to be involved to make sure the “plan” does not get out of hand.

Mr. Lermon – Commended the Council for their work.  He has attended many meetings where he feels the citizens have not been able to speak however he feels that it has gotten better and people are able to make comments.  He stated that citizens did not get a chance to speak during the NW W/S project meetings and hearings.  People were cut short.

Mr. Wallin – Spoke about an incident in the past where he was cut off by the City Attorney when speaking and told that if he did not quit speaking charges may be brought against him.  This was an incident from past years in which that particular attorney does not work for the City anymore.  Mr. Walling thanked the Mayor for getting rid of that attorney.
Mr. DeZiel – Commented that he signed the petition but does not necessarily understand why.  

Mr. Balcome – He has the same concerns as the other citizens.  Why work on running water and sewer lines to other areas of town when we are still dealing with the NW W/S project.  He made comments regarding his driveway and all the problems he has had.  He has had a transmission tore out and had to replace a clutch due to all the problems with the mud.  He recommended people come up and see his driveway, but to make sure a tow truck is nearby as they will need it.

Mrs. Gall – Commented that several times in the past the storm sewer issue on Walnut Street has been brought forward but nothing has ever been done.  The Mayor asked that staff locate those minutes and any engineers report that might have been done.

The Mayor wrapped up the meeting by stating what a good thing the Citizens Committee is and how she hopes in the future their concerns are brought to the Council for discussion and any further information.  She encouraged the group as well as other members of the community to join other commissions.

Mrs. Reding – Stated that they never know when there are openings on the various commissions and that they never see the announcements.  

Mr. Lermon – Stated that he appreciates the hard work the Council does and that it is not and easy job to make the types of decisions they do.

The Mayor stated that the City is working on better communication to all the residents.  A lot of information is on the cable channel.  The City is waiting for KM Tel to get their lines in so that will be another cable channel access for information.  The City sends out a newsletter every other month and tries to include as much information as possible.  The City is working on a new website that should be up and running by mid May.  The new website, which the City will totally run, will now include all committee minutes, not just the City Council.  Mr. Gall suggested the City obtain a 1 watt FM Station to air City Council meetings on.
Meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM

Respectfully Submitted:

Camille C. Reber

City Clerk-Treasurer

