MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY NOVEMBER 26, 2007

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Members Present;

Tom Gall





Nancy Bauman





Annie Brannan





Bill Reding





Sarah Leitzen

Others Present; Ronald Schrafel, Jim and Linda Welch, Karen Khavari, Richard Wyant, Sheila Zavaleta, Dave Dripps, Dale Brannan, Gary Sullivan, Rich Balcome, Kyle Skov, Randy Carlsen, James Jencks, Gary Wallin, Dick Leonard, Marjorie Rapp, Karl Huppler, Linda Kreeter, Matt Brekke and Cami Reber.

2. Additions/Deletions to the Agenda – Add Dave Dripps, Ron Schrafel, Dodge County Planning and Zoning Notice of Public Hearing and Dodge County Board of Commissioners Meeting.  The Mayor asked that Dave Dripps give his presentation during the EDA discussion and Ron Schrafel approach the Council during the public concerns portion of the meeting.
3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the consent agenda and the correspondence as follows; City Council Meeting Minutes of November 5, 2007, Warrant List of 11/5/07, 11/7/07, 11/26/07, EDA Minutes of October 24, 2007, P/Z Commission Minutes of October 15, 2007, LMC Article, City Attorney correspondence, DC Sheriff hours, and Relief Association bill.  Motion passed unanimously.

4. Correspondence – approved above

5. Public Concerns – Mantorville resident, Ron Schrafel, presented a petition to the Council of 154 names of Mantorville Residents.  The petition read as follows;



We the undersigned hereby agree that the City of Mantorville should sign a quit claim 

deed for the KM Intermediate School property to the KM School District and that no 

further effort be made by the City of Mantorville to claim the KM Intermediate School 

property.


Mr. Schrafel further stated that the majority of the people he talked to are in favor of the City 
signing the quit claim deed for the KM Intermediate School to the KM School District.  Only 
two residents that Ron had spoken to didn’t sign and they stated that they were not informed 
enough.  Mayor Gall explained that the City is not commenting on this issue at this time at the 
request of our attorney.  He anticipates that sometime in the future a line item on the agenda 
where discussion will take place.  

Member Brannan asked to be recognized.  I would like to motion that the City of Mantorville 
give the KM School District a quit claim deed for the Intermediate School property that is in 
question.  In exchange that the KM School District and any future owners of the property 
where the normal school sits assures the City that it would stay there and any and all changes 
be a consensus process between the City and the MRA,  whoever owns the land where the 
Normal Schools sits, and the DC Historical Society.  The legal description of the quit claim 
deed to be verified and approved by the City Attorney.  Member Reding seconded that motion.  
Mayor Gall ruled the motion out of order because Member Brannan’s husband works for the 
school district and as such she is under an inability to make that motion.  Member Brannan 
stated that she disagrees and the only way she would not be able to make that motion is if she 
had some kind of benefit.  His job is not one way or the other.  Respectfully Mayor Gall 
disagrees and stated MN ethic laws would not allow her to make this motion.  Member Bauman 
agreed with the Mayor.  Member Brannan had contacted the City Attorney, he had no problem, 
he actually helped her word the motion.  He had no problem with her making the motion.  
Mayor Gall said that with all do respect, you are the only person who has had contact with the 
attorney.  I do not doubt your word but until I have it from Lee that you are not under a conflict 
of interest, I cannot recognize the motion.  Member Reding asked if she cant make the motion 
someone else can?  Yes, he could do so.  Member Reding made the motion as stated previously 
with Member Brannan making a second.  Mayor Gall said she cannot do so as reasons 
previously stated.  Member Brannan stated that she disagrees and so does the City Attorney.  
She didn’t realize the Mayor had a law degree.  Member Bauman said that she had spoken with 
Mike Hatch on a very similar situation to yours a while back and he said just because there is 
no specific case law with regard to that particular situation does not mean that a conflict of 
interest is not there.  That there still is a conflict of interest.    Because Lee is not here tonight, 
we can’t get his opinion on the matter at the next Council meeting.  Mayor Gall asked for a 
second.  None was given.  The motion falls on the table for lack of a second.  Mayor Gall stated 
that we are under the direction of the Attorney to not discuss this matter in the public eye.  
Member Reding stated that the Council needs to look at this petition very seriously.  154 
signatures were gathered, done on a holiday weekend.  That’s a strong majority of the voters 
who elected us to sit up here.  Mayor Gall reiterated that from the strong suggestion of the 
attorney we are not to discuss this issue in the public at this time.  Member Brannan said that 
again, she had spoken with the City Attorney and he had no problem with her making the 
motion at all.  The Mayor said that we will wait for Lee to make that comment.
6. Public Hearing 

a) 6:45 PM Proposed Connection Fee Determination for Lot 1, Block 2, Hickory Lane – Mayor Gall opened the public hearing at 6:46 PM.  Jim and Linda Welch of 819 Hickory Lane were present.  Mr. Welch spoke regarding the property appraisal that was done noting some inconsistencies with property comparisons.  The appraisal that was done included no value for the septic system that was there, comparisons were made against properties with no homes on and comparisons against properties that are less in size.  Mr. Welch feels that the Council set a precedent with the Richards connection fee determination and that all properties should get the same as that.  Member Bauman asked Mr. Welch if he agreed with his property appraisal.  He replied that no, he thinks he should get his fee set at $8,000 just like the Council set Ms. Richards at.  Member Reding asked Mr. Welch if he had signed up for the connection and Mr. Welch replied that yes he had.  He is having the connection fee currently assessed to his property.  Mayor Gall asked if Mr. Welch is aware of the new County laws that deal with septic systems and with the age of his home and the new laws, he doesn’t feel that he would be able to comply with those new laws.  Ron Schrafel asked if and how he could sign up for the decreased connection fee.  Rich Balcome commented that all the property owners in that project area should get the connection fee at $8,000.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bauman to close the public hearing at 7:05 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.  
· Member Brannan – feel’s the connection fee originally stated is fair and just.

· Member Bauman – feel’s the cost should be associated with the benefit to the property.

· Member Leitzen – although previously voted against the benefit to the property and to stick with the amount that was set for the connection fee, she has learned new information and feel’s the cost should be based on the benefit to the property.

· Member Reding – believes that each property will be affected differently as to the amount of the benefit but that the cost of benefit to the property should be used.


Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bauman that the connection fee 
to the property located at 819 Hickory Lane, Mantorville, MN, should be set at $13,000.  
Motion passed with Mayor Gall and Members Reding, Leitzen and Bauman voting for 
and Member Brannan voting against.


Discussion continued in regards to the public comments section of the meeting.  More 
discussion and questions on the future of the Intermediate School continued.  Mayor 
Gall stated once again that discussion of the school issue will not take place at this time 
at the advice of the City attorney.  It was asked what amount has the City spent thus far 
on legal fees for the school issue?  That number will be brought to the Council meeting 
on December 10.  

7. Old Business/New Business

a) Kyle Skov, Massey Surveying, Jay Harris Plat Approval – Kyle Svov was present from Massey Land Surveying to update the Council and get approval on the preliminary plat for the Jay Harris project East of town.  The City has already previously approved this.  

b) Mantorville Comprehensive Plan Recommendation – Shannon Sweeney of David Drown and Associates, was present to explain the process the City went through in coming up with the comprehensive plan.  The Planning and Zoning Commission recommended to the Council that they adopt the plan as written.  Member Bauman would like to see more input from the Park Commission, Infrastructure Committee and EDA.  Member Brannan recommended approving the plan as written and allowing the various committees’s to work on updates as needed.  Member Leitzen is interested in the land use portion of the plan and saw that it is included.  Member Reding said that changes could be made in 2008 and to go ahead and adopt the plan.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to adopt the Mantorville Comprehensive Plan as recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Motion passed unanimously.  The plan is to be reviewed and/or updated by all committee’s each year.  
c) EDA Presentation, Karl Huppler/Land Development – Karl Huppler of the Mantorville EDA presented the Council with a presentation on the EDA, what is an EDA, the creation of it, their duties and actions over time.  Dave Dripps, Mantorville resident, gave his own presentation to the Council stating his views on the EDA and the City.  He made recommendations on how the City and EDA should proceed when it comes to land development.  Council appreciated the time and effort Dave put in to his presentation.  Member Bauman agreed that the EDA needs to be results orientated.
d) WWTP Facilities Plan continued discussion – It is the consensus of the Council that the City proceed with the $1.1 million dollar option of pumping Mantorville wastewater to the City of Kasson.  Mayor Gall informed the Council that he would be meeting with the Kasson Mayor.  Member Brannan felt that this is something that the Infrastructure Committee should begin working on.  The Mayor responded that it is too early in the game for the infrastructure to own this project and that other decisions need to be made first to find out the position that the City of Kasson stands.
e) Public Nuisance Complaint – Cami updated the Council on the status of a complaint that involves the Nuisance Ordinance.  The City will begin the process of abatement.  

f) Renewal of Club On Sale Liquor License – Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bauman to approve the annual renewal of the Club On Sale Liquor License for the Mantorville VFW.  Motion approved unanimously.
g) LBAE 2008, transfer of duties to County – The City Council needs to decide if they want to take on the responsibility of the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization for 2008.  Based on the education the Mayor has had, it is only taking on more work and responsibility.  The League of Minnesota Cities recommends that items brought before the board should be taken to the County as a default anyways.  Member Reding asked if we are giving up the right to arm twist the County to reevaluate some of these properties if we give up our right to act as the LBAE.  He feel’s this is what he was elected to do.  Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Mayor Gall to transfer the LBAE for 2008 to the County Assessors office.  Motion passed with Mayor Gall and Members Bauman, Leitzen and Brannan voting for and Member Reding voting against.
h) 2008 Law Enforcement Contract – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to accept the Dodge County Law Enforcement Agreement for 2008 in the amount of $79,247.49, a 3% increase from 2007.  Motion passed unanimously.
i) Designation of Fund Resolution 2007-28 – Mayor Gall informed the Council on a recommendation being made by the Finance Committee in regards to the designation of City funds.  This is for informational purposes only at this time.  He asked the Council to take a look at the cash fund balance information.  The Finance Committee will come back to the Council with recommendations for fund designation.  The General Fund balance should sit at 65% of the operating budget for the year.  Over that amount, you are notified by the State that you have too much money that you are not using.  The Mayor noted the Fire Department Fund and the Playground Development Fund.  The Finance Committee has penciled in some amounts but would like to wait until later in December when we are closer to final numbers to make the recommendation.  Member Brannan asked if the Council was going to get time to think about the recommendations presented by the Finance Committee or are they going to be given the recommendations and a decision needs to be made at the same meeting.  The Council will have time to review the recommendation in their Council packets prior to the meeting which should give them ample time to consider things.  It was also asked that Mike Bubany have input in those designations.
8. 2008 Budget – Mayor Gall reviewed the financial reports handed out to Council Members.  He 
noted that the finance committee feel’s comfortable in raising the projected revenues in 
the area of zoning and subdivision fees by $1,000, interest income to $32,500.  
$7,136.53 in budget gap assuming a 5% property increase.  Need for short term 
disability in the budget for 2008.  No quotes have come in.  Cami is to have those 
numbers for the next meeting.  The Mayor asked if the Council would like to close the 
gap tonight or let the finance committee bring back a budget proposal at the December 
10th meeting for the Council.  Member Leitzen recommended that the $7,000 come 
from the Fire truck Replacement fund which would reduce it to $18,000.  Member 
Brannan suggested that they check with Rog Nolte before they make any adjustments.  
Mayor Gall suggested that the council look at one item on the budget before making 
any decisions.  There is a budget line item called Market Value Credit that no money is 
budgeted for.  This is an additional line item that is not budgeted for. Cami asked that 
the Council not make a decision on this until the next meeting.  She wants to verify with 
the County the taxes received so far this month.  Further discussion on how the Council 
wants to handle the EDA.  Previous discussion has been that if the City is going to 
move forward with the land swap, then no money will be budgeted for the EDA in 
2008.  If they are not going to do the land swap, then they need to put some dollars in 
for the EDA.  The Council needs to make that decision.  Member Brannan asked if the 
proposal from the EDA is for all of that land up there?  Member Bauman responded that 
she thought so.  Part of that area needs to be set aside for public works for the water 
tower.  Member Brannan reiterated that she is not comfortable with giving the EDA 
land that she doesn’t have all the details on at this point.  How many lots are there and 
what do they plan to do with the land have not been brought forward yet.  The Mayor is 
not comfortable with the City taking the responsibility of platting the land and that he 
feel’s that should be done by the EDA.  Member Bauman stated it is the EDA’s job to 
decide what should go on that property and to go out and look for people to work with 
to get what is best for that property and bring it in.  The Mayor reiterated that the EDA 
would have to come back to the Council for final approval.  Member Brannan feels that 
the EDA should bring a proposal back to the Council before any decision is made.  
When you get to the point of approving a sale of the project that’s the time you decide 
to appropriate the funds.  Member Brannan reiterated that the only thing she has ever 
wanted from the get go is if the EDA want’s to plat it get a proposal that it comes back 
to council for approval.  Member Bauman stated that it is the enabling resolution that it 
has to happen that way.  The Mayor is working on getting something that is workable 
and acceptable.  Member Brannan also said the Council needs to consider from the 
WWTP study how much development we can afford.  Mayor Gall asked if it is the 
concensus of the Council that this is something that we don’t need to be thinking about 
an allocation of funds with that framework in mind that the EDA will go out and get 
this developed.  Brannan asked if we are deeding the land right away to the EDA before 
any plan is brought forward.  Member Bauman feels it needs to be in the name of the 
EDA or no one will want to talk with them.  What about the land across from the park, 
will they come back to the City or is the EDA going to continue to work on those lots.  
Part of the land swap agreement is that the lot on the west side would remain with the 
EDA and the lot on the east side would come back to the City.  Member Redding 
doesn’t feel that it is important whose name the land is in and why pay the expense of 
the land transfers.  Member Bauman feel’s it is important that the EDA own the land.    
Member Brannan is not in favor of deeding the water tower lots but continue marketing 
the lots across from the Park.  Come up with a plan for the lots by the water tower, 
bring it back to council for approval and then we can move forward from there.  
Member Bauman said if we don’t get the lots the EDA will be very dispirited and have 
no incentive to move ahead.
9. TBD

a) Public Works Report – Matt updated the Council on the happenings in the Public Works Department.  He asked the Council to set aside $7,500 of his CIP for a project that didn’t get done this year.  

b) City Clerks Report – Cami asked the Council their thought about public works having a pager which could then be given to whoever is on call, the number put on the city answering machine etc.  That way there would be one phone number for contacts.  The cost would be minimal.  The Council will look at that in the budget.  Updated on disconnects to take place on Wednesday.  Fire Department received a $78,000 grant.  Meeting to set up Fire Contracts.  With Sarah out on travel, Cami asked for a backup for talks on the Fire Contract.  Approval to carry over staff vacation time.  Other items were updated.
c) Committee Reports – Personnel; copies of the latest rendition of the personnel policy along with other items.  It is the intention to get this passed before the end of the year.  It was asked if staff would get an end of year performance evaluation.  Karen was requesting her’s to be able to clean up any problem area’s.  Mayor Gall stated that if they do it for one, they have to do it for all.  Evaluations will be mailed out and it is asked that council gets them back by the following Monday so there is time for personnel to review them and get them done by the end of the year.

d) Council Member Reports – 


Member Reding – N/A


Member Bauman – N/A


Member Leitzen – N/A


Member Brannan – N/A


Mayor Gall – N/A

Council went into closed session to discuss pending litigation at 10:35 PM

Regular Council meeting reopened at 10:42 PM.  The Mayor reported on the meeting that took place with himself, Attorney Bjorndal, Peter Grant, Candy of the KM School Board.  

Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to adjourn the meeting at 10:43 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Respectfully Submitted,

Camille C. Reber

City Clerk Treasurer

