MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

MONDAY, APRIL 24, 2006

6:30 PM
1. Call to Order – Mayor Carlson called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
      Members Present; Diane Carlson




         Annie Brannan




         Luke Nash




         Ross Abel




         Bill Reding

Others Present;  Rich Balcome, Roger Nolte, Jamie Jencks, Dave Leth, Randy Ayshford, Trish Bremer, Pete Engstrom, Matt Brekke, Karen Khavari, and Cami Reber.

2. Additions/Deletions to the Agenda – None

3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Mayor Carlson second by Member Abel to approve the Consent Agenda as written; Council Meeting Minutes of April 10, 2006, EDA Minutes of March 7 and March 21, 2006, and the Warrant List for April 24, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

4. Correspondence – No comments were made on the correspondence which included Dodge County Septic and Wastewater Treatment Ordinance No. 3, Mantorville Drinking water report for 2005, Dodge County Planning Commission hearing notice, Mantorville Sheriff’s contract hours for March 2006, and the State of the Cities Report.

5. Public Concerns – James Jencks was present and reported that as part of the Park Board Committee, in which he was just selected for, they are working on a draft plan regarding bike trails through the City.  He also made the comment that he would like to be the person selected from the Park Board to represent them during the interview process for the Comprehensive Plan update.  

6. Old Business – 

a) RFP for Architect proposal, Fire Hall/City Hall Committee – The newly formed committee which consists of members of the Fire Department and City Staff made the recommendation to the City Council to recommend TSP out of Rochester to perform the space needs/feasibility study on the Current Fire Hall and City Hall.  The request for a study to be done came about when the Fire Department decided to pursue options available to them to increase the current fire hall building.  Due to the increase in members and all of the required trainings, the current fire hall is cramped when it comes to trainings and what not.  In order for the Fire Department to hold their meetings and trainings, they have to move several fire trucks out of the bays and into the streets in order to have the room to complete them.  The kitchen area is getting to be too small and the Fire Department would like to be able to get better access to Highway 57 when they do have a fire call and have to head North on Highway 57.  From the current location of the bays, they can’t get a running start to get the trucks up the hill therefore that slows them down.  It they could get access from the rear of the building and get a better start up the hill, it would increase their response time.  Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Nash to approve the recommendation to hire TSP, Inc. out of Rochester to perform the space needs/feasibility study on the Fire Hall and City Hall.  Motion passed unanimously.  It was commented by City Staff that this is only a study being done at this time.  There are no plans to build anything at this time.
7. Public Hearings – None

8. New Business – 

a.) CIP Presentation, Mike Bubany of David Drown Associates – Mike Bubany was present to give the Council and Staff a brief overview of the CIP program that their firm helps cities to implement.  The plan is a guide to the future, a way for the City to budget for improvements and infrastructure.  His firm works with the Cities of Dodge Center, Lanesboro and Wykoff, just to name a few, in implementing a CIP program.  The program looks at all aspects of the City and what is needed for the future.  It looks at water and sewer rates now and in the future and accommodates what sort of revenue the City needs to generate to keep up with the rising costs for upgrades and upkeep.  It gives the City a chance to spread out any rate increases or budget increases over time instead of all at once.  The plan can be implemented and amendments made at any time to allow for the situation that is arising.  David Drown and Associates charges $5,000.00 to do a Capitol Improvement Plan (CIP).  Council would like to consider this.  The City can start the plan and be billed for the services in 2007 as the amount was not budgeted in 2006.
b.) Tree City USA designation – Karen Khavari, Assistant City Clerk gave a brief overview of what Tree City USA is all about.  She recommended to the Council that the City apply to become a designated Tree City in order to maintain and preserve the trees it has.  Council would like to receive more information on this and have it sent to the Park Board for discussion.  The Park Board is typically given the status of Tree Board but staff would like to be able to take on that responsibility.  The item will be tabled until the Park Board makes a decision on it.
c.) City Motto Request – Karen Khavari, Assistant City Clerk, came up with a City Motto while working on the new website.  “A 19th Century Past – A 21st Century Vision”.   Discussion regarding coming up with a City Motto took place.  Council is in favor of pursuing this idea.

d.) City Logo Contest – Staff recommended to have the Council also pursue the idea of holding a contest to incorporate a City Logo along with the City Motto.  Council is in favor of the idea and staff will work on getting the specifics together and bring to a future meeting.

e.) Approval of City Contractors License – Per City Ordinance, all contractors that do work within the City have to apply for a license from the City.  That license along with a surety bond is to be filed and on hand.  Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Abel to approve the contractor’s license for Swenke, Co.  Motion passed unanimously.  Contractors will be notified by citizens in the current NW W/S project for hook up of the utility to their homes.  All contractors are required to apply at the City for approval to do the work.  This insures that the hook ups are done accurately and that any right of way digging that is done is repaired back to the manner prescribed by the City.
f.) Recommendation for Planning and Zoning Commission – Motion made by Member Abel to approve the applicants for the recreation of the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Applicants are Robert Lermon, Ron Alberts, Ron Schraefel, David Dripps and Karen Khavari.  Applicants will be required to attend trainings regarding planning and zoning that are held by the Government Training Services.  GTS offers several planning and zoning related seminars throughout the year and those trainings are beneficial to a commission.  City Staff is currently attending a few of the seminars and are highly recommending them to the P and Z Commission.  Applicants will have until the end of the year to attend the basics of planning and zoning and beyond the basics of planning and zoning.  If the seminars are not offered the applicants will have to complete the next scheduled ones.  Motion was seconded by Member Brannan.  Motion passed unanimously.
9. TBD

a.) Mayors Report – The Mayor reminded everyone of the upcoming LMC Annual Conference in June.  The conference will be held in St. Cloud.

b.) City Clerks Report – 
· Cami updated the Council on the new website.  Karen is doing a wonderful job in getting it set up and it should be ready to go live by mid May.  The original May 1st deadline cannot be met due to the amount of work that goes into setting up the website and other responsibilities.
· KM Tel Cable Channel – KM Tel has installed the software on staff’s computer for their cable channel site.  KM Tel is not ready to go live as of yet, but staff can begin working with the software and getting it set up.

· Reminder that interviews for the Comprehensive Plan firms will be on Monday, May 1, 2006 at 2:00, 3:00 and 4:00.  Member Nash, Member Brannan, a representative from the Park Board, a representative from the EDA and Cami Reber will be the interviewers.  Members are to meet at City Hall around 1:00 to have discussions prior to the interviews.

· The old computer from the Clerks office is now set up in the Council Chambers.  Roger Nolte cleaned it out, installed software and got it all ready to go.  Council is encouraged to use it as needed.  There is internet access and a printer hooked up.
· The Legal/Editorial Report on the codification arrived.  A copy will be sent to City Attorney Lee Bjorndal for review prior to setting up a meeting with two council members and city staff to review the changes that need to be done.  After the review, the recommended changes will be given to the Council as a whole for their input.  The City has until mid June to complete the review and send it back for the final draft.

c.) Public Works Report – Matt Brekke was present to give an update on items going on in the Public Works Department.

· Interviews were held for the part-time seasonal help position.  Recommendation was made to hire Ray Kuchinka at a rate of $10.00 per hour.  The City did budget this amount in 2006.  Motion made by Member Abel, seconded by Mayor Carlson to accept the recommendation to hire Ray Kuchinka.  Ray will start the week of the 24th to get familiar with the things that he will be doing and officially on May 1st.  Motion passed unanimously.

· During the March retreat, staff discussed the safety issues at the crosswalks in Mantorville.  A possible solution was to put up pedestrian crosswalk signs like the City of Wanamingo and Plainview does.  It was the consensus of the Council that our streets are not wide enough for those and that they would only get knocked down and/or run over.  It isn’t feasible to keep buying new ones each month.  The discussion will be tabled.  Striping updates should be done soon and hopefully that will help somewhat.  It is a hard thing to enforce unless the police sit right in the area and ticket those that do not yield to the pedestrians.  The Sheriffs department may try to implement this when they do their seat belt safety checks.

· Update on the Spring hydrant flushing.

· Update on lawnmower.

· Park bathrooms are open.  Update Sheriffs department so they can lock them at night.

d) Council Members Report – 
· Bill Reding – Nothing

· Luke Nash – Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by the Chamber was a huge success.  300 plus children were present.  Lots of good comments were heard.  The Chamber is excited to plan for this again next year.

· Annie Brannan – Annie gave an update on the boring samples being done on the two park lots the EDA obtained.  Results should be given in the next couple weeks.  The EDA wants to begin the RFP process for the sale of the 2 lots.  They are working on setting certain criteria for the lots and what they would like to see be brought to town.  That is not to say that anyone else cannot have ideas or bring something in that is not on the list.  It is only as a guide for the EDA and the public to see what sort of business they would like.  The EDA would like to see more than just antique type business be brought to town.  There may also be some restrictions as to the area being in a flood plain.  Bill Angerman will be asked for support on that issue.  Dave Dripps attended the EDA meeting with a proposal of a route for a trail through town.  He is only making suggestions and wants input from the EDA and Park Board before he takes it to the City Council for their input.  

· Ross Abel – Member Abel has received calls regarding junk vehicles and number of dogs allowed at a residence.  The junk vehicle ordinance will be enforced during and right after the City wide cleanup.  The City recently updated in the past two years the animal ordinance which allows no more than 3 dogs at a residence.  There were a couple of residents that had been grandfathered into that at the time due to them having more than the 3.  However, they were notified that upon losing one of the animals over the 3, they could not replace it.   

· Infrastructure Committee – The Committee went over street items that needed to be addressed this year.  Those items include 9th Street, Walnut to Chestnut and some major street patching.  The committee wants the Council to begin thinking about where the City wants to go with Water and Sewer lines in the future.  With the new County septic ordinance updates, it could make it harder for homeowners to replace their septic systems once they fail.  If the homeowners have no other option they will have to petition the City to extend their utility to their area.  This could come about in the Mantor Drive/Bergmann area due to the age of those septic systems.

· Personnel/Finance/Budget Committee – The committee is working on updates to the personnel policy, implementing wage scales and reviewing job descriptions.  The Personnel committee gave an update on the Smallbrock situation.  Mr. Smallbrock is no longer interested in further membership in the Mantorville Fire Department.  

· Luke Nash gave an update on the ice arena and the joint powers committee.  

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Nash to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Camille C. Reber

City Clerk – Treasurer

