MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, MAY 12TH, 2003

7:30 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Diane Carlson, Julie Larsen, Luke Nash, Bob More and Diane Wilke
ALSO PRESENT:  John Nelson, Don Lohrbach, Bill Angerman, Nancy Bauman, Rhonda Rocap, Jeremy Ellingson, Roger Petersen, Gary Reihl, John Goodman, Lynette Nash, Mr/Mrs John Gergen, Tim Wilke, Guy Kohlnhofer, Mr/Mrs Brian Lohrbach, Dale Brannan, Kent Harfman, Ann Driver, Dick Swenke and Richard Carlson
ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:  delete Todd Vermeersch

MINUTES – April 28th Meeting:  Correction to read that Bill Angerman is the City Engineer, not the City Attorney.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Nash to approve the corrected Minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Mayor Carlson to approve payment of the Warrant list in the amount of $28,603.43 and Pay Request No. 1 to Phoenix Fabricators for $106,267.50.  Motion carried unanimously.

2002 ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT – John Nelson & Associates:  Mr. Nelson reported that the City is in good shape financially but the Council must make sure that enough money is generated for the water fund in order to make bond payments on the new tower.  He reminded the Council to keep watch on the budget especially with the proposed cuts from LGA.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Nash to accept the 2002 Financial Report as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT – Bill Angerman, WHKS & Co.:

∙ water tower update: water main has been installed and the foundation is 100% complete;
∙ Edgewood Estates:  presented data on the existing sewer plant capacity showing that it could handle an additional 150 – 200 people without further upgrades.  Mr. Angerman also reported that currently there are 151 private septic systems within the corporate city limits and maybe the Council should focus on those before looking at adding homes from outside the City.  Member More stated that he sees no problems with adding the proposed 16 – 18 homes from Edgewood Estates. Mayor Carlson said that servicing the residents on the west side of town should be a priority.  Mr. Angerman reported that when the plant is at maximum flow like it was during recent rainfalls, that it doesn’t operate very well. The Council was told that the entire cost of the project would be borne by the developer and it would be up to the Council to determine hook-up rates and monthly sewer rates. Member Nash agreed with Member More that the project was worth investigating as long as there was no cost to the City.  Mr. Angerman also inquired about the possibility of annexing Edgewood Estates into the City.  Mr. Angerman will contact Ward Optiz from Bigelow Enterprises to let him know that the Council is amendable to the idea.  A meeting will be set up with Sewer Dept reps More and Larsen, reps from Bigelow and Mr. Angerman.
JEREMY ELLINGSON:  Mr. Ellingson explained that his company provides an alternative to septic systems that could be installed on the west side of Mantorville and used to hook up to the City’s existing sewer lines.  He said that his company would bear the entire cost of the infrastructure.  Mr. Angerman asked: 1) who would be the owner of the lines and responsible for maintenance; 2) who would pay for the project; 3) and commented that the burden of maintenance usually falls back on the city even if agreements are in place.  Mr. Ellingson was asked to return to the June 9th meeting with a proposed route, a development plan and the number of homes it could service.
GUY KOHLNHOFER – Dodge County Engineer:  Mr. Kohlnhofer distributed information about regulatory traffic signs and said that “stop signs should not be used as speed control”.  He stated that there are 63 stop signs in Mantorville and some of them could possibly be replaced with yield signs.  He suggested that the City could use more speed limit signs and less traffic signs.  After he has analyzed the traffic count information, he will make suggestions and/or recommendations as to sign placement.
BOARD OF APPEALS – John Gergen:  Mr. Gergen asked the Council to reconsider their April 28th decision to deny his Variance request to build a 40’ X 80’ accessory building at 405 4th Street East. He distributed a packet with information obtained from Minutes of prior Public Hearings where Variances had been granted for oversized accessory buildings. Roger Petersen reminded the Council that granting previous Variances does not set precedence, that each request rests on its own merits. Mr. Gergen also stated that currently he could be considered to be in violation of the Debris Ordinance so would like to build this garage in order to store all of his vehicles and equipment inside.  Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to deny the Appeal.  Motion carried unanimously.

HWY 57/5TH STREET INTERSECTION:  Council met with adjoining business owners (or reps), Dick Swenke, Lynette Nash and Ann Driver to discuss visibility and safety at the intersection with the current parking standards.  There was much discussion and suggestions as to how to remedy the problem.  Some of the suggestions were angle parking or eliminating one (1) or two (2) parking spaces on Hwy 57 at each intersection.  Dale Brannan said that vehicles stopping in the middle of the road to let people off were more of a safety concern than parking was.  Consensus was to eliminate one (1) parking space back from the intersection on the Hwy 57 side only.
5 minute break

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:

∙ Member Nash said that he is gathering information about a disorderly use ordinance that other cities in the County are using.   He gave a copy of Claremont’s ordinance to Roger Petersen to review and submit comments for the June 9th meeting;
∙ Member Larsen reported that the Park Board is planning a wine tasting fundraiser for June 20th at the golf course.  Mayor Carlson suggested that the Park Board investigate whether or not they can legally have fundraisers.  Mayor Carlson suggested that a different organization could sponsor the event and then donate the money back to the Park Board.  

∙ Member Wilke reported that there is $35,682.98 in the playground equipment fund;

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:

∙ reported that the County was straightening out an issue re properties that they still considered to be in the township but had been annexed several years ago.
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Roger Petersen:  Mr. Petersen presented a draft of Ordinance No. 157 “An Ordinance Establishing and Regulating a Water Meter System for the City of Mantorville, Minnesota, Providing Penalties for the Violation Thereof, and Amending Ordinance No. 131”.  There was much discussion as to the wording of the ordinance and ownership/maintenance of the water meters.  It was added that the meter should be owned and maintained by the City.  Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to approve Ordinance No. 157 with changes and additions.  Motion carried unanimously.
MAYOR’S REPORT:  
∙ Annual LMC conference in St. Cloud:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Nash to approve payment of the associated conference fees for anyone wishing to attend.  Motion carried unanimously.

∙ Water & sewer rates:  Motion by Member Nash and second by Member More to adopt the water and sewer rate schedule known as the 70/30 plan which equates to $3.05/1,000 gallons + base fee of $9.08 for water charges and $2.09/1,000 gallons + base fee of $7.06 for sewer charges.  Motion carried with Mayor Carlson and Members Larsen, Nash and More voting aye and Member Wilke voting nay.  
OLD BUSINESS:  The City Clerk reported that $50 had been collected since the “search” fee had been enacted.

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER: 


∙ State demographer – estimated 2002 population is 1,154 in 408 households;

∙ notice from CMS that the square footage costs to establish valuations were being increased to reflect current building costs;

∙ acknowledged inclusion of the Fire Department minutes

ADJOURN:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Larsen to adjourn at 10:25 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

