MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

MONDAY, MARCH 23, 3009

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order - Mayor Nash called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.  
Members Present: Luke Nash, Annie Brannan, Bill Reding, Chuck Bradford and Linda Schmidt

Others Present: Gretta Becay, Don Swanson, Randy Carlsen, Rich Balcome, Todd Vrieze, Dale Brannan, Adam Hovden and Cami Reber
2. Pledge of Allegiance – Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda – Added the Dodge County Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda for March 24, 2009 and Dodge County Planning Commission Public Hearing Notice for April 1, 2009.
4. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the consent agenda as follows:
a) Warrant List March 23, 2009

b) Warrant List March 18, 2009

c) City Council Meeting Minutes March 9, 2009

d) Notice of Skywarn Training

e) SEMLM Meeting April 22, 2009

f) SE MN Towards Zero Death Workshop

Motion passed unanimously.

5. Public Concerns
· Don Swanson talked to the Council about safety around the trailer court and parking issues.  He is concerned with the speeding and the amount of room there if an emergency vehicle should need to get through.

· Bryce Gunderson – 121 5th Street West, spoke regarding a dead tree that is in the city boulevard in front of his home.  He would like the City to remove it.  This is addressed under the Public Works report.

· Rich Balcome spoke to the Council about the ongoing drainage issues on his property.  He wants to know if the Council is planning to do something this year as they have postponed it each year.  Mayor Nash let Rich know that this is one of the items being addressed at the Council Retreat on Saturday.
6. Old Business/New Business

a) Building Permit Objection
Todd Vrieze is objecting the building permit fee of $150 that he is being charged for the reroof of his house and garage.  He stated that he didn’t realize he even needed a building permit until after the job was complete.  He completed the permitting when he built his garage a few years back.  
Mayor Nash noted that the Vrieze’s had been given a building permit last summer by staff and were asked to fill it out and submit it along with the permit fee of $50.  The City never heard back so staff sent out another letter in December stating that they had not followed the procedures and the fee for completing a job without a permit is $150.  Member Reding stated to let Mr.Vrieze pay the $50 and be done with it.  Member Brannan stated that we have procedures in place that should be followed and if we let this one go, then we might as well let the rest go and not follow what procedures we have in place.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bradford that the City follow current procedures and keep the fee at $150.  Motion passed with Mayor Nash and Members Brannan and Bradford voting for and Members Reding and Schmidt voting against.
b) 2009 Street Maintenance Projects 
Adam received a quote from Rochester Service for some street maintenance repairs.  The quote he received includes paving of the alley behind the fire hall.  There are still problems with the sink holes in the NW project.  Council questioned that these should still be under warranty by Rochester Service Company and Adam should check with them.  There is a chance that they will rise when the weather warms up.  Adam will follow up on that and these projects will be discussed at the Saturday retreat.  Adam received a request from a resident about taking down a dead tree that is in the City right of way.  He received a quote from Olson’s Tree Service for about $1,500.  Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Schmidt to approve the cutting down of the tree and grinding out of the stump.  Staff will take care of the tree removal and take it to our brush dump to help save on costs.  Motion passed unanimously.  Adam is to take a look around town for any other issues that could be taken care of while Olsen Tree Service is in town.  There is a water problem on the north end of Clay Street which is being caused by a culvert that is buried under yards and driveways.  Adam received a quote from Swenke for repair of this.  He is still waiting for a quote from Rochester Service.  The Infrastructure committee is going to meet prior to the retreat on Saturday to look at it and make a recommendation to the Council.  

 c) Dance/Event Permit Ordinance – draft
Previously Council had discussed a better way to track and organize events and/or dances taking place.  The draft was put together as a starting point for discussion for council to determine if this is the route they want to go.  Currently if someone wants to hold an event that would call for alcohol, there is temporary liquor license approval process that needs to go through the state.  This is how those events have been approved by Council, not through another type of permit.  Member Bradford noted that it’s important to remember that when you regulate anything you take away freedoms, which is sometimes valid.  What protection are we providing our citizens by regulating dance?  Member Brannan felt that having an ordinance in place would help with setting some hours.  Members felt that could be regulated through the noise ordinance.  It should be a justifiable use to the City and the citizens.  If we can’t find a benefit to the citizens, then we will pass on this.  If we decide to go that route, we need to clean up the current ordinance.  In the alcohol ordinance, dancing is noted in three sections and written differently in each way.  Direction from the Council is to clean up the current alcohol ordinance.  
d) Amended 50.03 Water Sewer Service Ordinance – draft
Previously there was an amendment done to section 50.03 of the water and sewer ordinance which addressed the installation of water meters in multi unit dwellings.  As part of the discussion previously, it was noted that any new construction of multi unit dwellings should all contain a separate meter for each living unit.  The ordinance needs to be amended to include this provision.  Also discussed previously was the requirement for a separate water meter on a second dwelling on the same lot.  The draft amendment included the provision that if a second building were moved in on the same lot by the same owner, that they would not be required to pay the connection fee and have a separate water meter.  Council discussed changes in use on the property and how that would be addressed.  Does this apply to both residential and commercial the same way?  Members discussed how they want to address this issue and do they want to require a secondary building to have its own meter?  What is the intent to have separate meters and separate base rates?  Cami is to get some comparable’s from other cities and bring back to the Council in May.
7. TBD

a) Public Works Report

Adam updated the Council on the rip rap put at the bottom of the dam as previously approved by Swenke.  Adam took several pictures and they are on file at City Hall.  There was some float problems at the lift station in the NW part of town.  That was fixed.  There was some question about the storage sheds at the shop and what is being stored there that is also being heated.  Council feels that shed number 3 does not need to be heated next year.  This holds equipment that is typically only used once in a while and mostly in the warmer months.  

b) City Clerk Report

Cami updated the Council on the status of computer support.  She contacted three individuals and received input from two.  John Bishop would be willing to do it for $75/hour.  She also spoke with Paul Wiltgen, Dodge County IT Department.  They would also be interested in this.  Their charge would be $50/hour.  The City is going to work with Dodge County.  An agreement will be put together and brought to Council.  The 2008 audit will be presented to Council on April 27.  A reminder that the connection fee objection public hearing will take place at the next Council Meeting.  City Hall office hours will change on April 1st to 8:00 am – 4:30 pm.  Cami informed the Council about the webinar being presented by LMC on March 26.  The webinar is titled Budget Crisis, Budgeting in Tough Times.  For the retreat on Saturday, Cami is suggesting pot luck to save the expense of food.  Council agreed and will let Cami know what they will be bringing.

c) Consultant Report – None
d) Committee Report – None
e) Council Member Report
· Member Bradford – Member Bradford met with the EDA RFP Committee but has nothing new to report.  He reported that the Trails Committee is looking for more funding.

· Member Reding – None

· Member Brannan – there was a kickoff meeting regarding the Ronald McDonald ride.

· Member Schmidt – will be attending the Skywarn training.  
f) Mayor Report
· Has several meetings coming up but nothing to report on at this time.

· Member Schmidt noted that there are a lot of ATV’s flying through the alley.  ATV’s are not allowed and she should call the Sheriffs Department when she see’s this.  It was suggested that something be put on the cable channel to remind people that ATV’s and golf carts are not allowed unless you have a special permit issued from the City.  

8. Executive Session – None
9. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.
