
MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2007

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.


Members Present;

Tom Gall






Nancy Bauman






Annie Brannan






Bill Reding






Sarah Leitzen


Others Present;  Teri Gillett, Virginia Markham, Rosie Banks, John Banks, Lyle and Theresa Hoaglund,  
Rich Balcome, Rog Nolte, Dale Brannan, Tim Hruska of WHKS and Cami Reber, City Clerk.

2. Additions, Deletions to Agenda – Add RFP for Auditor, Dale Brannan for the Mantorville Fire Department, and request from Tod Fyten of The Mantorville Brewery.

3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Leitzen, second by Member Bauman to approve the consent agenda as written with verification to be done on the charges to the Mantor Mart.  Motion passed unanimously.

4. Correspondence – FYI only

5. Public Comments 


Virginia Markham of the Senior Center inquired to the Council in regards to them assisting the Senior 
Center in the paving of the parking lot.  They are looking at the City contributing to this project in the 
amount of $2,000.  She also inquired to the status of the handicap access area that is in bad shape.  Is 
that going to be done this year?  Tim Hruska will inquire with Matt on that.  The Council will talk about 
the contribution to paving of the parking lot during the budget discussion.


Teri Gillett was present to represent her sister, Jodi Benedix, who lives on Mantor Drive and currently 
has a failing septic drain field.  The County is currently assisting Jodi Benedix in finding a solution to the 
problem. 

6. Old Business/New Business

a)
Mantor Drive/Bergmann Drive Septic Situation – Sandy Schaeffer of Dodge County was present to discuss some problems with failing septic systems in the Mantor Drive/Bergman area.  There is currently two systems failing in that area.  The County is working with the homeowners to find solutions.  They are costly and the County is inquiring if the City is looking at extending their infrastructure lines out to that area in the near future.  There is not much for grants or other assistance for the people who become non-compliant.  The soil and expansion area are very limited in this area making the cost to become compliant very expensive.  If the City is working on a project and the non compliance does not cause an imminent health affect, the county could work with both parties to grant extensions.  The WWTP Facility Plan will be coming to Council on October 15th.  At that time of review, the Council will look at its options of extending services to that area in Mantor Drive and Bergmann.  Member Brannan had inquired at earlier meetings about a plan being done in the past by Yaggy Colby.  At this time no one can locate that plan.  She asked if staff or WHKS could contact Yaggy Colby for any information.  Staff or WHKS will take care of this.  Member Brannan asked Sandy Schaeffer if we can tell how many septic systems are failing?  Without doing an inspection, you will not know for sure.  Dodge County passed an ordinance in 2006 that made it so any property that is for sale or having remodeling done is required to have the septic system inspected.  The Council was unable to give any sort of timeline for an answer on extending infrastructure but they will be discussing this at the October 15th meeting when the WWTP study is presented to Council.

b)
Hoaglund Water Meter, Attorney Recommendation – the Council had previously asked the City Attorney to clarify the language in the City Code in regards to a new business bringing in a second building on the lot, hooking up to water and sewer and if they would be required to pay the connection fee.  With information the City Attorney received, his recommendation to the Council was that because there are two separate dwellings, there should be two separate meters and therefore two separate connections.  Therefore, the building being moved in should pay a connection fee and have a second water meter.  The Council moved that because it is one owner and one business that it should only have one meter installed and not be required to hook up an additional line to the City main but be able to hook into the existing line.  It was further amended by saying that as they are the sole owners and operators of the two buildings, they only have to tap into the existing line.  Motion was made by Member Bauman and a second by Member Leitzen.  Council asked that the current ordinance be amended to state such.  Motion passed unanimously.  

c)  The Infrastructure Committee met with WHKS on Thursday, September 6, 2007 in regards to the NW W/S Project.  SJ Louis will be on site to do repairs on September 12th or 13th.  On Thursday, September 13th, the Infrastructure Committee will meet along with WHKS on site in the NW project area to check the progress.  Staff had previously sent a letter out to each property owner in the project area asking for approval or disapproval to the condition of their property after the water and sewer lines were installed.  The list was sent on the WHKS and they then met with SJ Louis to go over the fixes that needed to be done.  SJ Louis was given the chance to either do the repairs themselves or allow the City to hire someone.  SJ Louis was not willing to give up approximate $15,000 and opted to do the fixes themselves.  Council wanted to know when will all the items be completed, not just the seeding portion.  There are items outside of the scope that will need to continue to be worked on.  Those will be dealt with on a one to one basis with the resident.  Seeding issues is the number one complaint.  Motion made by Member Reding to allow the Infrastructure to proceed with collecting two bids for finishing work if SJ Louis does not proceed as planned.  Member Bauman made a second and a friendly amendment stating to also send a letter to the City Attorney for verification.  Motion passed unanimously.  Staff sent out letters to each resident who expressed problems with the current conditions.  Residents were notified of the date that contractors would be in town doing repairs and they were asked to watch the progress of the work and if not satisfied they were to call the City or speak with the on site contractor.
d)  Post Flood, Disaster Funding and Mitigation Funding Discussion - Mayor Gall updated the Council on the meetings held at the Court House with FEMA.  There are grant options available to help cities in the cost of cleanup after the flooding.  The City could get reimbursed from 75% - 100% with grant money.  On Tuesday, September 11, there will be a project kickoff meeting with FEMA.  One will take place at 2:30 PM and one at 5:00 PM.  Staff along with Tim Hruska of WHKS will be attending the 2:30 meeting.  Mayor Gall and Member Reding will be attending the 5:00 meeting.  This will be put on the next agenda for Council.  Staff is to make a copy of the information from the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
e)  City Sign Ordinance – The sign ordinance came back to the Council for adoption.  Staff had been instructed to send out letters to all business owners asking for input to the new sign ordinance.  A couple of business owners had stopped in to City Hall to ask about the changes.  Members of the Council feel that they aren’t getting enough input from the public in regards to the ordinance and they would like to receive more.  Member Bauman would like to put an article in the City newsletter asking for input from the businesses on the ordinance.  There was a question about the MRA having input on signs in the City.  There is a section in the ordinance that states the MRA will have input to signs being put up in the Historical District.  The Ordinance states that a certificate needs to be given to anyone putting in a new sign.  This would also be the case for anyone who is repairing a sign.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bauman to table the Sign Ordinance until further information can be obtained by business owners.


Council took a break from 8:25 pm – 8:40 pm.

f) Emergency Plan – Member Brannan handed out the rough draft of the Emergency Plan that she, staff and the Fire Department have been working on.  She went through the list of items they would need such as two way radio’s, radio’s in trucks that work with the County also, first aid kits, sand bags, battery backup, water alarm for City Hall basement, rolls of caution tape, vests, blankets, space heaters and cots.  The plan will also be presented to the county emergency director for review and input.  Council is happy with the process of the plan at this point.

g) Update on ABDO Bookkeeping/Authorization to proceed – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Leitzen to allow ABDO to do an evaluation of the City’s financials and submit a report to the council for an amount not to exceed $1,000.  The charge will come from the Clerks CIP line item.  Motion passed unanimously.
h) 2010 Census – A request has been sent to the City to participate in the 2010 census by gathering and submitting more up to date information on addresses.  This item is tabled until the December meeting.

i) League of Minnesota Cities Membership Dues – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Leitzen to approve the membership dues to the League of Minnesota Cities in the amount of $1,085.00.  Motion passed unanimously.

j) Minnesota Mayors Association – Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Member Brannan to approve the $20.00 annual dues to the Minnesota Mayors Association.  Motion passed unanimously.
k) 2008 Budget, RESOLUTION NO 2007-23, ADOPTING THE PROPOSED BUDGET – Further discussion on the 2008 budget.  Attached to the minutes is the preliminary proposed budget for 2008.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bauman to adopt RESOLUTION 2007-23.  The proposed budget levy being certified to Dodge County is $426,178.00.  Motion passed unanimously.
l) Dale Brannan, Fire Department – Chief Brannan gave a report update on the Marigold Day’s events held by the Fire Department.  Everything went well and they have not had any complaints on closing off that section of 5th Street.  Dale informed the Council that the Grass Rig will be out of commission until new tires and rims can be bought.  The current ones cannot be worked on as they are out of compliance.  The Cost will be about $4,000 to replace.  The Council agreed that it is something that needs to be done.


Dale has spoken to a couple of contractors in regards to the installation of the door going on 
the south end of the Fire Hall.  He can get the door installed under $20,000 and is asking the 
Council to consider having this installed yet this year.  Motion made by Mayor Gall, second by 
Member Leitzen to go ahead and move forward with this.  Member Brannan asked for 
clarification.  Are we asking Dale to gather a couple of bids only or to proceed with the whole 
project?  The Mayor amended the motion to state the Fire Department is to move forward with 
the door project and get it all completed with a not to exceed limit of $20,000.  Member Leitzen 
made a second to that, motion passed unanimously.  A site survey of the property lines will also 
be completed before work on the driveway is started.
m) Tod Fyten, Mantorville Brewery – Tod Fyten, owner of the Mantorville Brewery, asked the Council for consideration in the payment plan for the outstanding balance on the Brewery water and sewer bill.  He requested that he be able to pay off the outstanding amount of $1,364.69 at $100.00 per month in addition to paying his current month bill.  It was the consensus of the Council to approve that payment plan.
n) RFP Auditor – The City did an RFP for auditing services in 2007, 2008 and 2009.  the deadline for submittal was July 31, 2007.  The City received one proposal from Smith Schaefer & Associates out of Rochester.  The proposal for professional fees is $12,200 for 2007, $12,800 for 2008 and $13,550 for 2009.  A question was asked if the amount of time spent is less than what is proposed, will that amount be adjusted?  Member Bauman believed that is something that could be worked out.  Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Member Brannan to accept the RFP for Auditing Services as submitted by Smith, Schaefer & Associates.  Motion passed unanimously.  
7. TBD

a) Public Works Report – None

b) City Clerk Report – Cami asked for a new meeting date for the one set by Council at the last meeting of October 15th.  The date was agreed on due to the first meeting of the month landing on Veterans Day.  It was discovered that the date of October 15th is a P/Z meeting date.  The Council agreed on their meeting dates for October as being October 1, 2007 and October 29, 2007.  Cami inquired on the date for the Open House.  The Fire Department will be holding theirs on Wednesday, October 10, 2007.  It was the consensus of the Council to hold the City Open House at that time also as done in the past.  Member Brannan will be out of town and unable to assist.  Mayor Gall stated that between himself and the other Council, they should be able to assist.


Cami handed out the staff overtime report, vacation/comp/sick time report, and complaint log.  
No discussion was taken on those items.

c) Committee Reports – The personnel committee discussed the 2007 Pay Equity report and letter sent form the State.  The State noted that we did not meet certain requirements resulting in a non-compliance ruling by the Department of Employee Relations.  The reason for the non-compliance as submitted by the DOER is Salary or hourly wage for female class of City Clerk/Treasurer with 275 points must be at least equal to current salary or hourly wage for male class of Water WWTP Operator with 231 points.  The date of compliance must be made by October 3, 2007 and a new report submitted to the State by November 3, 2007.  Motion made by Mayor Gall, second by Member Brannan to approve the City Clerk Wage be adjusted to $3,692 per month to be in compliance with the Pay Equity Act.  Motion passed unanimously.

d) Council Member Report – None

e) Mayor Report – None

8. Discussion – None

Adjourn – Motion made by Mayor Gall, second by Member Brannan to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.  


