MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH , 2001

7:30 P.M.

Members present:  Diane Carlson, Mark Lamphere, Julie Larsen and Bob More; Diane Wilke was absent.

Also present: Annie Brannan, Arnie Zimmerman, Dale Brannan, Bill Angerman, Roger Petersen, Randy Carlsen, Gerald Miller and Ron Alberts

Mayor Carlson called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

AGENDA – additions or deletions:  Delete Gary Wallin and John Goodman, add Resolution No. 11-2001 and Arnie Zimmerman

MINUTES – October 22nd  Meeting:  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Mayor Carlson  to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Lamphere to approve payment of the total Warrant List in the amount of $41,236.91.  Motion carried with Mayor Carlson, Members Lamphere and Larson voting aye and Member More abstaining.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT – Dale Brannan, Chief: •Mr. Brannan explained that the Zumbro Valley Mutual Aid organization includes Fire Departments from Blooming Prairie, Brownsdale, Byron, Claremont, Dodge Center, Hayfield, Kasson, Mantorville, Oronoco, Pine Island, Stewartville and West Concord.  In the past there was a mutual aid agreement between all these cities but it expired years ago.  Mantorville’s Volunteer Fire Department recommends that the Council approve the model agreement after it has been reviewed by the City Attorney.  

• Chief Brannan also reported that Jeremy Schubert has recently joined the Fire Department.

ARNOLD ZIMMERMAN – mobile home park: Mr. Zimmerman has received numerous letters from the City requesting that the mobile home park be brought into compliance with the Debris Ordinance.  City Attorney, Roger Petersen explained that the City has the authority to clean up the premises and assess it back against the owner of the property via property taxes.  Member Larsen, reading from the mobile home park rules, says that the resident must have permission from Mr. Zimmerman allowing snowmobiles, etc on the property.  She suggested that Mr. Zimmerman enforce his own rules.  Member More stated currently, there are snowmobiles, a boat and a vehicle with no wheels on it parked in the mobile home park.  Mr. Zimmerman stated that he has a hard time enforcing the rules, that his only recourse would be to evict the tenants.  He also stated that he might be interested in doing something totally different with the property, possibly build affordable apartment units.  Mr. Petersen told him that if he has an uncooperative tenant and has started legal action against the tenant, that the Council would grant him time to remedy the problem.  

CITY ENGINEER – Bill Angerman:  • Mr. Angerman was present to update the Council on the detention pond to be located on City property along Jefferson Street.  He stated that QED, Rolling Hills Developer’s engineers, estimate the cost of the project to be $6,700.  If the City would like to enlarge the pond to include a larger drainage area, the cost would increase $1,500.  Member More suggested that the pond be big enough to handle the current development and any expansion of the pond would be placed on the future developer.  Ron Alberts, representing Rolling Hills Developers asked when the pond should be completed.  Answer was next spring.  Mr. Angerman will notify QED about the Council’s decision that the pond should be designed to fit the 10 acres that has been developed.  

• Mr. Alberts questioned Roger Petersen’s per hour charge for work performed on behalf of the City but related directly to Rolling Hills Development. ie: development agreement, review of preliminary plat and final plat plans.  The bill for Mr. Petersen’s services and WHKS’ services, etc. will be deducted from the $5,000 retainer the City requested from Rolling Hills Developers at the time of approval of the plans.

• Mr. Angerman updated the Council on alternative ways to finance the water tower.  More information will be forthcoming.   

GERALD MILLER – Debris Ordinance discussion:  Mr. Miller requested clarification of what debris is and how the Ordinance relates to his property.  He said that the demo cars have been removed and that the other vehicles on his property are evidence of vandalism in his yard.  He also asked if the complainants have a grudge against him personally or is it against the condition of his property?  Member Lamphere replied that multiple unlicensed and junk vehicles have accumulated in his yard, and that was not in compliance with the Ordinance.  Mr. Petersen denied saying that he could have many vehicles in his yard as long as they were all licensed and registered.  Member Lamphere told him that the Council was trying to “clean up” the City so that all can enjoy its beauty.  Mayor Carlson told Mr. Miller that she expects him to abide by Ordinance No. 128 in the same manner that all residents have to.  Mr. Petersen told Mr. Miller that he could keep all of his vehicles if he stored them inside an enclosed shed or garage and that if junked vehicles are sitting in an open area, he would then be in violation.  He also stressed that it is a safety and health issue having junk vehicles sitting around.  

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:

• Member Larsen questioned why some residential areas are still zoned Agricultural rather than R-1?  Member More replied that the properties are zoned that way because of their size and location.

• Member Lamphere reported that the EDA is ready and willing to assist the Council on any upcoming projects.  Member More suggested that the EDA could start organizing the logistical information needed for a comprehensive plan.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Roger Petersen:  Mr. Petersen distributed proposed Ordinance No. 147 to replace Ordinance No. 128, the “debris ordinance”.  After much discussion, there was a motion by Member More and second by Member Larsen to approve Ordinance No. 147 subject to minor changes.  Motion carried unanimously.

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Carlson is inviting Council Members, EDA Commissioners, and Citizen Group members to participate in a retreat on Saturday, December 8th from 8:30 to 1:30 at City Hall.  

RESOLUTION NO. 11-2001 – “Cooperative Snow Removal on Trunk Highway 57 with the Minnesota Department of Transportation”:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Lamphere to approve Resolution No. 11-2001.  Motion carried unanimously.  

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER:  
• City Clerk was asked to contact the lady who fell on a sidewalk to get the exact location;

• whoever wishes to attend the SMLM general membership dinner will be reimbursed for their dinner;

• No action taken on the Small Cities annual membership.

BUDGET DISCUSSION:  discussion tabled until November 26th meeting

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Mayor Carlson to adjourn at 9:45 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

