MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, AUGUST 11, 2008

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Members Present:
Tom Gall




Annie Brannan




Bill Reding




James Jencks




Luke Nash

Others Present;  Virginia Markham, Kevin Lubahn, Steve Howard, Jim Mitchell, Bernita Reding, Dale Brannan, Randy Carlsen, Bill Angerman – WHKS, Jeff Kritzer – Baudler, Baudler, Maus & Blahnik, Matt Brekke and Cami Reber.

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda

4. (e) Approval of a Dance Permit for Mantorville Saloon was pulled.  This was approved at the last meeting.

Add 7. (h) Approval for campsite fee waiving for Brian Rettledge who will be here to work on the Normal School.

4. Consent Agenda

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Jencks to approve the Consent Agenda and Correspondence Items.  It was asked that clarification be made on the City Contractor License Approvals.  Cami will get clarified the State Contractors License Number and the dates for the certificate of insurance.  She will email Council Members those answers before she signs off on the permits.  Motion passed unanimously.

5. Correspondence 

Approved above with Consent Agenda

6. Public Comments

Virginia Markham, Senior Citizens Center, approached the Council for a donation to help pay the cost of the blacktopping project.  The total cost of the project is $6,517.  The Center has a bond in the amount of $4,000.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to donate $1,000 to the Mantorville Senior Citizens Center.  Motion passed unanimously.  

7. Old Business/New Business

a) Kevin Lubahn, Four Seasons Arena

Kevin Lubahn and Steve Howarth spoke in regards to the Four Seasons Ice Arena.  The Board is looking at putting together an equipment replacement plan.  The parking lot has been an issue for many years.  The board gets a lot of complaints on the condition of the lot.  They have been looking at ways to get this blacktopped.  A lot of different entities use the parking lot.  The board plans to approach those entities that would gain from this improvement.  The Council asked when the arena will break even or actually make a profit.  If it wasn’t for the bond payment, they would be seeing a profit.  The City is responsible for 4% of any overruns based on the Joint Powers Agreement.  Steve Howard is to come to the Council Workshop scheduled for August 23 @ 9:00 a.m. and present some preliminary numbers that the Council can look at for budgeting purposes.  
b) SJ Louis Construction Closeout on NW W/S Project

Jeff Kritzer, City Attorney, and Bill Angerman, City Engineer, were present to discuss the close out of the NW W/S Project.  He reviewed the communication that has taken place between the City and SJ Louis. Jeff felt that the supplemental pay request that SJ Louis is disputing should be kept as a separate issue.  Closing out the project would not affect any future disputes on the supplemental pay request that SJ Louis is claiming.  In Jeff’s opinion, the City’s position should be the work is done and we are going to make the final payment.  There are two outstanding items that are not SJ Louis’ responsibility.  That would be the two spring drainage issues.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Nash, to approve the final pay request to SJ Louis in the amount of $9,740 and to release the escrow amount of $48,582.57 closing out the NW W/S Project and beginning the two year maintenance period.  Motion passed unanimously.
c) Mantorville Relief Association Approval for a 1-4 day Temporary Liquor License

Motion made by Member Jencks, second by Member Nash to approve the 1-4 day temporary liquor license for the Mantorville Relief Association.  The License is for the annual Marigold Days Fireman’s dance.  License dates will be September 6 and 7 and the Relief has contracted with the Mantorville Saloon to serve the liquor.  Motion passed unanimously.

d) Personnel Policy

The Council discussed PTO conversion and short term disability.  It was a consensus to approve the Short term disability along with PTO conversion.  The PTO conversion would take place at a 3:1 rate for sick leave balance.  Member Brannan will bring the final draft to the next council meeting for approval.
e) Sign Ordinance, Section 150.085 Mantorville City Code

Mayor Gall submitted to the Council his recommended changes for discussion as well as further comments by Karen.  Some minor changes were made to wordage either inserting or taking out.  Banners and Lance would be considered as temporary signs.  Where the term business was used was changed to owner of sign.  A change was made from safety chain to safety device.  Elections signs were added under Permitted, All Districts.  Any sign that does not meet the Sign Ordinance would require a variance.  Display times for sandwich boards will be from sunrise to sunset.  One sign is allowed per structure.  If two businesses reside in one structure, the second business would be grandfathered in unless some change would take place with the current signs.  There shall be no more than one illuminated name plate measuring not more than 1 and ½ square feet in area.  Each entity is allowed one portable sign.  Each entity is allowed one sandwich board.  Proposed signs in the Historic District shall be submitted to the MRA by the City to be reviewed within 10 business days for the option of comment.  Motion made by Member Brannan second by Member Nash to approve Amending Ordinance No. 150.085.  Motion passed unanimously.          
f) Approval of Resolution 2008-11, A RESOLUTION APPROVING A LIMITED USE PERMIT FOR THE CITY OF MANTORVILLE BY THE COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTATION OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

The Welcome to Mantorville signs are being put in the MN Dot right of way.  In order to get approval by MN Dot for them, the City needs to get a limited use permit from them.  It was asked if these signs have been approved by the State or National Historical Society or do they even need to do so?  There may be some guidelines they have because we are a Historical town.  This is something Cami can check with SHPO on.  Do they have a drawing for the planters and electrical?  According to the limited use permit, MN Dot requires all plans and specs in which would include the planters and electrical.  Cami will contact Craig Hansen of MN Dot to make sure they have what they need.  Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Brannan to approve a conditional motion to accept Resolution 2008-11, A RESOLUTION APPROVING A LIMITED USE PERMIT FOR THE CITY OF MANTORVILLE BY THE COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTAION OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA based on the condition that Cami check with SHPO and make sure to check with MN Dot that everything we have here is going to meet their criteria, satisfy what they need.  It was suggested that maybe we should wait and get all of the answers before we approve anything.  As part of the motion, we will be getting the answers to the questions before the paperwork leaves the City. Member Reding would like to see what the electrical portion of this project is going to cost.  He would like that to come back to Council.  Motion passed 4-1 with Mayor Gall and Members Brannan, Jencks and Nash voting for and Member Reding voting against.
Council took a break from 8:00 – 8:07 p.m.

g) 2009 Budget
The draft budget that the Council received was input from the Finance Committee.  It is not complete but only a working document.  Matt submitted his wish list as well as potential 2009 street projects and a replacement schedule for equipment.  The Fire Department is asked to review their budget and recommendation for setting aside money for new fire trucks in the future.  Matt reviewed with the Council the city street budget for 2009.  $123,000 has been put into the Street CIP.  That will cover $5,000 for crack filling, $1,500 for striping, $6,000 for patch work, $10,000 for future seal coating and $100,000 for future mill and overlay projects.  This will give the City the chance to put dollars away for future large projects and keep maintenance on the current.  Short term disability needs to be added to the budget along with any changes the city may make towards health insurance.  Discussions will continue at the next Council Meeting.     
h) Campsite Approval (added to agenda)

Brian Rettledge will be here again this year to do work on the normal school.  He will be utilizing the campground.  The MRA is requesting that the campground fees be waived for the time he is here.  He will be arriving the Tuesday after Labor Day and will be staying about two weeks.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to waive the campground fee’s provided there is an open spot in the campground.  Motion passed unanimously.  
i) Citizen Letters regarding drainage 

The City received two letters from citizens in the Chestnut/Walnut area regarding drainage issues and water getting into their basements.  Council acknowledged that there is a problem there and further discussion will take place when discussing the drainage study.   

8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – None

b) City Clerk Report

· Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding for permission given for Karen to attend the seminar regarding Historical Preservation.  The payment will come from PZ Supplies line item.  Motion passed unanimously.

· Cami will be at training for the next Council Meeting, Karen will cover Council.

· National Night Out, very good outcome

· Reminder Fire Week, City Open House Oct 5-11

· Workshop on 23rd at 9:00 a.m.
c) Consultant Reports – None

d) Committee Reports

· Dam Committee – met and will get samples of sign some verbiage.  They would like to budget some dollars for dam safety such as a railing that was suggested be put in.  Cost estimates were given in the previous GGG reports.  
e) Council Member Reports

· Member Nash – gave an update on the meeting w/Dave McKnight regarding the 4 seasons arena.  He will be gone week of August 18th.
· Member Reding – none

· Member Jencks – commented on National Night Out, gave thanks to FD, quarterly group, EDA, and all others that were involved.  
· Member Brannan – none

f) Mayors Report

· Joint Venture Agreement not ready, still blanks to be filled in.  

· Spoke with operations person for this area for the Post Office.  Any change would be internal discussion and nothing has been decided.  Council suggested going to the federal level and get our voices heard and send a letter from the City voicing our concerns.

9. Discussion – None

Adjourn – Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Reding to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 

