MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH, 2001

7:30 P.M.

Members present:  Diane Carlson, Mark Lamphere, Julie Larsen, Bob More and Diane Wilke

Also present:  Roger Petersen, Jim Welch, Gary & Arlene Wallin, Randy Carlsen, Dale & Andrea Brannan, Gary Reihl, Faye Bigelow, Richard & Ella Finley, Ron Schrafel and Roger Nolte

AGENDA:  The agenda was accepted with no changes.

MINUTES – November 12th Meeting:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Larsen to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Lamphere to approve payment of the Warrant List in the amount of $10,789.89.  Motion carried unanimously.

ANNUAL CLUB LICENSE RENEWAL – VFW:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to approve renewing the Annual Club License for the VFW.  Motion carried unanimously.

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:


• Member Wilke thanked everyone for flowers that were sent to her son after his accident;

• Member Lamphere inquired about the possibility of Bob Walker plugging his truck into electricity at the Maintenance Shop and reimbursing the City for usage. Consensus of the Council was that they were not in favor of the request;

• Member Lamphere reported that Larry Gibson of Ottertail Electric Service had given a presentation on street lighting to the EDA earlier in the evening.  Arnold Zimmerman had also attended the EDA with an update on his plans.

GARY WALLIN – 141 County Road 12:  Mr. Wallin wanted the Council to know that he was not happy with the way the City Attorney, Roger Petersen, handled an assault case within the City of Mantorville.  Mr. Wallin feels that he is the victim and Mr. Petersen should have treated him as such.  Mr. Petersen explained that he was not Mr. Wallin’s personal attorney, that the only reason he was involved in this case was because it happened inside of the City limits, and that he had serious doubt as to whether Mr. Wallin was a victim as that term is defined by State law.  Mayor Carlson had to disrupt the conversation several times and remind Mr. Wallin that this was a City Council meeting not a courtroom.   In the end, Mr. Petersen told Mr. Wallin that he could bring a civil claim against the other party involved in the altercation if he so desires.

MAYOR’S REPORT:
• Mayor Carlson reported that she had attended an SMLM (Southeast Minnesota League of Municipalities) dinner meeting the previous week.  

• Mayor Carlson also reminded the Council of the retreat on Saturday, December 8th at City Hall beginning at 8:30 a.m.

• Mayor Carlson again reminded the Council that the 2002 Annual budget had to be finalized so that it could be certified to the County.

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member Wilke to move the jumbo CD from Eastwood State Bank to Kasson State Bank because of higher interest rates.  Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING – Annexation request by Richard & Ella Finley, 903 Hickory Lane:  Mr. & Mrs. Finley have requested to annex four (4) acres of land adjacent to the City on the western boundary.  Ron Schrafel asked the pros and cons of annexing the property.  Member More said that the property already receives City services such as snowplowing, etc. so it makes sense to annex it into the City even though city water and sewer could not be provided at this time.  There being no additional  comments, pro or con, there was a motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member Wilke to close the public hearing at 8:17 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.  Roger Petersen read thru a proposed draft of Ordinance No. 148 which would approve the annexation.  Member More reminded the Finley’s that it’s possible that in the not too far future that city services could be extended into that area and if that happens, the Finley’s and neighbors would have to connect on to those utilities.  Motion by Member More and second by Member Lamphere to approve granting the annexation request and adopting Ordinance No. 148 as submitted.  Member Larsen stated that it’s very important for the Council to proceed with developing a comprehensive plan.  Motion carried unanimously.

10 minute break

Gary Reihl asked several questions about the Council’s plans for community planning.  Andrea Brannan said the EDA is looking to assist with developing a comprehensive plan but doesn’t have enough money in their budget to hire outside assistance.

CITY CLERK’S REPORT, con’t:  
• The City Clerk reported that the condition of Fate’s property had improved, that Schwenke’s
 still had two (2) demo cars on their property and the condition of Goodman’s had not changed.  Mayor Carlson will meet with Sheriff Weber to go over the new debris ordinance and ask for their assistance in enforcing it.  Council agreed that the City should buy a digital camera to speed up photo production.

2002 ANNUAL BUDGET:  Council Members knew that they had to cut $22,750 from the proposed budget before giving final approval.  After much discussion it was decided to cut $3,000 from the EDA’s budget, $3,000 from General fund capital outlay, $2,500 from Park & Rec capital outlay, $5,000 from Street dept capital outlay, $1,000 from the City Clerk’s capital outlay and $8,250 from the Fire Department’s capital outlay.   The Resolution approving the budget will be ready for the December 10th meeting.

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Larsen to adjourn at 9:20 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

