
MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, AUGUST 28, 2006

6:30 PM

1.  Call to Order - Mayor Carlson called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.


Members Present:   Diane Carlson





Annie Brannan





Luke Nash





Ross Abel





Bill Reding


Others Present:  Tom Gall, Kent Keller, Gene and Donna Lushinsky, Brent Bulow, Jim Welch, Rich Balcome, Fire Chief Dale Brannan, Public Works Supervisor Matt Brekke, Assistant City Clerk Karen Khavari and City Clerk-Treasurer Cami Reber.

2.  Additions/Deletions to Agenda:  None

3.  Consent Agenda:  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Nash to accept the consent agenda as written.  Member Nash asked if we had an opinion from WHKS regarding the pay request for S.J. Louis.  City Clerk, Cami Reber told him it is not the final pay request.  Member Reding questioned if the amount left on the bond proceeds will cover the final pay request for S.J. Louis Company and pay for any additional work that needs to be done that S.J. Louis does not want to come back to do.  A punch list was done and on that list are items that still need to be fixed to put things back into preexisting conditions.  The City would not pay for something to be fixed that is part of the preexisting conditions.  The final pay request will be determined between WHKS, the City Engineering Firm, and S.J. Louis.  Those final numbers will be brought before the City Council at that time for approval.  Any discrepancies will be dealt with at that time.  Motion passed unanimously.  

4.  Correspondence:  FYI only.  No discussion.

5.  Public Concerns:  No public concerns.

6.  Old Business:  


A)  Budget - the budget discussions will be moved towards the end of the meeting for extensive talks.

7.  New Business:


A)  Minnesota Association of Small Cities - Membership - The City has been asked to join the Association.  In the past they have not been a member.  No action was taken.


B)  Matt Brekke’s Type 4 Operators License Certification - Matt Brekke, Public Works Supervisor, has received his Type 4 certification.  Council discussed passing on a .50 cent raise as has been done in the past when employee’s receive a license that pertains to their job.  The discussion will take place further during budget talks.


C)  Gambling Permit - Dodge County Pheasants Forever - Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the gambling permit for Pheasants Forever.  Motion passed unanimously.


D)  Resolution No. 2006-06, To Subdivide a City Lot, Gene Lushinksy – Mr. Lushinsky brought to planning and zoning a plan to resubdivide his parcel of land into more usable lots than what it is currently at.  Planning and Zoning is recommending to the City Council to approve the resubdivide.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Ross to pass Resolution No. 2006-06, A RESOLTUION TO SUBDIVIDE A CITY LOT.  Motion passed unanimously.  


E)  Resolution No. 2006-07 - A Conditional Use Permit - Zero Lot Line, Gene Lushinsky – Mr Lushinsky brought to Planning and Zoning an application for a Conditional Use permit to allow him to build a duplex on a zero lot line between lots 3 and 4.  This is a permitted use.  Planning and Zoning is making the recommendation to the Council to approve the Conditional Use.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Mayor Carlson to approve Resolution No. 2006-07, A RESOLUTION FOR A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR A ZERO LOT LINE.  Motion passed unanimously.


F)  Recommendation for reconsideration of River Vista Subdivision - Member Brannan asked the Council to reconsider the preliminary plat for River Vista Subdivision.  After the last Council Meeting, Member Brannan had unanswered questions in which she contacted City Attorney Lee Bjorndal and City Staff Karen Khavari who is also the chair of the Planning and Zoning Committee.  Upon receiving the information, she asked to have the item put back on the agenda for reconsideration of the preliminary plat.  Member Reding requested a ten minute closed session.  The Mayor responded that you cannot have a closed session for this.  Member Reding stated that he did not wish to talk about the specific topic at an open meeting.  Again, the Mayor responded that you cannot have a closed session.    Member Brannan stated that at the previous Council meeting she voted against approval of the preliminary plat for River Vista Subdivision due to her not having enough information and questions unanswered.  She has since received those answers and would like the item brought back for reconsideration.  She did consult with the city attorney to ask the appropriate way to handle this and because she voted nay at the previous meeting she could ask for a reconsideration of the plat.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Carlson to reopen the preliminary plat of River Vista.  Motion passed with Members Brannan, Carlson, Abel and Nash voting aye, and Member Reding voting nay.  The preliminary plat for River Vista Subdivision was reopened for consideration.  The biggest issue at hand is the use of the 30 foot easement Mr. Keller has a right to and the construction of the private road.  The variance, which was an issue that it would not be done before hand, will take care of the construction standards for the private drive by meeting the minimum standards allowed for such roads.  The standards will be set to allow for the safest and best road and assure access for fire protection and other public services.  The minimum standards do meet all such criteria.  There was also an issue that some members wanted to see the vacated Madison Street reopened.  That issue is not part of the preliminary plat at this stage.  Member Reding inquired about the vacated easement on Madison Street that Mr. Keller has a right to which gives him access to two lots.  With the preliminary plat, he will now be able to access more than two lots which will now change the description of that road.  According to Karen, Assistant City Clerk, and her conversation with City Attorney Lee Bjorndal regarding Mr. Keller having access to more than two lots that is not an issue.  It does not matter how many lots or what is down there with regard to access to his land.  Mr. Keller has a right to get to any parts of his land through the easement.  Member Nash commented on the continued maintenance of the private road and wants to know who is responsible; will it be written down; and who do we contact on that?  It should be maintained to City Standards and if it is not followed to that level, who is responsible and what are the options?  Staff is to get that question answered.  Tom Gall stated that during a discussion with Mr. Keller and Mr. Bulow that there is a way to potentially get a public street in there that is acceptable to Mr. Keller and Mr. Bulow as well as the other neighbors in the area.   He feels it is something that can be explored and will make all parties involved happy and not have to deal with a private road.  Mr. Gall asked that it be an amendment to the final plat.
Member Reding stated he feels that if we bring it up now to be reconsidered, he wished he could of went into closed session with this, but the Council does not seem to understand what a lot of the public thinks.  With the NW project, they wonder how much the City Council was paid.  And now if we reconsider this preliminary plat, how much is Mr. Keller paying you?  Mayor Carlson expressed how inappropriate that statement is and how Mr. Redings behavior is embarrassing to the council.  Motion made by Member Abel to accept the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Commission to accept the preliminary plat of River Vista with the required stipulations.  Motion was seconded by Mayor Carlson.  Mr. Reding stated that he feels this is wrong.  That we have our orders written down in how things are to be ran, reconsidering is totally wrong and showing favoritism towards a third party.  Mayor Carlson commented that Mr. Reding needs to understand the processes that go on in the City more before making any comments.  Motion passed with Mayor Carlson, Members Brannan, Abel, and Nash voting for and Member Reding voting against.  Mayor Carlson apologized to Mr. Keller on behalf of the City Council for Mr. Reding’s comment.
8.  TBD


A)  Mayor’s Report - Nothing


B)  Clerks Report - Cami reported that the EDA had received resignations from Member Carlson and Member Khavari.  Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Abel to accept the resignations of the two EDA members.  Motion passed unanimously with Mayor Carlson abstaining from the vote.


Council Members Report - 



Member Abel - Nothing



Member Brannan - She stated for the record that she has never accepted money or favors as a member of the City Council or any other board.  She has never met Mr. Keller before and until tonight has never had a conversation with him.



Member Nash - Nothing



Member Reding – Questions regarding the sirens sounding after the last storm past through Mantorville.  
C) Committee & Board Reports – None

9.  Executive Session – None

10. Discussion – Budget Discussions – Council discussed the 2007 budget.  Some items included;
· Realize the investment funds available to reduce General Government.

· We wont be able to go without some sort of increase in 2007.

· The wish lists were incorporated into budget line items.

· Use Liquor Store investment towards the culvert clean out project

· New meters/transpondents/Hot Rod System upgrade

· Cost of Comprehensive Plan

· Cost of CIP

· Fire Hall/City Hall Study

· John Deere Tractor – budget over time
· 5th Street East Improvements

· Water line in front of Hubbell House

· WWTP Feasability Study

· NW Annexation

Health Insurance will be increasing somewhere in the 3-5% ranges.  An exact amount has not been given.

The Council will be considering these and other items and finalize the preliminary budget at the September 11, 2006 meeting.  The approved preliminary budget needs to be certified to the County by September 15, 2006.

Adjourn – Motion made by Member Abel, second by Member Brannan to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.


