MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2008

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Members Present:

Tom Gall





Annie Brannan





Bill Reding





Jamie Jencks

 Others Present: Gretta Becay – DC Star Record, Jim Welch, Mike Grant, Jim Mitchell, Robert Lermon, Don Swanson, Ron Schrafel, Gary Sullivan, Rich Balcome, Luke Nash, Cresta Melcher, Randy Carlson – DCI, Paul Larson, Dave Wilcox, Jodie Starch, Tim Hruska – WHKS, Matt Brekke – Public Works Supervisor and Cami Reber – City Clerk Treasurer.
2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda

Addition’s to Executive Session include an update by Member Reding on information he received after the last meeting, update by Member Gall on litigation as well as a repot of a meeting being held with the City and School District, and 2007 staff reviews completed by Personnel Committee.
3. Consent Agenda


Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Jencks to approve the Consent Agenda as follows; Warrant list of March 10, 2008 and February 26, 2008, Council Meeting Minutes of February 25, 2008 and Special Council Meeting Minutes of February 20, 2008.  Motion passed unanimously.

4. Correspondence – FYI

5. Public Concerns – None

6. Public Hearing

a) 6:30 PM – Amended 150.085 Sign Regulations

Mayor Gall opened the Public Hearing at 6:30 PM.  He asked if there was anyone present who is for the ordinance.  Dale Brannan responded.  No one was present who is against the ordinance.  No one was present to submit documents.  No one was present who wanted to speak.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Jencks to close the public hearing.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to table the amended sign ordinance until the next City Council meeting.
7. Old Business/New Business

a) Council Seat Appointment


The City received three applications for the open Council seat position which was resigned by Sarah Leitzen due to her work schedule.  The appointment was re opened at the last meeting due to the City receiving an application for the seat past the due date.  Applications were received by Luke Nash, Jim Maxson and Andrew Galbus.  Only Luke Nash and Jim Maxson were present at the meeting.  Each Council member was given a chance to ask questions of the two applicants before the appointment was made.  Motion was made by Mayor Gall, second by Member Jencks to appoint Luke Nash to the open council seat.  Motion passed unanimously.  

b) Swearing in of new Council Member – 


Luke Nash was sworn in by the City Clerk.

c) Park Board presentation of 5-year plan/other items


Cresta Melcher, Chair of the Mantorville Park Board, presented the Park Boards 5-year plan to the City Council.  The plan is on file at City Hall.  Included in the plan is the continued upkeep to the parks and future improvements.  Two items the Park Board would like to see is that the RV Park be given to the Park Board for their jurisdiction.  They would like to be able to give it attention as they do the other City parks although, the income stream would stay as it is.  Park Board would also like to see the covered bridge and goat island given to them for jurisdiction once ownership is established.  The Park Board feels these items are neglected and if in the jurisdiction of the Park Board, can be incorporated into their 5-year plan with their action items.  Motion made by Mayor Gall, second by Member Reding that the RV park be moved to Park Board jurisdiction pending the confirmation on any dedication being done on the RV Park.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Mayor Gall second by Member Jencks to approve the Park Board 5-year plan.  Motion passed unanimously.  


Cresta asked that there be more thought put into the next budget process and better instructions on how the Council would like the board to proceed.  Last year the park board had to keep changing things only to have the final draft vetoed.  She also commented about the lack of involvement that the Park Board had with the Comprehensive Plan.  Member Brannan stated that she believes Planning and Zoning is beginning the review of the Comprehensive Plan this year and that any changes the Park Board wants to make should be given to Planning and Zoning.  
d) City Engineer WHKS – Tim Hruska



Drainage Study – Clarification on Scope


Tim Hruska presented the council with the city base map showing the outline of the drainage area that has been a problem in the past.  He asked for clarification on the scope of the study that the Council is looking for.  The Council agreed that they need to focus on the existing issues in the area of Chestnut to Main Street and Third Street to a bit north on Highway 57.  Motion made by Mayor Gall, second by Member Brannan to direct WHKS to produce a PSA for a site specific drainage study and list out different options with different costs.  The payment of this study is to come from the CIP Fund.  Member Reding would like to see this PSA go out for bid.  He feel’s that we may be able to get a better deal with construction being tight.  Member Nash feel’s that by putting this out for bid, another company would take so long to come up to speed with what the City wants that it wouldn’t do the project justice.  Motion passed with Mayor Gall and Members Brannan, Jencks and Nash voting for and Member Reding voting against.  


5th Street East Sewer Line Extension 

      Tim handed out an old plan that Yaggy Colby had handed out in 1997 showing possible options for extending City sewer lines to service the Mantor/Bergmann Drive area.  Option A doesn’t service Mantor Drive unless a lift station is put in.  If the Council is interested in moving forward with something like this, the first step would be a feasibility study.  The Council can either choose to initiate the project themselves or wait for citizens to petition for it.  The feasibility study would show the options available and approximate costs.  Member’s would like to see the residents in that area come to a public hearing on the project to hear their concerns.  It was the consensus of the Council that WHKS submit a Professional Service Agreement for a scope of study to be completed in anticipation of a feasibility study being done on the extension of City sewer lines east of town.  Once a scope is submitted, the Council will look at holding an informational meeting for the residents in the Mantor and Bergmann Drive area.  


7th Street Project


Tim discussed the Professional Services Agreement for the 7th Street Project.  Alternatives to doing this project in 2008 were discussed such as directing traffic to 9th Street by adding stop signs to every block on 7th or turn 7th Street into a one way street.  The timing of this project is important as it is a large project and there are area’s along 7th that have some drainage issues and need to be dealt with.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to table this until the next meeting so members have some time to review.  Motion passed unanimously.



2007 Mantorville Flood Project


Tim is still waiting for input from the State regarding the percentage of time required by FEMA for the engineers to be on site in order to move forward with the flood projects.  The first project is the slope stability along the river upstream form the dam.  There is an area on 5th Street that will get some road and culvert repair which they are waiting to get the go ahead from the State Historical Society.  The Covered Bridge abutment repairs are also tied to inspection time required.  He hopes to have answers answer’s for next council meeting.  This is just an update at this time.



Update on discussion w/City of Kasson


An update was given on the meeting with the Mantorville City Engineer and staff and Kasson City Engineer and staff to review the WWTF study completed by WHKS.  Kasson is reviewing this and a meeting will be set up in May to meet again to get further input from Kasson and see if and where we move from there.



Service Agreements for Overlay Projects


A PSA was submitted for the mill and overlay project.  This was already planned for in the 2008 budget.  A PSA needed to be done to comply with the County requirements.  The work will be done in conjunction with the County doing Clay Street.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to approve the PSA for 2008 Pavement Restoration in the amount of $4,700.  Motion passed unanimously.
Council took a break at 8:25 – 8:35.
e) Mantorville Dam – comments from Park Board and MRA


Cami is to confirm the date that GGG will bring back plans on the dam.  Council would like to see them at the early April meeting versus the second one due to the nearness of the construction season.  Both the Park Board and MRA will be notified of this so they can be in attendance.  GGG is in contact with the State Historical Society regarding the dam being listed on the National Register and the effect of changes being made to it.  GGG is waiting to hear back. 
f) Dale Brannan, MFD – Application for Grant


The Fire Department will be submitting paperwork for a grant that would help pay part of the cost of the new fire truck.  The chances are not good for getting a grant but there is a possibility if the grant is written up right.  The application is due the beginning of April and if accepted, it is a fast turnover.  The Fire Department would need the funds right away.  They need to be able to list how much money they have available.  It is the consensus of the Council that if the grant is awarded to the FD, the funds needed by the Fire Department to satisfy it will be given to them.    

g) Donation for the Easter Egg Hunt 


Motion made by Member Jencks, second by Member Reding to donate $200 to the Chamber for the Easter Egg hunt.  Member Nash suggested that next year this request go to the EDA and a letter suggesting such be sent to the Chamber with the check.

h) 2008 Committee Appointments


Appointments for 2008 are as follows:  In regards to the Park Board – Jamie would step off if it was under the understanding that if Luke or Bill could not attend, Jamie be notified to attend.  


Vice Mayor – Brannan



Chamber – Nash and Brannan, alternate


EDA – Jencks and Brannan


Finance/Budget – Gall and Nash


Fire Department – Jencks and Reding 


Infrastructure – Brannan and Reding


Summit – Gall and Reding


Personnel – Gall and Brannan


KM Rec Joint Powers – Gall 


Township – Gall


MRA – Nash and Brannan, alternate


Park – Reding and Nash


FD Relief – Reding


Planning and Zoning – Nash


Grant Committee – Nash and Jencks  

Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to approve the 2008 appointments as listed above.  Motion passed unanimously.

8. TBD

a) Public Works Report 


Quotes for the loader came in a little higher with the tax.  Matt is asking for an additional $1,200.  Motion made by Member Jencks, second by Member Brannan to approve the money and take it from CIP.  Motion passed unanimously.

b) City Clerk Report 


City Leadership meeting, March 20 @ 7:00 pm.  Post as a quorum of Council Members.  This is not a Council Meeting and it will not be called to order.  Discussion needs to be had between the City Advisory groups on projects going on.


Update on the water tower property – designation of Mantor Field as open space was found.  What the exact designation area is at this time is unclear and being reviewed by the City Attorney.

Cable Channel update – the channel can not be used for non commercial purposes per KM Telecom franchise agreement.

MN DOT – not heard response


Auditor will be here this week


Note from Mike Bubany regarding market value basis and tax value basis on voter approved bonds.  This has changed and they are now calculated like all levy’s where the commercial property pays more than a residential.  Before, it was spread evenly amongst all property owners.  
c) Consultant Report – None
d) Committee Report – Member Reding submitted a summary of Park Board and Fire Department happenings.  

e) Council Members


Reding – None


Jencks – None


Brannan – update on Alternative Energy forum attended by Brannan and Reding; an information note to the Council that the specs for the new fire truck, which is a 70 page document, was written up by two people on the Fire Department.  This was all done by volunteers.  Chuck Larson and Russ Lucas should be commended on all the work they put into it.  An estimated 100 hours were put in on this.  The Council extends a big thank you.
f)  Mayors Report – Mayor Gall reported on the activities of the Dodge County Trail Association and those activities at the State and House level.
9. Executive Session – 

a) Evaluation Reports finished and will be given to staff.
b) Discussion on two members of MFD and potential actions that may be considered.  Motion made by Member Reding for the two individuals to come into compliance within nine months or they will be dismissed.  Friendly amendment by Member Brannan that if the Fire Board determines that they should be terminated at this time, the Council will support that decision.  A second friendly amendment by Mayor Gall that if fire board agrees with the timing for the compliance and if they should stray within that 9 months, they can be terminated.  Motion passed unanimously.
c) Litigation with KM School district - No action.

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.

