MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, JUNE 23RD, 2003

7:30 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Diane Carlson, Julie Larsen, Luke Nash, Bob More and Diane Wilke

ALSO PRESENT:  Dale Brannan, Elizabeth Oolman, Cresta Melcher, Roger Petersen, Rick Engstrom, Tim Montour, Terry Brady, Karen Watson, Randy Carlsen, Steve Milde, Gene Wente, Darren Durst, Tony Bigelow, Rick and Cindy Erickson, Joe Waugh and Annie Brannan

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:  add Darren Durst at 8:15

MINUTES – June 9th Meeting:  City Attorney Roger Petersen asked that a sentence be added to the last full paragraph just before the Mayor’s Report.  The sentence is to read “However, Mr. Petersen also urged the Mayor and members of the Council to keep him informed of City or department activities or decisions which could have legal ramifications.”  Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to approve the Minutes with the additional statement.  Motion carried with Members Larsen, Nash, More and Wilke voting aye and Mayor Carlson voting nay.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Larsen to approve payment of the Warrant list in the amount of $24,982.80.  Motion carried unanimously.
EDA MINUTES – April 2nd Meeting:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Larsen to accept the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER: 
∙ Mention of the SMLM meeting in Winona on July 29th - Motion by Member More and second by Mayor Carlson that the City pay the expenses of anyone wishing to attend.  Motion carried unanimously.

∙ Mayor Carlson reported that she had talked with Mark Gamm, Dodge County Environmental agent, and a rep from the MPCA after the last Council meeting.  The City Engineer was asked to do a follow-up prior to the November deadline to assure compliance with John Gergen’s  wetland replacement plan. 

PARK BOARD – Elizabeth Oolman:   Ms Oolman reported that the Park Board had met with the City’s maintenance department to discuss installation of a piece of the new playground equipment sometime in July. Because of a scheduling conflict, volunteers may be required to do the installation along with an independent contractor to oversee the construction.  Questions about insurance for the volunteers were tabled until later in the meeting when our agent would be present.  Ms Oolman asked Mr. Petersen about the Park Board’s authority to do fundraising to be used toward the cost of new playground equipment.  Mr. Petersen said that the powers of a Park Board are established by State statute 412.501.  He also suggested that the Park Board review any Ordinances that the City currently has for Parks and/or Park Board and bring them up to date.  A question came up about the money that has been raised to date – the Park Board was reassured that the money is designated for playground equipment and will be used only for that purpose.  
PUBLIC HEARING – Garbage Haulers:  Mayor Carlson explained that the reasons the Council was researching the possibility of limiting the number of garbage haulers was because of safety concerns and the damage done to the City’s streets by so many heavy trucks being in the residential neighborhoods.  A to Z Sanitation was represented by Steve Milde, Superior/Onyx was represented by Terry Brady and Waste Management was represented by Gene Wente.  Mr. Wente stated that the quality of service may be impacted by limiting the number of haulers and that letting the residents  make their own decisions worked out the best.  The haulers agreed that it wouldn’t take them too long to put together a bid if the Council decides to do an RFP.  Mr. Wente also responded that it seems to work better if the hauler bills the residents instead of the City.  

EDGEWOOD ESTATES – Tony Bigelow:  Mr. Bigelow was present to request that the City consider letting the new homes from outside of the City limits hook into the City’s wastewater treatment plant.  City Engineer Rick Engstrom said that from an engineering standpoint, the project was feasible and that the conversation shouldn’t go any further until the Council decided whether or not they were interested in providing the service.  Mayor Carlson said that public safety along 5th Street East was a major concern with the proposed increase of traffic and suggested that the developer might install a walking trail into the City. Before making any commitment, Mr. Bigelow would need to talk with the partners.  Member More said that this is an opportunity for the City to get some revenue and Member Nash said that he sees no problem with the project.  Mr. Bigelow stated that it might not be cost effective if only the 18 homes on the south side of 5th Street were allowed to connect and not the larger development on the north side of the road.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Nash to proceed with discussion with the developers in order to establish connection rates for the first 18 lots and that the developer be aware of the citizen’s request for a pathway along the road.  Motion carried unanimously.
ANNUAL INSURANCE RENEWAL – Joe Waugh:  Mr. Waugh explained the changes in the insurance business over the past couple years and how it affects premiums.  He will meet with Member More and Mark Stevens to go over valuations of property and equipment.  Member Larsen asked about coverage for volunteers that will be putting the playground equipment together.  Mr. Waugh suggested that the City should get extra worker’s compensation coverage for the volunteers but that the independent contractor should provide a certificate of insurance to the City.  
OLDE TYME DAYS – Darren Durst:  Mr. Durst came before the Council to thank them for use of Riverside Park for the tractor pull.  Since this event was so successful, he plans to do it again next year.

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:  
∙ Motion by Member More and second by Mayor Carlson to bill the sewer charges gallon for gallon based on water usage.  Motion carried with Mayor Carlson and Members Larsen, More and Wilke voting aye and Member Nash voting nay.
∙ reminded Council that she will be out of the office the week of July 14th to attend the Clerk’s Institute;

∙ said that some monies will have to be distributed to other banks in order to be insured.

COUNCIL REPORTS:


∙ Sheriff Thompson will be at the July 14th Council meeting;

∙ Member Larsen asked about adding a section to the dog ordinance about the owner’s having to be responsible for cleaning up after their dogs;

∙ Member Wilke explained her accounting methods for the donations made to the Playground Equipment fund.  Member Larsen thanked her for all the work she did while she was a Park Board member.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Roger Petersen:  says that he feels the Park Board is now on the right track and moving forward.

Member Wilke asked when Chris Callahan had been hired to do the mowing and who approved the hiring?  After much discussion, there was a motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to approve hiring Mr. Callahan for the mowing season.  Motion carried with Members Larsen, More and Wilke voting aye and Mayor Carlson and Member Nash voting nay.  Mayor Carlson commented that the Council should be clearer as to hiring practices.

CLOSED SESSION FOR ANNUAL PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS OF DAVE LETH, CHERYLL SELLE AND MARK STEVENS:   Cheryll Selle requested the meeting to be open so that she could be present during the evaluation.  Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to approve a 4% wage increase for Selle and to grant an additional two (2) days vacation time for longevity.  Motion carried unanimously.
CLOSED MEETING FOR ANNUAL PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS OF DAVE LETH AND MARK STEVENS:  all Members present and also Roger Petersen.

REGULAR OPEN MEETING RESUMED:  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Mayor Carlson to approve a 4% wage increase for Dave Leth and Mark Stevens and to grant an additional four (4) days vacation time for Leth’s longevity and three (3) days for Steven’s longevity.  Motion carried unanimously.
CLOSED MEETING TO DISCUSS PENDING OR THREATENED LITIGATION:  All members present plus City Attorney Roger Petersen and City Clerk-Treasurer Cheryll Selle.

REGULAR MEETING RESUMED AT 10:12

MAYOR’S REPORT:

∙ reported that she had received a lot of questions about the installation of the water meters; Council reiterated that only a licensed plumber was allowed to install the meters.

∙ asked that the map presented by Rick Erickson re easing the traffic situation around the  Hubbell House be available for the July 14th Council meeting.

ADJOURN:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Larsen to adjourn at 10:20 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

