MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY APRIL 26, 2010
6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Nash called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
Members Present: Luke Nash, Annie Brannan, Bill Reding, Linda Schmidt and Chuck Bradford

Others Present:  Bill McHugh, John Bishop, Quinita Kase, Tara Lindquist, Gretta Becay, Mike Stupka – DC Assessor’s Office, Wendell Engelstad – DC Assessor, Tim Hruska, Bill Angerman, Adam Hovden and Cami Reber.

2. Pledge of Allegiance - Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda – Remove the MFD Meeting Minutes of February 3, 2010 as they are incomplete.
4. Consent Agenda

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Schmidt to approve the consent agenda as follows with the removal of the February Fire Department Meeting Minutes.  

Question by Member Reding asking if the EDA noticed an increase in tourism due to the extra advertising done.  Member Brannan said yes there was.  She was told that there were comments that people came to town because they saw the advertisement on TV or through other magazine advertising.  They are very pleased with the response they got.
a) City Council Meeting Minutes April 12, 2010
b) Warrant List April 22, 2010
c) Dodge County Board of Commissioners Agenda April 23, 2010
d) PZ Meeting Minutes March 15, 2010

e) EDA Meeting Minutes April 6, 2010

f) MFD Meeting Minutes March 3, 2010

g) Park Board Meeting Minutes March 30, 2010

h) April Utility Disconnections

i) DC Planning Commission Public Hearing Notice, May 5, 2010

Motion passed unanimously.  

5. Public Concerns - None
6. Public Hearing 
a) 6:30 – 7:30 LBAE – Local Board of Appeal and Equalization

Wendell Engelstad, Dodge County Assessor, was present for the 2010 LBAE.  He reminded the audience and the Council that the 2010 valuation of property is for taxes payable in 2011.  All comments should be directed to the City Council and they can make any decisions on adjustments to property classification and/or valuation.  Any appeals would come to the County level and that hearing is set for June 15.  He explained that they do massive appraising and not individual appeal appraising.  Mike Stupka was also present from the Assessor’s office.  Mayor Nash asked if anyone was present for the LBAE hearing.

Quanita Kase – 920 Walnut Street.  Her home is on one lot and she also owns the empty lot that is behind her home which is addressed at 919 West Street.  In 2008 the empty lot went from $1,200 to $12,900 and she doesn’t understand why.  Mike Stupka explained that the increase came about because of the reevaluation of land which affected everybody.  She can request to have the lots taxed together on one tax statement because they are adjoining front to back and in the same subdivision.  They would revalue it based on one lot instead of two.  This does not change the legal description of the property.  The change is just on the taxing level.  The county requires the taxes for 2010 be paid before they do this.  It is their recommendation to the board that they allow her to value it as one lot.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to have her lots treated as one and go through the process in 4 years to combine.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Reding to close the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization at 7:30 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.    
7. Old Business/New Business
a) 5th Street Sewer Extension Project Plans and Specs

Bill Angerman handed out the proposed project schedule and discussed the timing of the project and what needs to be done when and by whom.  The draft plans and specs were handed out and reviewed with Council.  He noted that due to the type of funding for this project, we will be required to have full time observation on this job.    
Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Schmidt to approve the plans and specs and advertise for bids.  Motion passed 4-1 with Member Brannan abstaining. 

Bill McCue, 420 Mantor Drive, asked how many grinder pumps will be put in and some discussion took place regarding the placement of the sewer lines.  
b) Finance Committee recommendation for allocation of fund balance increase 

Member Brannan discussed the Finance Committee’s recommendation for allocation of the increase in fund balance at year end 2009.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to approve Resolution 2010-05, A RESOLUTION APPROVING GENERAL FUND TRANSFERS.  Motion passed unanimously.  


Council discussed how they want to handle further spending for 2010.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding that anything over $1,000 needs to come through the Finance Committee.  Member Bradford feels that is pretty high.  Mayor Nash noted that after a few $1,000 items spent, the departments are going to use up their budgets pretty fast.  Motion failed with Member Brannan voting for and Mayor Nash, and Member’s Reding, Bradford and Schmidt voting against.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Schmidt to put in place a $250 spending limit.  Anything over $250 needs to be approved by the Finance Committee and anything over $2,000 has to be approved by the City Council.  Motion passed unanimously.


The Fire Department has made the recommendation to take the $1,000 from the small tools line item and transfer it to training.  The Finance Committee agreed with this recommendation and is forwarding that on to Council.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Schmidt to approve the transfer of $1,000 from the FD small tools budget to FD training budget.  Motion passed unanimously.  

c) Approval of Karl Huppler to EDA

Karl Hupplers term on EDA is up the end of April.  The EDA has approved and is making the recommendation to the City Council that he continue in his seat as there are no other applicants.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bradford to approve Karl Huppler for a six year term to the Mantorville EDA.  Motion passed unanimously.  
d) Request for decrease rate on Shelter Reservation

The Community Celebration Church of Byron has reserved the Riverside Park Shelter for 12 dates during the summer months.  They asked if the City had a reduced fee for bulk reservations.  Member Brannan commented that if we aren’t willing to give a break on our own non profits in town, then why would we give anyone else a break.  Member Bradford suggested we should set a policy that states that if you reserve the shelter so many times, then there would be a reduction in the fee.  That way everyone would have an opportunity to be included in on the break.  Member Reding recommends that this be sent to the Park Board for their recommendation.  Mayor Nash asked that the Park Board review this request and make a recommendation to the City.  This will be tabled until the Park Board comes up with a recommendation to the Council.  
8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – Adam reported on the following:

· Adam passed his class D water license.  He will be taking the WW Class and testing for his class D license in June.  
· The park bathrooms were opened on the 22nd along with the Mantor Field concession stand.  The hot water heater broke at the concession stand.  

· May 10 is flushing of hydrants and May 22 is brush clean up.

· Dave will be gone on vacation from the 28th through May 7. 
· Bid from Swenke to fix manhole $7.500 – it will be the full manhole unless they can just fix the top sections.  He doesn’t think he will be able to use the top sections. 
· There are two hydrants that need to be raised located at Clay and 8th Street and on Chestnut.  Council questioned digging it out and relandscaping to save money but Adam said that won’t work.  The cost of each extension is $750 per extension.  

· Adam submitted his list of items for yearly street repairs.  Normal patching and striping plus some other areas that need to be repaired.  He is within his budget of $12.500 for yearly patching.  He is to check with the State regarding repairs to a catch basin because it might be there responsibility. Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve Adam’s street repair request for 2010.  Motion passed unanimously.  

b) City Clerk Report – Cami reported on the following:
· Informed Council of the cost to repair the WWTP pump.

· Mantorville Township to sign Orderly Annexation Agreement at their next meeting.
· Complaints of people parking overnight in the different park lots.  Should we have the park signs put up in all of the parks?  This will be brought up to the Park Board.

· Call from Sheriff who got a request for bow fishing within the City.  We have no ordinances on this.  Council said we would not do anything about it at this time unless it starts to cause a problem.  

· Complaints of RV’s parking on City Streets.  Our ordinance doesn’t address this so I am reviewing this for the future.

· May 3rd is Council Retreat.

· Permission for staff to attend a flood plain training workshop in Faribault on May 13.  The workshop is free but there will be mileage reimbursement.  City Hall will be closed all day.  Consensus of Council to approve this.
c) Consultant Report 

Bill Angerman and staff of WHKS are preparing a response to the MPCA regarding the letter the City received.  It will be discussed at the Monday, May 3 retreat.  All council members will receive a copy of the letter.  
d) Committee Report

· MRA – there are concerns with the moving of the structure project. 
· PZ – still working on the manufactured homes ordinance and working on comp plan.  There is a rumor that a trailer is gone from the trailer park.  Cami will check on.
e) Council Member Report

· Member Bradford – none

· Member Brannan – None

· Member Bradford – None

· Member Schmidt – has heard a lot of complaints on demolished buildings that haven’t been cleaned up.  
f) Mayor Report – Mayor Nash reported on the following:

· There are light out complaints – are they getting to where they need to go?  
· SEMLM is Thursday, let him know if you are interested in going with him.
· Park and Trail clean up date is being rescheduled due to rain.  

· Had a short conversation of potential buyer of the school.
9. Executive Session - None
10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bradford to adjourn at 8:30 PM. Motion passed unanimously.  
