MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, JUNE 11, 2007

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Members Present:
Tom Gall





Nancy Bauman





Annie Brannan





Bill Reding





Sarah Leitzen

Others Present:  James Welch, Dale Brannan, Trish Morrow, Jarad Hindal, Cresta Mehlcher, James Jencks, Randy Carlson, City Attorney Lee Bjorndal and Clerk Treasurer Cami Reber.

2. Additions/Deletions to agenda – 


Add – 
1) Approval of 5th Street W Closing for Old Tyme Days



2) Newsletter distribution to the Township



3) Approval of closing of 4th Street on August 18 

3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Leitzen, second by Member Bauman to approve the consent agenda.  Discussion took place regarding the bill received from Fangman Survey Company and a bill for supplies bought for the park bathrooms.  Motion passed unanimously to accept the consent agenda as written.
4. Correspondence – FYI only.

5. Public Concerns – None

6. Old Business and New Business

a) Jared Hindal/Trish Morrow; towing of vehicle from City Park lot – City Staff towed a vehicle from Riverside Park that was parked there for several days. Staff had called the Sheriff’s Department to have them run the plates so the owner could be located and asked about why the vehicle was parked there.  The plates came back as unregistered and because staff did not know the status of the vehicle they had it towed from the Park.  The owner, Jared Hindal, was present to ask the Council for reimbursement of the towing charge of $47.50 because he did not break any laws or park rules.  He was parking in the lot during business hours as he ride shares to his job.  He followed the park rules that are posted on the sign and did not park overnight.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the reimbursement of the towing charge to Jared Hindal in the amount of $47.50.  Motion passed unanimously.  
b) Mantorville Brewery Water Leak/Forgiveness on bill – Tod Fyten, owner of the Mantorville Brewery explained what had happened with the pipe breakage that caused a large water loss inside the brewery.  The water did go down the drain and into the WWTP.  Mr. Fyten did submit a claim to his insurance company for reimbursement but the claim was denied.  Mr. Fyten is asking that a portion or all of his bill be forgiven due to the financial restraints in getting the brewery up and going.  Member Brannan stated that the water did go down the drain therefore the City should not reimburse for anything.  The City will help with the late fee accumulation and set up a payment plan if necessary.  Member Reding agreed with Member Brannan.  Mayor Gall commented that he has looked into what other cities do and they offer some sort of forgiveness policy for these instances.  Mayor Brannan stated that if the Council decides to offer a forgiveness policy then they need to go back and offer that same sort of thing to others who experienced high water usage due to a pipe break.  Member Bauman stated that the Council needs to set up a policy in regards to a water line/pipe break in a home or building when there is no one to attend to it.  The Council will hold off on a decision until a policy is discussed further.

Mr. Fyten also explained the status of the Brewery and what he hopes to be   
happening in the near future.  He wanted direction from the Council in setting 
up tours and obtaining a growlers permit.  The Council encourages new 
business and looks forward to the Brewery being up and running in a more 
permanent situation.

c) Request from Park Board, Cresta Melcher – Cresta Melcher, Chair of the Mantorville Park was present to ask the Council for permission to use Fire Department equipment in watering of the tree’s at Slingerland Park.  There is currently no water source available for tree watering and there will be additional tree’s located in Bergmann and Dennison Park that will need watering.  The Fire Department has approved the use as long as the Council is ok with it.  The watering will be done by either Matt or Dave who also happen to be on the Fire Department and are familiar with the equipment.  Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Member Brannan to approve the use of FD Equipment for watering tree’s in the park.  Motion passed unanimously.

d) Dale Brannan, MFD; Safety Committee Request – The MFD Safety Committee is asking that the parking spot in front of the Old Towne Café and the Chocolate Shop be removed as it is a visibility issue for the Fire Trucks when they have to turn onto Highway 57.  The Council discussed the issue and until the south end of the fire hall door is installed, the Council asked that staff notify the two businesses and have Matt paint those two spots yellow on a temporary basis.

e) Resolution 2007-18, APPROVAL OF A LOT SPLIT – Member Bauman explained the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Mayor Gall to approve Resolution 2007-18, APPROVAL OF A LOT SPLIT.  Motion passed unanimously.

f) Mantorville Dam – The Council discussed the two options currently available to fix the crumbling of the wall along the dam.  The Council needs to discuss a long range plan for the upkeep of the dam.  The Council is requesting that a special meeting be called to meet with the Engineering firm to discuss the repairs needed now and possibly in the future.  A meeting will be called the week of June 18th.

g) TSP, Fire Hall/City Hall – Much discussion in regards to the future of the Fire Hall and City Hall.  Member Leitzen would like to see something started such as the south door installed and the hose reel put in at this point.  The whole Fire Hall City Hall project can be done in phases in order to accommodate possible changes to the moving of City Hall to the Mantorville School if things were to move forward on that end.  If not, the plans will allow for remodeling to accommodate the needs of the FD and City Hall at one location.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Leitzen to approve the itemized cost breakdown from TSP not to exceed $3,500.  Motion passed unanimously.  Member Brannan and Member Leitzen will be the two Council Members who will work with TSP and the Fire Department to come up with a phased plan.
Agenda Additions – 

1. 5th Street Closure – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bauman to allow the closure of the area of 5th Street East to Clay Street on June 24th from 8am – 4pm for Old Tyme Days activities.  Motion passed unanimously.
2. 4th Street Closure – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Leitzen to allow the closure of the area of 4th Street East to Clay Street on August 18th for the Stagecoach ride.  The ride is being put together as a fund raiser for the Mantorville Welcome Center.  Motion passed unanimously.

3. Newsletter distribution to township – Member Bauman requested that the Council allow the City newsletter to be distributed to citizens that reside in the township.  Currently the newsletter goes out to those that reside within City limits.  The EDA would like to motivate more people to come into the City and make them feel more welcome.  The City could do one mailing and insert a reply card asking if the homeowner would like to continue to receive the City News.  That way only the ones that want to receive it, would.  Staff is to make sure that currently all those residents that reside within City limits are currently on the list to receive the mailing.  Cami commented that the budget was set up to reflect only mailings within the City limits and money was not budgeted for the extra cost of additional mailings.  The item will be tabled at this time and brought back in the future.

7. Consultant, Staff and Council Reports – 

a) Consultants Report – None

b) Public Works Report – Matt was not present but did submit reports to the Council.  No discussion from the Council.

c) City Clerks Report – None

d) Committee Reports – Several reports were given from various committee members.  Infrastructure Committee will meet at 6pm on June 25th to review items with Matt.

e) Council Member Reports – 

· Member Bauman – Nothing to report

· Member Leitzen – Nothing to report

· Member Reding – Nothing to report

· Member Brannan – She had sent an email to the EDA in regards to the sale of the EDA Lots.  The previous Council had stated that the final decision will be made by the City Council per the EDA recommendation.  The EDA and/or Council may change the way this is to be done but originally although the EDA will make the recommendation to the Council, the Council will have the final sale on who the lots are sold to; find out the date of the National Night Out so the Council can begin the preparations for this; emergency plan update was given; update on the quote regarding new recording equipment; update regarding a letter being sent to the Zelinski property regarding the decision the Council made on the drainage issue; barrier on the far end of the Hubbell House Parking Lot is farther out along 5th Street than originally located and can this be moved in. Staff is to contact the manager; status of 5th Street East Project; and discussion on beginning the budget process.
· Mayor Gall – Asked that an announcement be put on the cable channel in getting volunteers to do weeding of the flowers in the park, they should contact Marilyn Schroeder; updated Council on a meeting with the County and MNDOT in regards to the wall along the East side of Highway 57.

8. Executive Session – 


At 7:20 PM, the Council closed the regular session to go into close Executive Session 
to discuss possible litigation.


Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Leitzen to close the Executive 
Session and reopen the Regular meeting.  The consensus of the Council is to operate 
under the City Attorney Lee Bjorndal’s recommendation.  He will be in contact with the 
attorney representing the parties for the litigation.

Adjourn – Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Member Brannan to adjourn the meeting at 9:38 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

