MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2006

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Diane Carlson called the meeting to order at 6:31 PM.


Members Present:  Diane Carlson




          Luke Nash




          Ross Abel

                                     Bill Reding


Members Missing:  Annie Brannan


Others Present:  Jim Welch, Tom Gall, Rich Balcome, James Jencks. Nancy Bauman, 
                                Randy Carlson, Rog Nolte – MFD, Dale Brannan – Chief MFD, Matt 
                                Brekke – Public Works Supervisor, Mike Bubany – Financial 
                                Consultant for City and Cami Reber – City Clerk-Treasurer.
2. Additions/Deletions to agenda – An addition to the agenda for a request from Dodge County regarding comments on a land use issue.  

3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Abel, second by Mayor Carlson to accept the consent agenda as written.  Motion passed unanimously.

4. Correspondence – information only

5. Public concerns – Citizen Nancy Bauman requested that the city put back the handicap parking sign that was put up during elections.

6. Old Business

a) Recommendation from Planning and Zoning – Approval of amended ordinance No.180 – WAC and approval of amended ordinance No.181 – SAC.  Wording was changed from the original ordinances. The wording “new construction” was taken out, the definition and calculation of developable land was added.  Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Nash to approve the amended ordinances as recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Motion passed unanimously.
7. New Business

a) John Nelson, CPA, Fee increase – Mr. Nelson, City Auditor, submitted a letter regarding a fee increase for 2007.  His fee has stayed at $4,000 for many years.  With the increase in reporting requirements, he has requested a fee increase to $5,800 for City Audit work in 2007.  Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Abel to approve the increase in the auditor fee to $5,800.  Motion passed unanimously.

b) Mike Bubany, David Drown Associates, CIP plan for the City – Mr. Bubany was present to give the Council an overview of the City financially and to help propose a Capital Improvement Plan.  An overview showed that the City is in good financial condition and they have a good tax base although residential taxes are high because the City does not have a higher commercial and industrial tax base.  The tax levy is comparable to other cities.  The City does have higher water and sewer rates compared to other cities in the Southeast region.  The City currently holds a high fund balance which according to Mike is not necessarily a bad thing although he recommends reserves in the amount of 60% of the general fund budget each year.   The city has a lot of earmarked money for future projects.  What the City needs to do is to keep their tax rates competitive and keep a one year fund balance reserve in the water and sewer budgets.  The goal of the CIP is to set up a Capital projects fund where money is allocated each year to this fund for set projects.  The City can come up with a generic project such as streets which would set money aside for a major street project but not have it defined.  The Council worked with Mike on setting up certain projects to get the program started.  Mike will come back to Council on November 13, 2006 with the rough draft of the CIP plan based on Councils input.  The plan can be modified at any time and changes made to how projects may be paid for.  New projects may be added at any time and projects may be removed at any time.  
c) Safety and Hwy 57 – Tom Gall was present with information regarding pedestrian signs for the cross walks along Highway 57.  He, Nancy Bauman and Sarah Leitzen gathered information regarding the rules, types of signs and documentation that needs to be filled out.  The City of Wanamingo and Plainview have these pedestrian signs and they seem to work well.  The cost is $250 each and they are printed on both sides.  After discussion with the Council, Member Reding made a motion, second by Member Abel to purchase two signs to be put in the downtown area.  The signs will be placed yet this fall for a trial run to see if there is a benefit.  Several trucks and tractors go through highway 57 daily.  The width of the roads are a concern for sign placement.  We don’t have as wide of roads as in Wanamingo and Plainview.  The Council is willing to give this a try and is hoping they work as there are problems with pedestrians trying to cross at the cross walks.  Motion passed unanimously.
8. TBD

a) Mayors Report – None

b) City Clerks Report – 

· Update on TNT hearing date, 12/11/06 @ 7:00 PM

· Information on Riverside Park bathroom vandalism
· New Member application for EDA – Jennifer Gall submitted her application for membership in the Mantorville EDA.  Due to travel and class schedules for several of the EDA members, it has been hard to obtain a quorum of the group for meetings.  They temporarily changed their meeting dates to try and accommodate all members.  Those dates and times do not work well for Jennifer so the EDA wants to again look at another option.  Mayor Carlson put the application on hold for Council approval until the committee could come up with a meeting date and time that will work for Jennifer.
c) Public Works Report – A report was submitted by Matt Brekke, Mantorville Public Works.  The report listed items currently being done or completed by staff.  The report is on file at City Hall.

d) Council Members Report – 

· Member Abel – Update on P/Z Commission meeting dates – meeting dates have been changed to once per month until the Spring.  They will meet the third Monday of the month.

· Member Nash – None

· Member Reding – Gave an update on the KM Summit Meeting that he represented the City at.  Members of the School district, County and both cities were present to talk about future expansions and projects happening now and in the future.  Member Reding stated that it would be a good idea for someone from the Planning and Zoning Committee to attend the summit meetings.  The next meeting won’t be scheduled until after the general elections.

· Member Brannan – absent

9. Executive Session – none

10. Discussion – none

Adjourn – Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Nash to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

