MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, AUGUST 12TH, 2002

7:30 P.M.

Members present: Diane Carlson, Mark Lamphere, Julie Larsen, Diane Wilke and Bob More

Also present: Mike Quinn, Barb Nord & guest, Randy Carlsen, Joan DeWitz, Bob DeWitz, Roger Petersen, John Fosness, Jeff Meyers, Jason Twaddle, Dawn McMahon, Bill Glawe, Nicki Glawe, Aaron Kelly, Roger Nolte, Joe Waugh, Gene Lushinsky, Dale Brannan, and Karen Hofstad

Mayor Carlson called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:  add Joe Waugh and Jeff Meyer

MINUTES – July 22nd meeting:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.  Note: CMS will be asked to do a recheck on the property located at 414 6th Street West to assure that it has been boarded up as requested.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member More to approve payment of the Warrant list in the amount of $42,398.81.  Motion carried unanimously.

JOHN FOSNESS – 221 3rd Street West:  Mr. Fosness was present for clarification of the sideyard setback requirements according to Mantorville’s Zoning Ordinance.  The Council agreed that a minimum of a 5-foot sideyard setback would be adequate.  

RESOLUTION NO. 05-2002 – Approving the Appointment of Election Judges for the Primary and General Elections:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Lamphere to approve Resolution No. 05-2002 appointing Ronald Schrafel, Chris Callahan, Gladys Bellows, Laura Haskin and Tom Ferry as election judges.  Motion carried unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER:  


• MnDOT invite to a transportation meeting to discuss future planning;


• letter from Larry & Lana Berghuis concerning parking violation;

• complaint letter from camper regarding persons driving vehicles thru the campground (Note: the street is posted as not being a thru street)

• Mayor Carlson mentioned that she had contacted MnDOT about the pedestrian crossings on Hwy 57, poor or lack of adequate signage and other concerns;

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:

• Member Wilke reported that over $31,000 has been received in cash donations toward the playground equipment fund;

• Member Wilke also said that she had received three (3) complaints about the lack of a place for the residents to dispose of the fallen trees and branches after the last storm;

• Member Wilke reported that she had received a complaint from Diane Messenger about sand that had washed down and filled up a drainage ditch at 701 West Street.

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:

• reported that the water had been shut off to 2 properties for non-payment of their utility bills;

• reminded Council that filings of candidacy will be open from August 27 thru September 10th;

• election judge training will be held on Wednesday, August 14th at the Courthouse

BARB NORD – 510 Monroe Court:  Ms Nord stated that a neighbor wants to build a fence which would cross over a utility easement into a portion of her property that was derived from Madison Street being vacated.  City Attorney Roger Petersen told her that it was a civil matter.

PUBLIC HEARING – Variance requested by Jason Twaddle, 507 6th Street West:  Purpose of the Variance is to build a 26’ X 34’ oversized detached garage.  Mr. Twaddle was present to answer questions about the use of the garage.  He stated that it will be for personal use only.  There being no further comments, pro or con, there was a motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member Larsen to close the Public Hearing.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member Larsen to grant the Variance based on the fact that all five criteria listed in Section 3.6 (10) of the Zoning Ordinance had been met and that there were no factors present that would prevent granting the request.  Motion carried unanimously.

MAYOR’S REPORT:  

• reminded Council that KAAL Channel 6 TV will be in Mantorville filming a segment for the “Our Town” series.

• reported that the Farmer’s Market is being well received

PUBLIC HEARING – Variance requested by Chris Hoehn, 610 Golfview Court:  Purpose of the Variance is to build a 30’ X 34” oversized detached garage.  A neighbor, David Dripps, had raised several concerns that could not be addressed in the absence of Mr. Hoehn.  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member Wilke to close the Public Hearing.  Motion carried unanimously.

DEWITZ CONSTRUCTION INC. – Appeal to the Board of Appeals:  Mike Quinn, attorney for DeWitz Construction, requested that the Council review their July 8th decision to not grant a Variance from the Zoning Ordinance,  Section 6.3 Setbacks, Front Yard which states that a 25’ front yard setback is required in an R-1 zoning district.  (Reminder: the basement was built at 1006 Chestnut Street with a 20’ front yard setback.)  Mr. Quinn stated that reconstruction of the basement could result in an additional cost of $20,000 and that could cause extreme hardship for his clients nor does he believe that there would be any detriment to the neighbors or to the neighborhood.  Joan DeWitz explained that all of the criteria for granting a Variance had been met and that they were not asking to set a precedence, they just want to get the house built.  Bob DeWitz went on to say that he sat on the Board of Appeals for the City of Rochester for 12 years and many variances to the Zoning Ordinance were granted for situations such as this.  City Attorney Roger Petersen explained how this matter came to be back in front of the Council for a second time.  He called it a “request for reconsideration” of the Council decision made on July 8th denying the Variance request.  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Mayor Carlson to reaffirm the July 8th decision to not grant the Variance.  Motion carried unanimously.

JEFF MEYERS – 920 Clay Street:  Mr. Meyers was present to discuss Ordinance No. 139 regulating dogs within the City.  His complaint is that the barking dogs residing at 1002 Main Street North disturb his sleep.  The Sheriff’s office recently issued a citation to the owner so Council will wait to see if things change before proceeding further.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT RELIEF ASSOCIATION BYLAW CHANGE – Gene Lushinsky:  Mr. Lushinsky asked the Council to approve deletion of Section VII (A) with regard to allowable methods for interest payments.  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member More to approve the change.  Motion carried unanimously.

FIRE DEPARTMENT CONTRACT DISCUSSION – Roger Nolte:  Mr. Nolte explained a different  formula used for computing fire contracts.  This complicated method takes into account the population of each entity, service calls and market valuations.  He had done comparisons using the current method and the “new” formula.  Council agreed to leave it as is.  The City Clerk was asked to invite board members from Mantorville Township, Wasioja Township and Milton Township to a joint meeting on September 11th at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall to discuss fire contracts.

SAFEWAY INSURANCE AGENCY – Joe Waugh:  Mr. Waugh presented the Insurance Renewal Proposal for the City’s property and liability insurance.  He said that the rates reflect a $1,300 increase over last year.  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member More to accept the proposal but decline the coverage for open meeting law violation and the excess liability.  Motion carried unanimously.

TEMPORARY ON-SALE LIQUOR LICENSE:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Lamphere to grant the application for a temporary on-sale liquor license for the Annual Firemen’s Dance.  Motion carried unanimously.

ANNUAL EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS:  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member More to approve a 4% wage increase for the current employees retroactive to July 1st, 2002.  Motion carried unanimously.

FIRE HALL IMPROVEMENTS:  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member More to replace the outdoor lighting on the west side of the Fire Hall at a cost of $500.  Motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Mayor Carlson to adjourn at 10:25 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

