MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, APRIL 14TH, 2003

7:30 P.M.

Members present:  Diane Carlson, Julie Larsen, Luke Nash, Bob More and Diane Wilke

Also present:  Bill Angerman, Mark Stevens, Paul Larsen, Lyle Hoaglund, Tim Wilke, John Gergen, Mr/Mrs Gary Bromley, Will Lambert, Mr/Mrs Brian Lohrbach, Don Lohrbach, Elizabeth Oolman, Roger Petersen, Bill Glawe, Sandy Kelly, Karen Hill, Mr/Mrs Dan Carstensen, Bob Blumers and Lisa Schutt

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:  delete Dick Swenke, add Elizabeth Oolman and City Engineer’s report

MINUTES – March 24th meeting:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Larsen to approve the Minutes as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Larsen to approve payment of the Warrant list in the amount of $44,886.89.  Motion carried with Mayor Carlson and Members Larsen, More & Wilke voting aye and Member Nash abstaining.

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER:  

• Board of Equalization meets at 7:00 p.m. on April 28th before the regular Council meeting;


• Sesquicentennial committee meeting will be on Wednesday, April 16th at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall;


• acknowledgement of receipt of the Fire Department meeting Minutes;

• Garbage hauler information – Member Nash and the City Clerk will put together suggestions for the May 12th  Council meeting

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT REPORT – Mark Stevens & Bill Angerman: 

• Mr. Stevens presented a traffic count report showing the number of cars that drive through the RV park in a twenty-four hour period (ranged from 69 – 125).  He will install speed bumps at both ends to try to deter the drivers from using it as a through street,

• the traffic count was also done on 5th Street East at the base of the hill and also at the edge of the City limits.  The total count at the base of the hill ranged from 642 to 845 vehicles a day which includes between 371 – 519 of those vehicles entering/leaving the Township road.  Traffic, pedestrian safety and street conditions were the primary reasons for this information. 

• Change order for water controls – Mr. Angerman explained the difference between a variable frequency motor vs the solid state motor that was bid for the new controls.  The variable frequency motor would cost an additional $3,900 but Xcel Energy is offering a $1,500 rebate.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Larsen to approve the change as recommended by the City Engineer.  Motion carried unanimously. 

PUBLIC HEARING – Variance request by Gary Bromley to build 28’ X 48’ accessory building in a residential district:  Mr. and Mrs Bromley were the only ones present for the hearing.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Wilke to close the public hearing.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Member More and second by Mayor Carlson to approve the Variance as requested based on the fact that all five (5) of the criteria in Section 3.6 (10) of the Zoning Ordinance No. 115 were met.  Motion carried with Mayor Carlson and Members Larsen, Nash & More voting aye and Member Wilke voting nay.

CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT – Bill Angerman, WHKS & Co.:  

• reported that the pre-construction conference for the water tower will be on Wednesday, April 16th at City Hall;

• discussed that he had been contacted by a representative of Bigelow Enterprises regarding a proposed subdivision east of Mantorville that is interested in connecting into the City’s wastetreatment plant.  The representative will be invited to a future Council meeting to address Council Member’s concerns.  Member More announced that he would be abstaining from these discussions due to a possible conflict of interest.

PUBLIC HEARING – Variance request by John Gergen to build a 40’ X 80’ X 16’ accessory building in a residential district:  Present for the hearing were John Gergen, Mr/Mrs Brian Lohrbach, Don Lohrbach and Tim Wilke.  Mayor Carlson asked what the use of the building would be and Mr. Gergen’s reply was for personal storage.  Brian Lohrbach presented three (3) affidavits from realtors stating that his property would be devalued because of this oversized building blocking the view of the river and countryside.  Also, the audience members felt that the building was much too large for a residential neighborhood.  There being no further comments, pro or con, there was a motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member More to close the public hearing.  Motion carried unanimously.

Member More stated that he had reservations about the entire project, that CMS’s written comments did not take the written statements made by Chosen Valley Testing into consideration, that a building with 16’ sidewalls does not belong in a residential neighborhood and that the request does not meet the criteria for granting a Variance according to the Zoning Ordinance.  All Council Members felt that more information is necessary before they could make a decision.  Motion by Member More and second by Mayor Carlson to table a decision at this time.  Motion carried unanimously with Member Wilke adding that she is in opposition to the building.  

PARK BOARD – Elizabeth Oolman:  said that the Park Board will be working in conjunction with the Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) towards their goal for new playground equipment.

DAN CARSTENSEN, et al:  Mr. Carstensen and neighbors questioned the Council’s decision to remove the stop signs at the intersections of West Street/9th Street and Chestnut Street/9th Street.  Several residents said safety for their children and families should be the foremost concern. After much discussion, there was a motion by Member More and second by Mayor Carlson to reinstall the stop signs and to make the intersections both four (4)-way stops.  Mayor Carlson thanked the group for attending the Council meeting and stressed the importance of citizen’s working together to accomplish the same goals.  Member Larsen then asked for the resident’s assistance by noting license numbers of the traffic violators on 9th Street West.

MRA – Will Lambert & Lyle Hoaglund:  The MRA requested use of Riverside Park for the 38th Marigold Days celebration on September 6th and 7th and to have the City again handle payment of the trash and port a potty’s bills and be reimbursed by the MRA gambling funds.  Also, closing of 5th Street West from Hwy 57 to the alley adjacent to the Social Club for expansion of the car show and 4th Street West from Hwy 57 to Clay Street be closed except for deliveries or vendors.Council addressed several concerns and conditions from previous years:  1) the electric usage/charges during the event; 2) the overtime hours for the City’s maintenance department to clean up the park and streets – suggested that the MRA make arrangements for clean-up; 3) camping at Slingerland Park is for overflow camping only; 4) damage done to a tree by a vendor; 5) that vendors be repositioned rather than trying to reposition the garbage containers; 6)  that there be no RV parking/camping along Hwy 57.  Mr. Hoaglund and Mr. Lambert will return to a future meeting to discuss the issues further.

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:

• Member Wilke said that the playground equipment fund has over $35,600.00 in cash besides the in-kind donations;

• asked Council to consider blocking off the parking at the intersection of Hwy 57/5th Street for one (1) car-length in any direction;  the adjoining business owners will be asked to attend the next Council meeting

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:
• Motion by Member More and second by Member Nash to approve the City Clerk attending the Clerk’s institute in July.  Motion carried unanimously.;

• Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to purchase the necessary interface from USTI to go along with the new meter reading software.  Motion carried unanimously.;

• Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member Larsen to approve purchase of a larger computer system in order to operate the new software.  Motion carried unanimously.

• reviewed the correspondence from Mike Bubany regarding structuring the future water rates.  City Engineer Bill Angerman voiced his concern over using the 90/10 split that it might fall way short of the goals.  City Attorney Roger Petersen will have a rough draft ordinance available for the April 28th meeting.

MAYOR’S REPORT: 
• appointed Luke Nash to be a council rep on the EDA and reappointed Mark Lamphere and Gary Reihl to serve on the EDA also.

ORDINANCE NO. 154 – “Adopting the Minnesota State Building Code”:  Roger Petersen will bring a final copy to the April 28th meeting for Council approval.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT- Roger Petersen:

• Found no state law that says a person can only hold one (1) On-sale intoxicating liquor license  so the existing Ordinance could be amended to eliminate that section.

ANNUAL DANCE LICENSE AND ON-SALE 3.2 PERCENT MALT LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATIONS:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Larsen to approve the annual licenses for the Mantorville Social Club as requested by Dick Swenke.  Motion carried unanimously.

MAYOR’S REPORT, con’t:  
• reported that the Council reps and the Fire Dept reps have been meeting to review policies and procedures and were making good headway;

• that the Community Group may begin meeting again to discuss the pros and cons of merging the fire departments;

• directed the City Clerk to obtain a new tape recorder and additional microphones.

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member Larsen to adjourn at 9:50 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

