MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, APRIL 22ND, 2002

7:30 P.M.

Members present:  Diane Carlson, Mark Lamphere, Julie Larsen, Diane Wilke and Bob More

Also present:  Rick Engstrom, Mike Smith, Jon Goetz, Angie Hoffman, Gloria Hodgman, Roger Petersen, Dave Leth, Randy Carlsen, Mark Hanson, Jay Peterson, Scott Stedman, Michelle Grant, Jodie & Thor Starch, Scott Speer, Linda Jappe, Rich Coan, Mike Rietz, and Duane Burton

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:   delete Duane Johnson from Dodge County EDA

MINUTES – April 8th Meeting:  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member Wilke to approve the Minutes as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.  Member More suggested that the Minutes could be shortened for the newspaper publication.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Member Lamphere to approve payment of the Warrant List in the amount of $3,920.71.  Motion carried unanimously.

UTILITIY SUPERVISOR’S REPORT – Dave Leth:  Council agreed that Mr. Leth should attend a seminar in Owatonna put on by the MN Pollution Control Agency and to pay his costs for attending.  Mr. Leth also mentioned that the influent part at the sewer plant needs to be replaced at a cost of $1,900.

CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT – WHKS – Rick Engstrom:  Mr. Engstrom had been invited back tonight to further discuss the costs associated with a new water storage tower.  If the Council decides to move ahead with the project, the possible schedule could be: (1) Professional services agreement; (2) finish the plans and specifications;(3) bid it out in October or November; (4) low bidder could fabricate it over the winter months; (5) erect the tower during the summer of 2003; (6) painting could be done in the fall.

Motion by Member More and second by Member Lamphere to move ahead by reapplying for the low interest loan & having WHKS prepare a Professional Services Agreement. Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Engstrom addressed QED’s plans for the detention pond to be built on City owned property along Jefferson Street by Rolling Hills Developers to contain run-off from their development on Chestnut Street.  Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke that the pond be built this spring according to the specifications and recommendations of WHKS.  Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING – Variance request by Scott Stedman of 47 Clover Street:  A Variance from Section 2.2(1)(a) of the Zoning Ordinance would be necessary in order to build a 28’ X 36’ accessory building in a Residential zoning district.  There being no comments, pro or con, there was a motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member More to close the Public Hearing.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Mayor Carlson to grant the request based on the fact that all of the criteria for granting a Variance had been met and that there were no factors present that would prevent granting the request.  Motion carried unanimously.

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:  
• Member Larsen briefed the Council about the purpose of Mike Smith, Jon Goetz and Mike Rietz being on the agenda later in the meeting;

• reminded Council members about the fundraiser pancake breakfast on April 27th for playground equipment at Riverside Park;

MAYOR’S REPORT:  
• reported that the Community Summit group will be meeting with high school students on April 24th and will meet with Mantorville and Kasson fire departments on April 25th;

• said that the EDA continues to work on a rough draft of a Comprehensive Plan and that possibly it could be presented to the Council the second Council meeting in June;

• reported that she had attended the recent Johnny Holmes concert at the Mantorville Social Club and also helped the owners  pick up litter in the neighborhoods around the Social Club.

PUBLIC HEARING – Variance request by Jay Peterson of 721 West Street:  A Variance from Section 2.2(1)(a) of the Zoning Ordinance would be necessary in order to build a 26’ X 36’ accessory building in a Residential zoning district.  Mr. Peterson stated that the stick built garage would have 8’ sidewalls, used for personal purposes only, and look similar to the house.  Neighbors Jodie and Thor Starch stated that they didn’t have any concerns about the project.  After all comments, pro and con, had been addressed, there was a motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Wilke to close the Public Hearing.  Motion carried unanimously.  Member Wilke stated that she continues to struggle with approving these oversized garages in a Residential district and questions how granting this Variance may impact Mantorville in 30 years. There being no further discussion, there was a motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member More to grant the Variance with the condition that the garage be built exactly where it is located on the site plan.  Motion carried with Mayor Carlson and Members Lamphere, Larsen, and More voting aye and Member Wilke voting nay.

DODGE COUNTY EDA – Mark Hanson:  Mr. Hanson explained that the County EDA hopes to be a resource for all communities in the County.  When asked about funding, Mr. Hanson replied that currently the County allocates $50,000/year as part of their budget but that could branch out as the needs change.  He explained that they could work within the cities, if the city adopts a resolution electing to participate.  City Attorney, Roger Petersen will reword the last couple statements of the Resolution and give his recommendations at the May 13th meeting.  Member Wilke suggested that Council members attend the upcoming County EDA meeting on May 16th at 7:00 p.m. at the Courthouse.  Mr. Hanson will return to the May 13th Council meeting.  

KM SCHOOL DISTRICT – Superintendent Mike Smith and Board Chair Jon Goetz:  Mr. Goetz reported that the school board is entertaining inclusion of the construction of a swimming pool and community center as separate, additional ballot questions to the main bond referendum question.  He went on to say that the school district has a unique opportunity for funding and would only be responsible for 30% of the cost of the project, the State picking up the remainder.  Mr. Goetz invited the City Council to sit down with the City of Kasson, the School Board and possibly Mantorville Township to further discuss the possibility of a joint powers between the entities.    A meeting will be set up.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Roger Petersen: 

• Mr. Petersen presented the final draft of Ordinance 150 for signature;

• discussed a proposed Ordinance No. 151, regulating snowmobiles, ATV’s and possibly golf carts; Member Wilke said that she was in favor of outlawing ATV’s but keeping snowmobiles on a designated route; Member Lamphere will research age limits and licensing of drivers, Mr. Petersen will continue to work on the rough draft.

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:  
• presented the delinquent utility account list;  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member Larsen to shut off water service to those accounts;

• reported that Mantorville’s own cable channel 14 is up and running.

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Member More to adjourn at 10:00 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle 

